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 Mould and squalid housing 
‘making NHS crisis worse’ 
 Josh Halliday 
North of England correspondent

  Thousands of  babies and toddlers are 
being admitted to hospital  in England 
each year with lung conditions  proba-
bly linked to damp and mould-ridden 
homes, a senior doctor has warned.

 Dr Andy Knox, an associate medi-
cal director for the NHS , said squalid 

housing was having a “profoundly 
negative impact on  the nation’s 
health” and worsening the crisis in 
the  NHS.

“It is becoming a really major 
health issue for us as a nation, and 
we need legislation that is going to 
properly deal with this,” he said.

The Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health  said the state of Brit-
ain’s housing was “now a crucial issue 

for child health” and called on minis-
ters to launch a clear way for parents 
to report poor air quality in rented 
and social housing.

The stark warnings come as the 
Guardian launches a series focusing 
on Britain’s growing private rental 
sector. One in fi ve UK households 
now live in private rented homes, 
with costs for tenants rising despite 
worsening conditions and squalor. 

Damp is fi ve times more common 
in private rentals than in owner- 
occupied homes .

Government fi gures suggest that 
more than 520,000 rented proper-
ties in England have hazards that 
pose “a serious and immediate risk 
to a person’s health and safety” – a 
large proportion of these being cold, 
damp and mould.

However, industry experts say the 
true scale of the problem is likely to 
be far greater  given  systemic prob-
lems with the housing system and 
chronic under-reporting by tenants 
who fear eviction. 

Nearly 31,000 children aged four 
and under are admitted to hospitals 
in England each year with conditions 
linked to the respiratory syncyt-
ial virus (RSV),  which is known to 
be caused or exacerbated 
by damp and mould. NHS 
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Suella Braverman has demanded 
“further action” be taken against pro-
Palestine marches, as police sources 
said attacks by the far right on offi  c-
ers were linked to her rhetoric in the 
run-up to Saturday’s protests.

In her  fi rst public pronouncement  
since far-right groups  fought  offi  cers 
near the Cenotaph, the home secre-
tary made no comment yesterday on 
claims by  Labour and the police that 
 tensions had  been infl amed by her 
 comments.  Condemning violence 
among  pro-Palestine  demonstra-
tors and  those she termed “counter 
protesters”,  she focused on “sick, 
infl ammatory and, in some cases, 
clearly criminal chants, placards and 
paraphernalia openly on display” at 
the main march.

Writing on X, formerly  Twitter, 
she said: “This can’t go on. Week 
by week, the streets of London are 
being polluted by hate, violence 
and antisemitism. Members of the 
public are being mobbed and intim-
idated. Jewish people in particular 
feel threatened. Further 
action is necessary.”

No power, no
water and 
little hope in 
Gaza hospital

Ruth Michaelson

 I nside a darkened operating 
theatre  in Gaza’s largest 
hospital complex, staff  
swaddled dozens of tiny 
premature babies  seven or 
eight to a bed,  in a desperate 

eff ort to keep the infants warm – 
and alive. With no oxygen supplies 
or power for incubators , n urses 
attempted to provide what little 
care they could  for 39 babies who 
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the head of surgery at al-Shifa, 
once considered the heart of 
Gaza’s healthcare system, now 
operating under fi re. “We called 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and the Israelis 
 to ensure the passage of the babies 
from the neonatal ICU to the 
surgical area.” Thirty-
six infants  survived 

▲   Premature babies are placed close 
together on a bed to keep warm after 
 incubators in  al-Shifa hospital shut 
down yesterday PHOTOGRAPH: REUTERS 

had been transferred from the 
neonatal unit in another part of 
the sprawling complex  following 
a strike on Dar al-Shifa’s intensive 
care unit.

Just getting them to the theatre 
was  potentially deadly  after staff  
reported strikes on anyone moving 
inside the hospital compound.

“The neonatal unit is not 
connected to the main surgical 
units within  al-Shifa medical 
complex ; it was dangerous to go 
from the main building to get the 
babies,” said   Dr Marwan Abu Sada , 
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 Heather Stewart

 Millennials  in the UK are  bearing the 
“economic scars” of the 2008 fi nan-
cial crisis and are struggling to catch 
up with the living standards of older 
groups, while their US counterparts 
have closed the gap,  research shows.

In its annual “intergenerational 
audit ”, the  Resolution Foundation  
thinktank compare d the fortunes 
of millennials – which it defi ned as 
those born  between 1981 and 2000   
– with their predecessors, including 
  generation X (born between 1966 and 
1980).  The report  found that after the 
2008 fi nancial crisis and ensuing 
recession, the long-running pattern 
that saw young people earn more on 
average than their parents did at the 
same life  stage  was broken.

The authors of the report wrote: 
“Millennials born in the late 1980s 
earned, on average, 8% less at age 
30 than their counterparts from 
the generation X cohort when they 
were the same age .”  In the US, by 
 contrast,     recent strong income gains 
by younger workers  have  helped 
them catch up.

 Sophie Hale, the thinktank’s 
principal economist , said : “ Young 

people across advanced economies 
were hit by the fi nancial crisis, put-
ting a stop to decades of progress. 
  Fifteen years on, this ‘crisis cohort’ 
are no longer young. And while many 
US  millennials have bounced back, 
their counterparts in Britain are 
still  wearing economic scars as they 
approach middle age.”

US millennials in their early  30s in 
2021 were earning 21% more in real 
terms than people in the same age  
group were in 2007. In the UK, how-
ever, incomes were  1% lower for this 
group than for 30- to 34 -year -olds 15 
years earlier.  The  authors  attributed 
this to long-term wage stagnation in 
the UK,  particularly bad for young 
graduates – due, they argue, to the 
UK ’s inability to create enough skilled 
jobs. “The typical weekly pay of grad-
uates aged 30-34 has fallen by 16% 
between 2007 and 2023, while the 
typical weekly pay of non graduates 
is down by only 6%,” they  wrote.

The UK’s sky-high housing costs 
have  meant many millennials have 
also struggled to aff ord  a home at the 
same age as their parents or grand-
parents. The Resolution Foundation 
 found  some  improvement in recent 
years , but millennials  remained  far 
behind. “Around the turn of the mil-
lennium, 67% of households aged 

accommodation that further impedes 
their living standards ”.

 Darren Jones,  the shadow  chief 
 secretary to the Treasury , said: 
“This report paints a stark picture 
of an economy that no longer works 
for working people.  Thirteen years of 
the Conservatives have left an entire 
generation falling behind their inter-
national counterparts and no better 
off  than their parents’ generation.

 Ben Twomey , the  chief executive 
of the pressure group Generation 
Rent , said the last  10 years had been 
a “lost decade” for UK housing . “Poli-
cies like  help to  buy have only helped 
existing home owners by increasing 
house prices. Most young adults con-
tinue to shell out excessive rents that 
make it harder to save for the future, 
while those lucky enough to have 
bought could only do so by taking on 
large debts and are now  facing crush-
ing increases in  mortgage payments .

 “ At least now there is action to 
make life better for renters through 
the  renters  reform   bill, but it needs to 
go further to give those of us locked 
out of home ownership the chance 
of a long -term home.”

The tough economic conditions 
endured by millennials may  explain 
 why they appear not to have followed 
their  forebears in moving to the polit-
ical right as they have aged. A recent 
YouGov poll suggested just 12% of 
 people between the ages of 25 and 
49 intended to vote Conservative at 
the next general election.

 The Centre for Policy Studies, 
a rightwing thinktank,  recently         
called for policies to help close the 
“generation gap ”, including cheaper 
childcare and  changes to student 
loans. The  director of the thinktank, 
 Robert Colvile ,  said: “ The divide 
between young and old is becoming 
Britain’s defi ning characteristic, not 
just politically but economically too.”

Scars of 
2008 crash 
deeper for 
millennials 
in UK than 
those in US

Doctor warns of rise 
in child illness due 
to mould in homes 

� Continued  from page 1

Source: Resolution Foundation analysis of 

Luxembourg Income Study (US) and DWP, Family 

Resources Survey for UK 2021

Millennials have seen less income 
progress in the UK than in the US
Median real household disposable 
income, before housing costs, at age 
30-34 by year, £ ,000
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fi gures show nearly 80% of these – 
 24,485 babies and toddlers – develop 
acute bronchiolitis needing hospi-
tal treatment.  Some studies suggest 
between 20-40% of children who 
have bronchiolitis in their early years 
go on to develop asthma.

Knox, who leads on population 
health for the NHS in Lancashire and 
South Cumbria, said the impact of 
damp and mould had been an issue 
for years but was “defi nitely getting 
worse”.     “Poor quality housing is hav-
ing a profound eff ect on children’s 
health .”   It was costing the economy 
millions of pounds a year in time 
taken off  work, and  contributing to 
the strain on the NHS.

“Around 31,000 children are 
admitted to hospital each year with 
RSV-related conditions. Evidence 
from other countries with compa-
rable housing conditions to the UK 
would suggest that around 20% of 
these are likely to be directly linked to 
damp or mould-ridden homes.

“This is a substantial number and 
is putting extra strain on the NHS 
every winter. It particularly aff ects 
areas like ours where the housing 
available in our most disadvantaged 
areas has been poorly  kept  by land-
lords, leaving children at risk.”

Experts have  said    that children liv-
ing in damp homes are up to three 
times more likely to have breathing 
problems than others. A  study  pub-
lished in the British Medical Journal 
in 2019 concluded that 19% of acute 
respiratory admissions for children 
under two  in New Zealand would be 
prevented if all housing was free from 
damp and mould.

The link      has become more  evi-
dent since the Covid  pandemic and 
the  inquest last year  into the death of 
two-year-old  Awaab Ishak , who died 
as a direct result of black mould in the 
fl at he lived in. However, the scale of 
the challenge is not well understood 
owing to a lack of nationwide data.

Tenants living in private rented 
properties are known to under-report 
problems because they fear receiving 
a no-fault eviction order – a practice 
 scheduled to be made illegal  – or hav-
ing their rent  raised, which can have 
the same eff ect as an eviction.

Local authorities,  which are 
responsible for overseeing the private 

rented sector, say their environmen-
tal health and housing teams are 
chronically under-resourced so the 
 majority of complaints do not result 
in any formal action. 

Senior doctors  suggest  the NHS 
should start routinely asking about 
patients’ living conditions when they 
present with a respiratory condition .

Dr  Camilla Kingdon, the president 
of the  Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health,  said  the body was 
encouraging paediatricians to ask 
about housing when reviewing chil-
dren with lung issues, but she called 
on the government to do more to 
improve standards.

 “The UK has some of the very 
worst housing stock in Europe, and 
evidence shows a rising number of 

families are living in poor quality 
accommodation, with detrimental 
impacts on children’s health. 

“Cold and damp housing condi-
tions lead to increased risk of asthma, 
respiratory infections, slower cog-
nitive development and mental 
health problems in children. We must 
remember that our housing crisis is 
also a health crisis.”

She added: “We call on the UK gov-
ernment to establish a process for 
people in rented and social housing 
to report indoor air quality problems 
and to help with necessary improve-
ments. It is essential all children  have 
a base standard of living that pro-
motes health and wellbeing.” 

 The housing department said: 
“Everyone deserves to live in a safe 
and decent home. That’s why the gov-
ernment is determined to crack down 
on rogue landlords who cause misery 
to their tenants and put their health 
and safety at risk.

“We are delivering a fairer private 
rented sector for tenants and land-
lords through the  renters  reform 
 bill, which includes creating a new 
ombudsman to resolve issues quicker 
and empower tenants to challenge 
poor practice.”

Living hell Pages 14-15 �

30-34 were homeowners, but by 
2021 this fi gure was still 20 percent-
age points lower, at 47% .” 

In the US, home ownership rates 
are similar for this age  group, but 
they have fallen much less – 56% of 
30- to 34 -year -olds owned their own 
home two decades ago,  whereas in 
2021 it was 50%. Hale  said these 
low home ownership rates in the 
UK meant  many millennials  were  
“forced to live in high -cost  and 
often low - security private rented 

� Long-term wage stagnation in 
the UK has been particularly bad 
for graduates, the report found
PHOTOGRAPH: CAMPUS SHOTS/ALAMY

31,000
Children admitted to hospital 
annually with conditions linked to 
RSV, known to be caused by  mould

40%
Possible proportion of children who 
have bronchiolitis in their early 
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  Larger than life: call for assisted dying 
law after gangster Courtney’s suicide 

I’m a Celebrity rumours swirl as 
Farage seen at Brisbane airport
 Amy Sedghi

Nigel Far age has  been seen at Bris-
bane airport in Australia,  adding to 
speculation that he will be joining the 
line up in this year’s I’m a Celebrity … 
Get Me Out of Here!

The former leader of Ukip and the 
Brexit party did not confi rm, when 
asked, if he was entering the jungle 

as part of the ITV show  but did tell a 
reporter that he “might be going in”.

He previously ruled out an appear-
ance, saying the reality show was 
“humiliating”, but  later said he was 
considering joining the  programme, 
which had  reportedly off ered him 
“substantial sums of money” to take 
part. According to the Mail Online, 
the rumoured sum for his partici-
pation  was £1.5m.

Although Farage declined to 
 confi rm his part in the I’m a Celeb-
rity … Get Me Out of Here! line up, 
video footage of him at the airport 
 shows him telling a reporter that 
he had recently given up drinking 
 alcohol for a week.

Speaking to the Mail Online, Farage 
said: “ I can’t confi rm I’m doing it … I 
just think there’s a big … audience out 
there that watches the programme 
 [who are ], actually,  people … worth 
talking to.”

Other names  rumoured to be 
joining the  reality show are the  TV 
presenter Josie Gibson, the First 
Dates star Fred Sirieix and the social 
media infl uencer Nella Rose .

Last year, the former health secre-
tary Matt Hancock was paid £320,000 
for his appearance on I’m a Celebrity. 

The politician, who was forced 
to resign from the government for 
breaking Covid rules,  donated 3% of 
the fee to charity ,  according to the 

▲ Lure of the jungle? Nigel Farage 
at Brisbane airport in Australia

register of MPs’ fi nancial interests. 
Other politicians,  former politicians 
and relatives of politicians to have 
 appeared on the show include Nadine 
Dorries, who was censured by the 
parliamentary standards commit-
tee for failing to declare her fee for 
appearing in 2012; Edwina Currie, 
who appeared in 2014; and Stanley 
Johnson, Boris Johnson’s father, who 
appeared in 2017.

Contestants for the programme are 
customarily revealed shortly before 
the start of the series, which is hosted 
by Anthony McPartlin and Declan 
Donnelly (Ant and Dec) and fi lmed in 
Australia. The 2023 series is expected 
to begin airing later this year.

            Emily Dugan

When gangster-turned-author Dave 
Courtney was found dead last month 
in the  east London terrace he trans-
formed into a crenellated castle, it 
was not a shock to his inner circle.

Courtney,  said to be the inspira-
tion for Vinnie Jones’s character Big 
Chris in the  fi lm Lock, Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels, had been planning 
his exit for months. He was 64, had 
been in severe pain from rheumatoid 
arthritis and had  other serious health 
issues, including prostate cancer .

Despite Courtney’s  claims that 
the arsenal of weapons at his 
house “Camelot Castle” were all 

decommissioned, he found a pistol 
that worked  and turned it on him-
self. His friends and family said they 
wished he could have avoided a vio-
lent end – and that others in ill health 
 had options too.

His wife, Jennifer Pinto, 54, who 
remained married to him after they 
separated, said: “He couldn’t take the 
pain … And because Dave Courtney 
was Dave Courtney he had the ways 
and the means.” She said of assisted 
suicide: “I do wish the option could 
have been there because it’s inhu-
mane … I remember we went to go 
and see Reggie Kray. He’d had a stroke 
so his mouth was open  … and people 
were lining up to take pictures of him. 
He had no control of it whatsoever. 
And Dave said: ‘Don’t let that be me’.”

On the day his body was secretly 
sent off  in a van to be cremated last 
week, his friends and family spoke in 
his Plumstead front room.

His lodger and long-time friend 
 Brendan McGirr , 56, found Court-
ney dead in his bed on 22 October. 
McGirr said that since July, Courtney 
had been fi lming farewell videos for 
his family – and that he had been open 
about his desire to go.

His arthritis medication had 
stopped working, and Courtney 
was in serious pain . Previous pros-
tate cancer treatment had made him 
impotent and his heart condition 
meant he could not take Viagra any 
more, leaving him frustrated at not 
being able to use the “sex dungeon” 
he constructed in his front garden. 

 McGirr said the gangster told him: 
“I can’t fuck and I can’t fi ght so I’m 
bored and I’m in pain every day.”

In a farewell video shared online 
by his family, Courtney explained his 
reasons, saying: “I am hurting and 
disguising a lot of pain.”

 Speaking about legalising assisted 
dying , McGirr added: “Dave would 
have taken that option, and would 
have had his family there with him , 
and he would have been able to do it 
properly and say goodbye.

“I just think that the extra suff er-
ing that he’s had and mental stress 
that he’s had to have because of that 
… could have been avoided [if the law 
was diff erent]. I do think if anything 
comes out of his passing it should be 
a debate on assisted euthanasia.”

          His  last girlfriend, Angela Hoy, 62, 
described their fi rst meeting at a ball 
fi ve years ago. 

“He came over and I was 57 and 
I said to him : ‘Mate, unless your 
cock’s made of chocolate and spits 
out money, I’m not interested .’ He 
laughed and came back an hour later 
with a hollow Lindt rabbit on his willy 
and a £20 note hanging off   it.”

Courtney, who      once attacked fi ve 
Chinese waiters with a meat cleaver, 
was described by friends as “like an 
angel”. They said he recently paid for 
a homeless woman’s dinner in a cafe 
and had previously paid off  bailiff s for 
the dad of a doorman.

 In June 2004, Courtney was 
cleared of beating Pinto, which was 
reported as being over a lesbian aff air 
with their friend Angela Bostock, 
before Bostock successfully sued 
for libel. Pinto said the episode had 
been misreported and that she and 
Courtney had remained friends, with 
Courtney driving her to cancer treat-
ments last year.

 In the UK and Ireland,  Samaritans  
can be contacted on freephone 116 
123, or email  jo@samaritans.org  or 
 jo@samaritans.ie .                     

▲ Angela Hoy met Courtney  fi ve 
years ago and became his  girlfriend

▼ Jennifer Pinto and Angela Bostock 
at the ‘Camelot’ home in east 
London of Dave Courtney,  right
MAIN PHOTOGRAPH: SARAH LEE/THE GUARDIAN
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Tommy Robinson
Cenotaph rally marks return of far-right fi gure 

 As far-right protesters rallied in 
London bellowing “England till I 
die” on Saturday, a familiar face 
was walking out in front.

Tommy Robinson was beaming 
as a throng of angry men headed 
towards Whitehall to “defend the 
 Cenotaph” from those protesting 
over Palestine on Armistice 
Day chanting: “We love you 
Tommy, we do.” He jumped in a 
taxi before the violence but was 
accused of being instrumental in 
encouraging people to attend.

Since being reinstated on  X , 
formerly known as Twitter,  this 
month, the English Defence 
League (EDL) founder is 
experiencing a resurgence. 
Robinson, 40, whose real name is 
Stephen  Yaxley-Lennon, claims in 

his latest profi le that this is a “new 
era” for him.

Among those concerned about 
his return to the mainstream is 
Nick Lowles, the chief executive 
of the anti-fascist group  Hope Not 
Hate.  “The fact that all this has 
blown up around the Cenotaph 
and the pro-Palestine demos in 
the fortnight that he’s come back 
on to X, I think has obviously 
been signifi cant,” he said. “I t just 
highlights how important banning 
hate fi gures on social media is 
because even though they can go 
on to fringe platforms, it’s much 
more diffi  cult to speak to people 
outside their bubble.”

Lowles, whose biography of 
Robinson,  Tommy, was published 
last year, said that while Robinson 

was careful to appear moderate in 
his videos and had not been there 
when protesters clashed with 
police , he had “lit the fuse” for 
what happened next. 

“He turns up, leads the crowd 
down Whitehall, and then leads a 
group up into Chinatown and then 
jumps in a taxi and goes away,” he 
said. “But he has lit the fuse. ”

He added: “ His email list is 
several 100,000 people. He’d send 
out emails to the list with a video 
embedded in the email, saying we 
must take action, we must take to 
the streets. He winds people up.     ”

After Robinson left, the group 
 faced riot police  and violen ce broke 
out, with protesters chanting: 
“You’re not English any more.” 

 Robinson told the Guardian   he 
had told people to remain calm and 
respectful.  “I was polite the entire 
time, I was calm. I was talking to 
the police pleasantly. And then 
when I fi nished my two minutes’ 

silence I left and went home, which 
is what I said I was coming to do.

“So I didn’t lead a crowd. I just 
left …  I didn’t ask anyone to follow 
me. I left at the fi rst available 
opportunity, I got in a taxi and 
went home to see my children. 
So I didn’t lead a march. I didn’t 
instigate any trouble.”

   The EDL disbanded in 2015 
but its supporters remain active. 
Responding to Rishi Sunak’s 
 condemnation of the “violent, 

wholly unacceptable scenes” from 
the group and others  on Saturday , 
Robinson said: “If you want the 
EDL back Rishi, I could easily 
organise that for you.” 

Robinson’s comeback  may be 
short-lived, however. He lost a  libel 
lawsuit  in 2021 for slurs against a 
Syrian  boy who was fi lmed being 
attacked at school, and  the attorney 
general’s offi  ce is considering 
 legal action for contempt of court 
after a  fi lm repeating the libel was 
circulated. Assuming it  were to 
go to trial and he  were convicted, 
it could mean that by early  next 
year  Robinson is back behind bars. 
Given his previous convictions 
–  which include fraud, assault, 
stalking  and contempt of court  – he 
could  face up to two years in  jail.

Robinson said: “I am facing a 
contempt of court charge because 
the bent judiciary, which is what it 
is, has silenced me and a fi lm was 
leaked.”       Emily Dugan

▲ Tommy Robinson with supporters 
near the Cenotaph on Whitehall  

Braverman says ‘further 
action is necessary’ on 
pro-Palestine marches
Last week Braverman provoked fury 
by ignoring  Downing Street’s request 
that she tone down an opinion piece 
for the Times, in which she accused 
the police of bias in how they deal 
with political protests.

One policing source with close 
knowledge of the weekend’s events 
said the intensity of attacks by far-
right supporters on offi  cers in central 
London was “unprecedented”. Police 
believe some were using  cocaine.

A government source claimed 
police were trying to “dictate” what 
 could be debated publicly by claim-
ing tensions had increased following 
“intense debate about protest and 
policing”. While police do not want 
a public row with the government, 
senior offi  cers were clear about the 
factors they thought had driven far-
right violence towards offi  cers.

 On Saturday night, Matt Twist, 
the Met’s assistant commissioner, 
    said: “This operation took place in 
unique circumstances, against a 
backdrop of confl ict in the Middle 
East, on Armistice Day and following 
a week of intense debate about pro-
test and policing. These all combined 
to increase community tensions.”

 Ben Jamal, director of the Pal-
estine Solidarity Campaign  (PSC), 
which coordinated Saturday’s 
march, accepted that some placards 
were anti semitic but hailed the pro-
test as “overwhelmingly peaceful ”  
and blamed “pro-Israel actors” for 
deliberately seeking out examples 
of antisemitism.

Jamal said he had counted 10 
examples of antisemitism at the pro-
test documented on social media, 
among what he said were 800,000 
marchers. “The organisers includ-
ing PSC would dissociate ourselves 

entirely from them. But we reject 
absolutely the attempt to suggest that 
they are indicative of our views or 
the vast majority of those marching.”

 Yesterday the Met said  Saturday’s 
protests had led to 145 arrests and 
that seven people had  been charged 
with  off ences  relating to violence, 
assault, possession of weapons, crim-
inal damage, public order, inciting 
racial hatred and possession of drugs.

Centrist Conservative MPs have 
expressed despair at Rishi Sunak’s 
delay in sacking Braverman, with one 
senior backbencher predicting “a lot 
of noise” from angry colleagues when 
they return to parliament  today.

While her statement  yesterday 
was not in open defi ance of Sunak, 

it indicated  she is not minded to tone 
down her language.

 The shadow home secretary, 
Yvette Cooper, accused Braverman 
of being “damaging and irrespon-
sible”, but the defence secretary, 
Grant Shapps, dismissed the idea 
that the home secretary’s approach 
had emboldened far-right march-
ers, accusing Labour of “trying to 
play politics” over the issue. “The 
counter-protest was already going 
to happen,” he told Sky’s Sunday 
Morning with Trevor  Phillips . “Those 
people who were going to come and 
try and disrupt this weekend had 
already said they were going to do it.”

Allies of Braverman  believe No 
10  is not  inclined to sack the home 
secretary immediately, especially 
given  the supreme court ruling due 
on Wednesday on the plan to deport 
asylum seekers to Rwanda .  

 The sense of indecision has 
alarmed Tory MPs who want her to 
be removed and who fear the prime 
minister is too weak to stand up to her 
allies on the right of the party. There 
have been doubts over claims that her 
allies number 50 or more.

“I can see the logic of her staying 
for the Rwanda judg ment on Wednes-
day, but if it goes much beyond that, 
it looks like she’s won the battle,” one 
backbencher said. 

A former minister said there was 
“despair” among many  Tory cen-
trists . “The prime minister does seem 
to have a strange predilection, when 
any pressure appears, for deciding 
that these right wing nutters should 
be accommodated,” they said.

In contrast, Braverman-backing 
MPs argue that  antisemitic placards 
 at the pro-Palestine event  vindicated 
her description of the demonstra-
tions for a ceasefi re in Gaza as a “hate 
march”. 

� Continued  from page 1
Police follow protest leads

Police are looking for people seen 
in pictures and videos featuring 
antisemitic and Islamophobic 
language and symbols after 
Saturday’s pro-Palestinian and 
 far-right marches  in London.

 The British Transport Police       
appealed for  the public to help 
them identify four men  in 
relation to a “racially aggravated 
altercation” . A video shows one 
man calling a supporter of the 
march a “terrorist” and another 
shouting: “We were fucking born 
in this country.” 

In  another image,  a woman is 
seen holding a placard featuring 
the  Star of David intertwined 
with a swastika above the slogan 
“No British politician should be a 
‘friend of Israel’.”   

 A further image  showed a 
young woman   shouting: “Death 
to all the Jews.”                     Amy Sedghi
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 Slogans  Momentum founder 
says some on left ‘in denial’ 
over  impact of chants on Jews  

David Lammy 
challenges Tories 
over war crimes 
investigation

 Ben Quinn 
Political correspondent

 A key fi gure behind Jeremy Corbyn’s 
rise to  become Labour leader has said 
 some on Britain’s left are “in denial” 
about the impact  of  certain pro-Pal-
estinian slogans on Jewish people .

 Jon Lansman ,  the founder of 
the grassroots movement Momen-
tum,  said he and others had come to 
feel alienated by Britain’s main pro- 
Palestinian campaign and revealed 
he had recently joined the Jewish 
Labour Movement , the party’s old-
est Jewish affi  liate and one that was 
highly critical of Corbyn.

Lansman also challenged Keir 
Starmer to sign a new joint  letter from 
a range of Jewish and Arab social jus-
tice groups and others calling for “a 
stable ceasefi re” between Israel and 
 Hamas,  along with a commitment 
to negotiations, mutual recognition 
of rights to  Palestinian self-deter-
mination, an end to Jewish settler 
violence and  to the harming of inno-
cent civilians.

He  spoke of the impact on leftwing 
Jews such as himself when they had 
taken part in protests by the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign (P SC) and heard 
the  chant: “From the  river to the  sea, 
Palestine will be  free.” The phrase – 
regarded by some as a legitimate 
expression of support for Palestinian 
statehood but by  others as advocat-
ing the eradication of Israel – has 
increasingly been questioned since 
the Hamas atrocities of 7 October .

“Most people who go on PSC 
marches are people who genuinely 
want to express solidarity with the 
Palestinian people and I have no 
problem with that,”  he  said.

“But in the past – the last time I 
was on one was 2015 or 2016 – I found 
it uncomfortable to hear the ‘ from 
the river to the sea Palestine will be 
free’ chant. Where does  it leave Israeli 
people? Can there not be scope for a 
message that has the sentiment ‘ from 

the  river to the  sea Palestinians and 
Israelis shall be free and equal’? ”

He said it was also “unhelpful” that 
some in the leadership of the PSC, 
which was  behind Saturday’s  march 
 through c entral London , appeared 
only to  favour of a  one-state   solution .

Lansman spoke to the Guardian at 
a time when many leftwingers from a 
Jewish background have challenged 
what they saw as shortcomings in the 
reaction of erstwhile comrades on the 
 left to the Hamas attacks.

After the atrocities, dozens of left-
of-centre Israeli academics published 
an open letter criticising political 
allies abroad for their “inadequate 
response” to the attacks.

Lansman, 66,            was also critical of 
the way in which Jews have come to 
be characterised  by the left. “One of 
the problems is that many on the left 
insuffi  ciently diff erentiate between 
Jews. They seem  to  categorise them 
as Zionists or anti-Zionists,” he said.

“In fact, British Jews have a wide 
range of views and very many who 
the left might see as  Zionists  are 
critical of illegal settlements, the 
occupation, of the Israeli govern-
ment and even of the conduct of the 
present war.”                                     

 ‘Can there not be 
the message:  from 
the  river to the  sea 
Palestinians and 
Israelis shall be free?’
 Jon Lansman 
Momentum founder 

 Patrick Wintour

The    government is being challenged 
 over whether it will join  Labour 
in supporting the international 
 criminal court inquiry into poten-
tial war crimes committed by Israel, 
with the shadow foreign secretary, 
David Lammy, calling for  all parties 
to uphold international law. 

The ICC prosecutor,  Karim Khan, 
has insisted he has jurisdiction , but  
under the premiership of Boris John-
son the government said the ICC had 
no legal right to interfere.

Both the UK and the US intervened 

against the ICC becoming involved in 
Israel in 2021 when, after fi ve years 
of preliminary inquiry, judges con-
fi rmed that Palestine’s status as an 
occupied territory rather than a sov-
ereign country did not preclude an 
ICC investigation.

In a  letter to the Conservative 
Friends of Israel  in April 2021, John-
son reassured pro-Israeli MPs  that the 
government opposed  an ICC  investi-
gation into alleged war crimes. 

     At the same time  the Trump admin-
istration in the US also rejected ICC 
involvement, insisting  “Palestinians 
do not qualify as a sovereign state and 
therefore, are not qualifi ed to obtain 
membership as a state in, participate 
as a state in, or delegate jurisdiction 
to the ICC ”.

 The Conservatives have not subse-
quently said  they no longer support  
the legal analysis set out by Johnson.

           Lammy said  last night that “ all 
 parties must uphold international 
law”.            

▼ Suella Braverman lays a wreath 
at the Cenotaph yesterday. Below, 
Rishi Sunak and seven former prime 
ministers pay their respects. Left, 

from top: armed forces members and 
veterans in Liverpool; the Royal Mile 
in Edinburgh; Prince William and 
King Charles III at the Cenotaph

PHOTOGRAPHS: KIN CHEUNG/AP; TOBY MELVILLE/AFP/GETTY; ADAM VAUGHAN/EPA; JANE BARLOW/PA WIRE
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Israel urged to exercise 
restraint as Gaza hospitals 
are forced to close doors
Jason Burke
Jerusalem 

Two  hospitals in northern Gaza closed 
to new patients yesterday  amid Israeli 
airstrikes and heavy fi ghting around 
both facilities, as medical staff  were 
left without oxygen, medical supplies 
or fuel to power incubators.

Intense clashes were  taking place 
around Gaza’s biggest hospital,   al-
Shifa , and another major facility, 
 al-Quds, as Israel pressed ahead with 
its off ensive against Hamas .

 Last night the World Health Organ-
ization  said it had  contacted al-Shifa 
after three days without electricity, 
water and functioning internet, but 
that  it was “not functioning as a hos-
pital any more”.

The WHO  director   general,  Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus , tweeted: 
“The constant gunfi re and bomb-
ings in the area have exacerbated the 
already critical circumstances. Tragi-
cally, the number of patient fatalities 
has increased signifi cantly.  The world 
cannot stand silent while hospitals  … 
are transformed into scenes of death, 
devastation, and despair.” 

Israeli forces appeared close to 
reaching many of their objectives 
in Gaza, sweeping across  the north-
ern sector,  seen as the stronghold of 
Hamas, though  its  leaders  seemed to 
have escaped the massive military 
eff ort so far.

 International pressure  is mount-
ing for Israel to employ “maximum 

restraint”.  António Guterres  ,  the sec-
retary  general of the  UN,  said Hamas’s 
attacks on Israel, in which  1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, were killed, did 
not justify the collective punishment 
of Palestinians. “You cannot use the 
horrifi c things that Hamas did as a 
reason for collective punishment of 
the Palestinian people,” he told CNN.

 Josep Borrell , the E U ’s top dip-
lomat, called for immediate pauses 
in the fi ghting to enable the evacu-
ation of hospital patients who require 
urgent medical care  . “These hostili-
ties are severely impacting hospitals 
and taking a horrifi c toll on civilians 
and medical staff ,” Borrell said .

“Hospitals must  ...  be supplied 
immediately with the most urgent 
medical supplies, and patients that 
require urgent medical care need to 
be evacuated safely . In this context, 
we urge Israel to exercise maximum 
restraint to ensure the protection of 
civilians.”

The German chancellor,  Olaf 
Scholz , said   a ceasefire or “long 
pause” would not be  right . “That 
would mean ultimately that Israel 
leaves Hamas the possibility of recov-
ering and obtaining new missiles,” he 
added, calling instead for “humani-
tarian pauses”.

Israel has said doctors, patients 
and thousands of evacuees who have 
taken refuge at hospitals in northern 
Gaza must leave through “human-
itarian corridors”  so it can tackle 
Hamas gunmen who, it says, have 
placed command centres under and 
around  the hospitals.  Hamas denies 
using  medical facilities in this way.

 Hospital staff  say patients could 
die if they are moved and Palestinian 
offi  cials say Israeli gunfi re makes it 
dangerous for others to leave. 

 Offi  cials from the  Gaza health min-
istry said on Friday that 11,078  people 
had been killed in air and artillery 
strikes , around 40% of them chil-
dren, and that 13 Palestinians were 
killed yesterday  in an Israeli strike on 
a house in Khan Younis  in southern 
Gaza , inside the area to which Israel’s 
military has been directing Palestin-
ians to evacuate.

Israel has cut most supplies of elec-
tricity, fuel, water and food to Gaza, 
causing acute suff ering to the popu-
lation of 2.3 million. Many are now 
crammed into  makeshift shelters 
 without  food, clean water or  treat-
ment for chronic medical conditions .

In some shelters,  poor hygienic 
conditions are leading to  outbreaks 
of infectious diseases. A  spokes per-
son for the  Israel Defence Forces  said 
Israel was trying to get more humani-
tarian assistance into Gaza, but only a 
fraction of the aid that usually enters 
Gaza has reached the needy.

 There remains  overwhelming sup-
port for the war among Israelis , but 
the issue of how to free  hostages held 
by Hamas  is more divisive. Yester-
day,  Benjamin Netanyahu, the  prime 
minister, hinted at a  deal to free the 
more than 240 hostages  but declined 
to provide details.

       In a televised address on Satur-
day, Netanyahu pledged once again 
to bring the hostages home and also 
threatened Hezbollah, the Islamist 
militia based in southern Lebanon. 
As he spoke, thousands joined a rally 
outside the Tel Aviv  museum  square, 
which has been informally renamed 
“ hostages square”,  to support fami-
lies of the hostages .

The complex balancing of confl ict-
ing threats and objectives – to keep 
Hezbollah out of the war, “crush” 
Hamas and release the hostages – is 
placing immense strain on Israel’s 
resources. More than 300,000 reserv-
ists remain mobilised, and the IDF  
 said 46 servicemen and women had 
been killed since its ground opera-
tions in Gaza began. 

 E stablishing control 
over al-Shifa 
hospital is a key 
Israeli objective for 
both military and 
political reasons. The 

sprawling complex dominates the 
centre of Gaza City, where Hamas 
has much of its administrative 
infrastructure, and is close to the 
main north-south coast road .

Destroying the ability of Hamas 
to govern Gaza is one of the stated 
aims of the Israeli off ensive. 

“In this war we have to 
dismantle the elements of Hamas 
that will prevent Hamas from 
becoming a military threat again 
or a government again,” said Prof 
 Kobi Michael  of the Institute  for 
National Security Studies in Tel 
Aviv. “We cannot deal with the 
ideology by bombing or shooting. 
This requires diff erent means .”

 As crucial as Israel feels the 
operation is, it is also fraught with 
diplomatic risk. The United States 
had no wish to see “innocent 
civilians” caught up in fi ghting 
in Gaza’s healthcare facilities, a 
senior US offi  cial said yesterday .

“The United States does not 
want to see fi refi ghts in hospitals 
where innocent people, patients 
receiving medical care, are caught 
in the crossfi re and we’ve had 
active consultations with the 
Israel  Defen ce Forces on this,” the 

White House’s  national  security 
 adviser, Jake Sullivan, told CBS 
News .

Israeli offi  cials have  repeatedly 
claimed the headquarters of 
Hamas is  in bunkers under al-Shifa 
and that the militant Islamist 
organisation is using patients, 
medical staff  and thousands 
displaced by  war as “human 
shields ”. Hamas rejects the claims.

Writing in the mass market 
newspaper   Yedioth Ahronoth , the 
columnist  Avi Issacharoff   said that, 
despite  mounting Israeli casualties 
in Gaza,  what began as the biggest 
military failure in Israel’s history 
had become a relatively successful 
military campaign. But he added: 
“One cannot ignore the fact that 
before our very eyes this is turning 
into one of the biggest diplomatic 
disasters we have ever known.”

Israeli military planners are 
well aware that international 
pressure  halted Israeli off ensives 
or counter-attacks in  previous 
wars.          There are few signs that 
 today’s  government is about 
to make any  concession to the 
entreaties of Israel’s allies.  Munir 
al-Boursh, an undersecretary at 
the Hamas-run health ministry , 
alleged yesterday that Israeli 
snipers had deployed around 
Shifa, fi ring at any movement 
inside  the hospital compound 
while airstrikes had destroyed 
 homes next door , killing three 
people, including a doctor.

 The Israeli prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, said his 
country had off ered fuel to  the 
hospital,  but  Hamas had refused 
to receive it. The Israeli military 
has said there is a safe corridor for 
civilians to evacuate  south, but 
people  in the hospital said they 
were afraid to go outside.

The Hamas-run health 
ministry in Gaza says there are 
 1,500 patients in the hospital  
 and a similar number of medical 
personnel.  Physicians said  it was 
impossible for everyone to  leave. 

 Lt Col Richard Hecht, an IDF 
spokesman,  last week  said the 
Israeli military did not target 
hospitals, adding:  “But if we see a 
Hamas terrorist, we will kill him.” 
Jason Burke Jerusalem

Analysis
 Battle for  beleaguered medical facility is fraught with diplomatic risk

Israel’s prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, 
said his country had 
off ered fuel to the 
hospital, but Hamas 
had refused to receive it

Al-Shifa 
No power, 
no water 
and little 
hope amid 
fears for 
newborns

� Continued  from page 1

Social Media Pakistan 0342-4938217



Section:GDN 1N  PaGe:7  Edition Date:231113  Edition:01  Zone:    Sent at 12/11/2023 21:06 cYanmaGentaYellowb

• Monday 13 November 2023  The Guardian 

7

� Rescuers and 
civilians stand 
amid the rubble 
of a building 
destroyed 
by Israeli 
bombardment of 
Khan Younis
PHOTOGRAPH: 
MAHMUD HAMS/AFP/
GETTY IMAGES

 �  Wounded 
Palestinians  at a 
hospital in Khan 
Younis , Gaza. 
Below: medical 
workers treating 
a Palestinian 
 by fl ashlight as 
 power is cut at 
the Indonesian 
hospital in 
 northern Gaza 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
FATIMA SHBAIR/AP, 
ANAS AL-SHAREEF/
REUTERS

‘We lost  a 
baby today; 
yesterday 
we lost two. 
I fear all 
the babies 
will lose 
their lives’
Marwan Abu 
Sada Surgeon

patients inside al-Shifa had died 
in the past two days. A drone was 
 target ing people  in  the compound, 
she said,  and staff  had been forced 
to leave at least 100 decomposing 
bodies in the hospital grounds . 
They had witnessed  stray dogs 
ripping at the bodies.

Ambulances were unable to 
bring the wounded to the hospital 
or take  patients to other facilities, 
said Abu Sada,  though one person 
who was shot in the surrounding 
neighbourhood managed to fl ee 
into the grounds . Another  was shot 
in the chest when he looked out the 
window and died instantly.

“It is a horrifying scene for the 
 staff ; we are so afraid . But we must 
stay here; we are ethically obliged 
to treat patients and we cannot 
leave with  them still inside. Even if 
we could, where would we go?”  

Israeli offi  cials have repeatedly 
demanded that Palestinians fl ee 
to the south of the Gaza Strip, 
including evacuating hospitals 
where thousands are sheltering . 
Staff    say  moving critical patients 
would be deadly. The UN estimates 
that 1.5 million people are  displaced 
within the Gaza Strip – almost 70% 
 of its population.

Al-Kaila said Israeli demands 
to evacuate hospitals meant the 
wounded would be left to fend for 
themselves on the street. “This is 
not an evacuation but an expulsion 
at gunpoint.” 

The Israel  Defence Forces (IDF) 
have repeatedly claimed that 
Hamas operates from bunkers 
underneath al-Shifa. This is  denied 
by  Hamas and hospital staff .

 Col Moshe Tetro, who heads the 
IDF Gaza coordination  and liaison 
unit , said: “ There is no shooting at 
the hospital and there is no siege,” 
in reference to al-Shifa. “The east 
side of the hospital remains open. 
Additionally, we [the IDF] can 
coordinate [with] anyone who 
wants to leave  safely.”

The  Red Cross said:    “The ICRC 
urgently calls for the immediate 
protection of all civilians, including 
humanitarian workers and medical 
personnel. This protection is not 
only a legal obligation but a moral 
imperative to preserve human life .”

At least 11,100 people are 
believed to have been killed in 
Israeli bombardments of the 
Gaza Strip since  7 October, when 
Hamas  attacked Israeli towns and 
kibbutzim, killing an estimated 
1,200 people.  On Saturday night, 
health offi  cials in the territory said 
they were unable to update the 
daily death toll  owing to the attacks 
on medical infrastructure.          

 Early  yesterday, the World 
Health Organization said it had lost 
communication with its contacts 
inside al-Shifa hospital. “The last 
reports said that the hospital was 
surrounded by tanks,” they said. 
“Staff  reported a lack of clean 
water and risk of the last remaining 
critical functions, including ICUs, 
ventilators and incubators, soon 
shutting down due to lack of fuel, 
putting the lives of patients at 
immediate risk. 

“The WHO has grave concerns 
for the safety of the health workers, 
hundreds of sick and injured 
patients, including babies on life 
support and displaced people who 
remain inside the hospital. The 
number of inpatients is reportedly 
almost double its capacity.”          

Al-Shifa hospital  ran out of 
clean water after storage tanks 
on the roof  were struck in the 
bombardments, which also hit 
oxygen supplies in the complex 
according to staff  and al-Kaila, who 
said blood supplies had spoiled 
owing to the lack of power.  People 
in the surrounding area had died 
after being unable to access the 
hospital for treatment.

Abu Sada said  staff   had been 
 surviving on dates  as food supplies 
dwindled. An estimated 15,000 
people were sheltering in al-Shifa as 
of Saturday morning .  Patients and 
staff  risked dehydration because of 
the lack of drinking water .  

In the  Al-Ahli Arab  hospital 
on the eastern side of the city, 
the only facility able to receive 
patients,   Dr Fadel Naim  said they 
had run out of blood supplies. “The 
situation is catastrophic .  We have 
a limited team. Our colleagues 
are in al-Shifa hospital and they 
can’t come to help us. At the same 
time, we are receiving hundreds 
of injured people as well as those 
with chronic diseases like diabetes 
or hypertension, diarrhoea and 
dehydration.   We operate like 
a fi eld hospital, conducting 
the emergency and minimum 
possible intervention to save lives 
and stop bleeding.   We do only 
life-saving surgeries.”

the transfer, but  their conditions 
worsened over the weekend. “We 
lost the life of one baby today, 
yesterday we lost two and I am 
afraid that all of the babies will lose 
their lives,” said Abu Sada.

Al-Shifa  had the largest neonatal 
unit in Gaza, and nowhere else 
could care for the infants, he said, 
making evacuation impossible. 
“We no longer have  oxygen , or even 
fuel to run a generator.” 

Hospitals across Gaza City are 
in a struggle for survival, with 
only one facility able to receive 
hundreds of wounded people 
arriving daily. Staff  in Dar al-Shifa, 
the largest medical facility in the 
 territory, were working yesterday 
 under bombardment and without 
power, clean water, or food.

“Shifa is besieged: No one can get 
out  or enter,” said Abu Sada. “It is 
dangerous for us, even the medical 
staff , to look out the window. We 
are so afraid of the shooting.” 

 Amid fears of sniper fi re,  staff  
have moved all 600 remaining 
patients  from the windows and 
into corridors  inside the complex . 
The  complex in the west of Gaza 
City  suff ered six strikes  over the 
past two days as Israeli tanks and 
snipers closed in, Abu Sada said, 
including  one  on an extension to 
the intensive care unit yesterday .

In the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, the Palestinian health 
minister,  Mai al-Kaila,  said 12 
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▲ Top,  Michal Sagi , Noam’s wife, 
at Ada Sagi’s home which was looted 
by Hamas after her abduction. 
Above, a poster of Ada in the kibbutz

Return to the kibbutz  ‘This was  Mum’s
little heaven … Her absence is loud’
    Emine Sinmaz 
Nir Oz

‘I t’s a ghost town,” said 
Noam Sagi as he returned 
to  Nir Oz kibbutz for the 
fi rst time since his mother, 
Ada, 75, was abducted by 
Hamas gunmen. He had 

arrived from London to   campaign  
for the release of the 240 hostages  
 snatched from their homes on 
7 October.  He also wanted to 
make sense of what happened to 
Ada, who last texted her family at 
9.24am on what is  known in Israel 
as Black Saturday.

Sagi, 53, was trying to piece 
together the horrifying clues he has 
uncovered in her home ,  bloodied, 
pockmarked with bullet holes and 
littered with spent casings.

“This was M um’s little heaven,” 
he  said, outside a lush patio now 
blemished by  blood. “I expect M um 
to come with a hug and apple cake 
and coff ee and loads of kisses. But 
what you see is just devastation and 
she’s not here. Her absence is really, 

really loud. The birds continue, it’s 
still green, but there is a void.”

Inside,  he stepped  over shattered 
glass and broken furniture . A trail 
of blood leads from the safe room 
 to the front door. “When I see 
the bloodstains and the signs of 
struggle it brings the story alive in 
my head. I see her, I feel her pain, I 
feel her terror,” he  said.

 Ada, a retired Arabic teacher, 
 had lived at the house for 54 years. 
 It was looted after her abduction 
and Sagi, his wife, Michal Sagi, 53, 
and brother-in-law Sharon Sela, 47, 
 were trying to fi nd her treasured 
possessions among the chaos.

 He entered a bedroom where 
Ada’s six grandchildren often 
stay. “This is not just blood,” Sagi 
 said, pointing  to  thicker drops 
 underneath a picture of a bird 
that his son painted. In another 
bedroom, a drawing by Ada’s 
youngest grandchild  had two bullet 
holes in it.

 At the safe room –  the scene of 
Ada’s abduction –  was a pool of 
blood by the entrance and smears 
on the door handle.

“We didn’t fi nd bullet holes 
in the safe room, but something 
happened here,”  said Sela. “I don’t 
know if it’s from a gun or a knife. 
We did fi nd a bullet casing.” He 
 said he cannot understand why the 
gunmen would harm Ada when 
they had already breached the safe 
room, which did not lock .

Sagi  knew before he came here 
that the Israel Defence Forces had 
found blood in the house, but  not 
the extent. “The fi rst thing that 
comes to my mind is the extent of 
her injuries and what the situation 
is now. My mum is very, very strong 
mentally. She’s very positive. But 
I’m worried about her physical 
health. She has a lung condition 
and this is her lifesaver,” he  said, 
picking up Ada’s inhaler from a 
small basket.

 Sagi  was trying to remain 
positive. “I feel, in a weird way, 
lucky because we have something 
to see and to understand. And we 
know that M um is kidnapped and 
not dead. There are a lot of places 
that have been burned to the 
ground and you can’t even bury 

anyone because they’re just teeth 
and that’s it,” he  said.

 Walking around the kibbutz, 
he pointed  out some of the 
devastation:  a torched house where 
a woman with motor neurone 
disease and her carers were 
terrorised; an empty burned-out 
bird cage; a blackened  children’s  
table and chair set .

Sagi, a psychotherapist, grew 
up on the kibbutz  2 miles  from 
the Gaza border, before moving to 
London 22 years ago. His childhood 
memories of playing football 
and learning to ride a bike here 
are now tarnished. A quarter of 
the kibbutz’s 400 residents were 
abducted or murdered. The IDF did 
not arrive  for 8.5 hours, by which 
time the terrorists had  left. Many of 
the homes here now looked more 
like mangled half-structures with 
their roofs caved in and  insides 
torched.

 “What happened is that they 
drilled into the gas pipes and then 
turned them in so the gas goes into 
the house,” Sagi  said, as  he entered 
one such home. “People either 
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come out and die, or they just then 
throw a match in and kill them.”

 He entered the burned-out 
home of Yocheved Lifshitz, 85, 
one of the four hostages who has 
been released, and her husband, 
Oded, 83, who remains captive. 
“They were peace activists,” Sagi 
 said. “Sharon’s dad had medals 
from the PLO [Palestine Liberation 
Organization] for the stuff  they did 
for Palestinians. So [Hamas] took 
him from a place where he had 
plaques from Yasser Arafat. They 
took the best chance for peace.”

 Walking along the  border fence 
 used as an escape route by Hamas , 
Sagi pointed  to a  breach : “You can 
see how people were taken through 
the gate here across the border;  this 
is how they took them on mobility 
scooters, or in their own vehicles, 
or on motorbikes. ”

Next  was the kibbutz’s  dining 
room, which  had been sprayed 
by bullets and burned. Inside, 
Sagi’s friend, Natalie Roitman, 
whose mother, Ofelia, is being 
held hostage, has created an art 
installation. “In shock and horror 
and deep sorrow we announce the 
murder of our beloved community 
members in Nir Oz on the Black 
Saturday of 7 October 2023,” said a 
sign surrounded by names of the 
dead. Recently, two  names  had 
been added  after a father and a son 
who were presumed to have been 
kidnapped were identifi ed as dead 
by their teeth, Sagi said.  Inside the 

dining hall, posters of the dead and 
missing  were laid out on tables. But 
each  was more than just a picture 
for Sagi. He pointed out his maths 
teacher, a childhood friend and a 
mentor on one table alone.

Sagi was in Israel for  three days  
 for an “important” meeting. He 
didn’t want to elaborate, but said: 
“ I feel very much that I can’t sit 
and wait for the government to do 
something. It’s on me. I’m trying to 
meet as many people as I can who 
can make a diff erence. I’m trying 
to do things that will keep the 
hostages as the main priority.”

         Back at Ada’s house, Sagi 
stressed that  residents of the 
kibbutz  dreamed of peace. He 
became emotional for the fi rst 
time : “I can talk to you like a tour 
guide, but it is too much. It’s so 
much loss in one place and they 
deserve only good. 

“They stand for everything that 
is good – not only in this region, not 
only in Israel, but in the universe.”

▲ A home at the 
Nir Oz kibbutz 
destroyed by 
Hamas on 
7 October. A 
quarter of 
the kibbutz’s 
residents 
were killed or 
abducted by 
militants. Above 
left, Noam Sagi 

Hezbollah Attacks escalate on 
Lebanon border as 18 Israelis 
injured in militia missile strike

France 
March against 
antisemitism 
stirs bitter 
political rows

 Patrick Wintour
Diplomatic editor

Eighteen Israelis were  injured yester-
day, one critically,  as the  Hezbollah 
militia  fi red anti-tank missiles from 
 southern Lebanon in a further sign 
 the skirmishing along the border is 
 escalating.

Several vehicles near the north-
ern community of  Dovev  were hit in 
the missile  attack,  with the victims 
includ ing  Israel Electric Corpora-
tion  workers who  were repairing 
power lines that had been damaged 
by  previous  strikes from Lebanon. 

Hezbollah sources had claimed 
they were soldiers, an assertion 
 denied by the Israel  Defence Forces  
(IDF). The  Magen David Adom 
  emergency service said one of the 
civilians injured in the attack was in 
a critical condition.

 The chief Israeli military spokes-
person,  R Adm  Daniel Hagari , said 
 the IDF was “at a very high state of 
readiness in the north,” and warned 
that “Lebanon’s citizens will bear the 
cost of this recklessness”. 

In a day  of sporadic  missile  
and drone  exchanges, Israel also 
  targeted two Hez boll ah units 
 that had launched mortars from 
 Lebanon at areas near the commu-
nities of  Menara and Yir’on . In the 
Menara incident, the  IDF said seven 
 soldiers were  wounded .

Hezbollah-linked media reported 
that Israeli artillery targeted the 

 Jon Henley
Paris

More than 100,000 people, includ-
ing senior politicians, marched in 
Paris against antisemitism yesterday 
amid a dramatic surge in anti-Jew-
ish incidents across France and bitter 
political rows over whether – and how 
– to take part.

“Our order of the day today is … 
the total fi ght against antisemitism, 
which is the opposite of the values 
of the republic,” said  Gérard Larcher , 
the French senate speaker and a co-
organiser of the largely peaceful 
demonstration .

His counterpart in the lower house 
 and the march’s co-organiser,  Yaël 
Braun-Pivet , said : “In France, we are 
able  to unite around our common 
base, our history and our future.”

The prime minister,  Élisabeth 
Borne , whose Jewish father sur-
vived  Auschwitz  but took his life 
when she was 11, said at the head of 

town of  Labbouneh , in  southern 
Lebanon, and that sirens sounded 
at the  Naqoura  headquarters of the 
U N  interim  force in Lebanon (Unifi l)    .  

The right wing Israeli newspaper 
 Maariv  reported  yesterday that the 
IDF  was preparing to deal a “strong 
blow” to Iran-backed Hezbollah 
in response to the escalation of its 
attacks . The IDF said Israeli gunfi re 
ha d killed at least 70 Hezbollah fi ght-
ers since the start of hostilities.

An  IDF spokes person said later 
 that a fi ghter jet and other aircraft 
had attacked several Hezbollah 
targets in Lebanon, including “a 
military compound containing a 
warehouse of weapons and military 
infrastructure ”.

On Saturday,  Hezbollah ’s leader, 
 Hassan Nasrallah , said  his group was 
using new weapons  including  attack 
drones “for the fi rst time in the his-
tory of the resistance” in Lebanon .

Nasrallah’s speech prompted a 
warning from the Israeli d efence 
 minister,  Yoav Gallant , who said 

the  procession that when it came to 
antisemitism, the nation “must let 
nothing pass”.

More than 3,000 police were 
deployed along the route of what 
interior minister  Gérald Darmanin  
called a “great civic march”,  that was 
 marred only by minor scuffl  es as a 
left wing Jewish group tried to stop 
far -right party leaders joining.

Tensions have been mounting in 
France,  home to Europe’s largest Jew-
ish and Muslim communities, since 
the 7 October Hamas attack  on Israel .

 Nearly   1,250  antisemitic acts have 
been recorded since the start of the 
confl ict – nearly three times as many 
as in all of 2022 – and more than 70 
demonstrations against antisem-
itism took place around the country 
yesterday .

Emmanuel Macron, the French 
president, did not take part but said 
earlier he would be there “in my 
heart and in my thoughts”, adding 
that there could be “no tolerance for 
the intolerable” and France must 

 Lebanese citizens would “pay the 
price”,  add ing: “What we’re doing 
in Gaza, we can also do in Beirut.”

 The caretaker Lebanese  prime 
 minister,  Najib Mikati ,  praised 
 Hezbollah  for its “patriotism” and 
 said he had drawn up a three-month 
contingency plan in the event of a full 
war breaking out involving Lebanon.

He added: “Caution is still being 
exercised and we hope that the con-
tacts will lead to a cessation of Israeli 
attacks in the south of the country.”

Mikati  said: “Hezbollah behaves 
very patriotically and I trust the 
rationality of this movement. 
What matters most to me is keep-
ing  Lebanon far from war. We have 
always sought stability.”

 However, an Israeli military 
 spokes person  said: “At a time the 
Lebanese premier has said that he 
is reassured over the rationality of 
 Hezbollah’s actions, the saboteurs 
of the terrorist party fired anti-
tank shells at Israeli civilians from 
the electricity company, wounding 
 several of them.

“This is a terrorist, irrational attack 
that targeted civilians and is risking 
Lebanon as a state. ”

 In Iraq, rockets were fi red at a mili-
tary base on the  outskirts of Baghdad  
used by members of the pro-Iran Pop-
ular Mobili sation Forces .

It was unclear who launched the 
attack, but there was speculation it 
came  as retaliation  by pro-Iran fac-
tions on  US troops in Iraq.  

In Syria, fl ights  were diverted to 
Latakia  international   airport  after the 
latest Israeli airstrikes  hit airports in 
Damascus and Aleppo.

 Sources told Asharq News that the 
government  was likely to have com-
pleted repairing the two airports but 
 did  not want to resume  fl ights in case 
 Israel struck them again .

be “united behind its values, its 
universalism”.

In a letter published in Le Parisien 
newspaper, Macron condemned the 
“unbearable resurgence of unbridled 
anti semitism” in France. “A France 
where our Jewish citizens are afraid 
is not France,” he said.

Two previous presidents,  Fran-
çois Hollande  and  Nicolas Sarkozy , 
and several former prime ministers 
 joined the Paris march, as well as sev-
eral well-known fi gures such as the 
former footballer  Lilian Thuram   .

Family members of some of the 40 
French citizens killed in the  attack 
on 7 October, and of those missing or 
held hostage, also took part.

The event divided France’s politi-
cal class, with the attendance of the 
far-right National Rally (RN), whose 
recent support for Israel has been 
widely  seen as an opportunistic 
attempt to bury its anti     semitic past , 
drawing wides pread criticism.

The party’s leader,  Marine Le Pen , 
said the march should also mark 
resistance to “Islamic fundamental-
ism”, one of  her party’s key talking 
points.  But the French government’s 
spokesperson,  Olivier Véran , called 
the RN’s attendance “indecent”.      

The Communist party leader, 
 Fabien Roussel , refused to march 
alongside the MPs of the anti-immi-
grant party , saying it had been 
founded by people who were “repeat-
edly condemned for antisemitic 
remarks” who “collaborated” with 
Nazi Germany.             

next to blood 
stains at the 
home of his 
mother, who 
was abducted. 
Below, bodycam 
footage taken 
by a Hamas 
militant
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
QUIQUE 
KIERSZENBAUM/
THE GUARDIAN; IDF/AP

▲ Prime minister Élisabeth Borne, 
whose father survived Auschwitz

▲ Israel’s defence minister,  Yoav 
Gallant , visits the northern border
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Rwanda
court ruling 
What might 
result mean 
for Tories?
 Peter Walker 
Deputy political editor

W ednesday marks 
a potentially 
pivotal 
moment in the 
government’s 
fortunes when 

 the supreme court rules  whether 
its plan to deport asylum seekers 
to Rwanda is lawful.

The decision could have 
signifi cant implications not just for 
immigration and asylum policy, 
but also for the future direction of 
Rishi Sunak’s government, and the 
Conservative party more widely. 
Here is what could follow from a 
government win or loss:
 
Government wins the case
  While only the fi ve law lords 
hearing the case will know for sure 
before their decision is made public 
at 10am on Wednesday, there is 
speculation that the relatively rapid 
process – a ruling was seen as more 
likely in December – could signal 
rejection of the government’s 
arguments, endorsing the   court 
of appeal’s decision  in June. 
 Paradoxically, a  loss is seen by 
some inside No 10 as not just  likely 
but in some ways  welcome.

 If the highest court in the 
land gives the green light to the 
deportation scheme,  Sunak and 
Suella Braverman will have to enact 
a policy that many critics viewed as 
largely performative and unlikely 
to achieve its one stated  aim: to 
signifi cantly reduce the number of 
people arriving unoffi  cially in the 
UK on small boats.

Nearly 46,000 people made this 
Channel trip last year, and while 
numbers are down so far in 2023, 
they remain way above  the  number 
that could be fl own to Rwanda .

Another risk for Sunak and 
 Braverman, his – for now at least 
– home secretary is that while 
the policy is popular with some 
voters , images of tearful deportees, 
plus potential future stories of 
mistreatment in Rwanda or people 
embarking on the same journey to 
the UK again, might dent this.

It would be  politically damaging 
for the government to see one of 
its fl agship policies very obviously 
fail, something that could see hard 
right-leaning voters incline to the 
even more drastic migration ideas 
of Reform UK, while Conservatives 
on the other fl ank of the party get 
tempted by the Liberal Democrats.

All this is not necessarily to 
say that ministers want to lose: 
the consequences of the policy 
being struck down could be even 

more destabilising for the Tories 
than a victory.

 Government loses the case
 The  political chronology of the 
supreme court ruling the Rwanda 
policy illegal is not hard to predict. 
Sunak, and particularly Braverman, 
would lament the demise of a plan 
they could still argue would have 
done the trick, without having to 
prove it .

You could  expect a Conservative-
friendly barrage of condemnation 
from right-leaning media 
and commentators about 
interventionist judges, perhaps 
even with Lords Reed, Hodge, 
Lloyd-Jones, Briggs and Sales 
 branded enemies of the people  .

After that,  matters would 
become more tricky. With stopping 
small boat crossings being one 
of the  self-declared fi ve pledges , 
Sunak would need to fi nd other 
means, not least better cooperation 
with the French and EU more 
widely, not necessarily home turf 
for Braverman and  the immigration 
minister, Robert Jenrick.

One recent success for the 
government has been a sharp 
 drop in the numbers of Albanian 
nationals crossing the Channel, 
coinciding with eff orts to swiftly 
return many people to what the 
Home Offi  ce deems a safe country.

Ministers have already set out 
plans to add India and Georgia 
to  the list of safe countries, with 
reports that Turkey and Egypt 
could also be considered – although 
offi  cials discount the idea that 
Jenrick has proposed Iraq as well.  

For those on the right of the 
Conservatives,  all this might be 
seen as tinkering, prompting 
renewed calls for Sunak to consider 
quitting the European  convention 
on  human  rights (ECHR).

According  to the Mail on 
Sunday , Braverman would want 
to put this at the centre of the next 
election, running a “quit the ECHR” 
campaign . Other reports suggest 
she might resign from government 
to push this goal.

Such a move would be far from 
risk-free for Sunak . While resisting 
Braverman’s reported plan would 
bring anger from the Tory right , 
agreeing to it could split the party 
altogether, with  centrist  MPs 
fi ercely resistant to the notion.

As ever with the prospects fo r 
a prime minister who arrived in 
No 10 both unelected and 12 years 
into Conservative rule, the best 
option of all would be the one he 
cannot have: to not start from here.

▲ Families are helped ashore at 
Dungeness after a Channel rescue

Inside
‘One of my father’s 
fi nal wishes’ 
Irish woman to return 
family’s African objects
Page 21 �
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� Prof Anne 
Whitehead at 
the secret garden 
between the A1 
and the Angel 
of the North in 
Gateshead, Tyne 
and Wear

▲ Messages 
and objects are 
strung from tree 
branches at the 
memorial site
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
RICHARD SAKER/
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 ‘Embrace of the Angel’
Professor hunts for the
roots of a secret garden
 Mark Brown 
North of England correspondent

 I n a scrubby copse of alder 
trees near one of north-east 
England’s busiest roads 
and in the shadow of one its 
most famous landmarks, 
the Angel of the North, is 

a spontaneous, secret garden of 
memories . An academic is on a 
mission to fi nd out why.

“I’m interested in how objects 
and places help people, in terms of 
grief,”  says  Prof  Anne Whitehead . 
“What signifi cance do the objects 
here have? What is it about this site 
that has drawn them to leave things 
here? Did they come here with the 
person they are remembering? Is it 
because of the Angel? Is it because 
they feel the Angel represents the 
region?”

Whitehead is speaking to the 
Guardian on a chilly November 

morning at  Antony  Gormley’s 
 25-year-old  statue in Gateshead.

The unoffi  cial memorial area 
has developed over many years but 
 most people would not have a clue 
it is there.

On  one side there is the constant 
thrum of vehicle noise from the  A1, 
just metres away . On the other , the 
Angel towers above you.

You can walk through the trees 
and see photographs, folded 
and unfolded notes, straggles of 
ribbon, baubles, garlands, plastic 
butterfl ies, artifi cial fl owers, 
weather-ravaged stuff ed toys, 

hold of the future, expressing our 
transition from the industrial to the 
information age” and the last “to be 
a focus for our hopes and fears – a 
sculpture is an evolving thing”.

         Whitehead, who researches how 
we tell stories of loss and grief, 
wants to hear from people although 
she also has her own thoughts.

   “I think it is people placing 
objects in that embrace … it’s in 
the shadow of the wings, in the 
embrace of the Angel.”

If you have left an item at the site, 
 contact   anne.whitehead@ncl.ac.uk  
 for more about the project

is, obviously, between two roads 
and you can hear the traffi  c all of 
the time. But it’s not marking an 
accident, each person is marking 
their own personal thing … there is 
a communal aspect to it ” .

 The  Angel of the North , with its 
 54m (175ft) wingspan , is one of the 
world’s best known examples of 
contemporary public art.

It is also a memorial  in that it 
sits on what was once a pit and 
so  reminds us of the coalminers 
who worked there, in the dark, 
for 200 years.  Gormley has said  
   this is one of three functions of 
the Angel.  The second is  “to grasp 

empty bottles of a loved one’s 
favourite tipple, a child’s football 
shirt – each of them their own 
memory and story.

Whitehead,   professor of modern 
and contemporary literature at 
Newcastle University , lives locally 
and started taking walks to the 
Angel during lockdown. It was then 
she spotted the memorials and 
became fascinated and intrigued.

“It is quite an unusual memorial 
in that it does seem to be a response 
to the Angel, it is not marking the 
site where something happened,” 
she  says. “It does have the feel of 
a roadside memorial because it 

‘I’m interested in how 
objects and places 
help people in grief’

 Prof Anne Whitehead 
Newcastle University
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 Sarah Marsh

  Some period pants sold  on the  high 
street  have high silver  levels , which 
could  pose a health risk to wearers, a  
consumer group   has warned.

Silver   has antimicrobial  proper-
ties, and  tiny “nano” particles are 
typically added to fabric s to combat 
 concerns about smell and hygiene.

However, scientists have  warned 
 of potential health  eff ects. The US 
Food and Drug Administration found 
that nano silver can kill lactobacillus, 
 healthy bacteria in the vagina.  Loss of 
these  could put period pant  wearers 
 at higher risk of  bacterial infections 
and pregnancy complications.

Which? tested a range of products 
and found nano silver content varied 
from 0.9mg/kg to 126.7mg/kg.

 Natalie Hitchins ,  the group’s head 
of home products , said consumers 
should be “cautious buying period 
pants that contain silver” and called 
on brands to clearly label products “so 
shoppers can make informed deci-
sions about what they are buying ”. 

an obvious medical solution. In Feb-
ruary 2020, the mesh was eventually 
removed following a private referral 
to the Spire Bristol  hospital, but she 
now suff ers from urinary and faecal 
incontinence and chronic pain.

The legal claim found  Greenway- 
Mansfi eld’s form consenting to the 
procedures had been altered after 
she had signed it. The hospital’s ver-
sion included a cystoscopy and extra 
risks, including failure, tape erosion, 
pain, overactive bladder and deep 
vein thrombosis.    

The surgery was also deemed 

to have been carried out before 
exploring other options, such as 
physiotherapy and bladder training .

    A spokesperson for University 
Hospitals Coventry and Warwick-
shire  NHS  trust said: “We have 
directly off ered our sincerest apol-
ogies to Mrs Greenway-Mansfi eld 
and recognise how her life has been 
aff ected by this procedure in 2009. 

 “We hope the settlement will 
 enable Mrs Greenway-Mansfi eld to 
meet her ongoing care needs and pro-
vide security for her and her family 
into the future.” 

Alert raised over 
 high silver levels 
in period pants 

▲ Yvette Greenway-Mansfi eld’s form consenting to surgery was  altered to 
add further risks after she had signed it PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW FOX/THE GUARDIAN

Woman awarded £1m 
in damages over NHS 
vaginal mesh implant
 Hannah Devlin
Science  correspondent

A woman who suff ered traumatic 
complications from a vaginal mesh 
implant has been awarded a record 
 settlement of at least £1m from 
the NHS.

 Yvette Greenway-Mansfi eld , 59, 
was given a mesh implant at Coven-
try’s University  hospital in 2009 and 
went on to suff er serious complica-
tions. Her medical negligence claim 
against the hospital trust found the 
surgery had been  carried out pre-
maturely and unnecessarily, and 
that her consent form had been doc-
tored to include additional risks after 
Greenway- Mansfi eld had signed it.

Greenway-Mansfi eld said  being 
awarded the compensation was  a 
“huge relief”, but she added that 
many other women who ha d suff ered 
 similar damage ha d received little or 
no compensation, and criticised the 
government’s  failure to establish a 

fi nancial redress agency for  victims .  
“I’m not the only one – there are thou-
sands of mes,”  Greenway- Mansfi eld  
said. “There should be a pot of 
money to provide damages for these 
women and a care plan in place as an 
 automatic response to mesh dam-
aged people. 

“It comes down to a perception of 
women and women’s health prob-
lems. We’ve all had enough of it.”

Greenway-Mansfi eld initially vis-
ited her GP in 2009 after developing 
lower abdominal discomfort and 
increased urination frequency, caus-
ing anxiety about  drinking  fl uids. 

Her symptoms were attributed to 
a uterine prolapse and a consultant 
gynaecologist recommend a vaginal 
hysterectomy with the insertion of 
 TVT-O  mesh implant.

Initially the surgery appeared to 
have been successful, but in 2017, 
while on a work trip to New Zea-
land, she began to experience pain 
and bleeding.  Her pain became more 
severe, but she was told there was not 
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Living hell:
Britain’s rent crisis

‘I don’t sleep’ Mould and
damp putting health of
Blackpool renters at risk

 Josh Halliday 
North of England correspondent

 M ichelle Bromley is 
 terrifi ed  she  will 
be homeless by 
Christmas.  For 
nine years  she 
has lived in  a n 

Edwardian house  near Blackpool’s 
seafront but she ’s been told to leave 
by Friday . If she refuses, the land -
lord will go to court to evict her.

The four-bedroom property  is 
where Bromley raised her son and 
two daughters, joined latterly by 
her three excitable chihuahuas. Her 
children now have their own babies 
–  an 18-month-old, 17-month-old 
and a four-month-old – and they 
all lived under the same roof until 
two weeks ago when the daughters 
and grandchildren moved into 
temporary accommodation.

Their house once felt like a 
family home, Bromley says. Now 
it is “the house from hell”. Dark 
patches of damp and mould loom 
across the staircase,  kitchen  and 
bedrooms. The cooking area and 
dining room are out of bounds, 
covered in plastic sheets as thick 
dust blows in from the brickwork.

In the bedroom where two of 
Bromley’s grandchildren slept, 
the mould around the windowsill 
is so potent that the Guardian’s 
photographer chokes back a cough .

One of the babies  spent two days 
in hospital last October  with acute 
 bronchiolitis  and a respiratory 
infection – conditions known to be 
linked to damp and mould. That 
same month,  Blackpool council 
inspectors assessed the property 
to be “in a state of disrepair” and 
found damp and mould that could 
cause “a serious and immediate risk 
to a person’s health and safety”.

The landlord was given a formal 
improvement notice and started 

work soon after. But a year later, 
 repairs have stalled and the ground 
fl oor resembles a building site. 

For months, the family have had 
to cook meals using camping stoves 
on the landing outside the toilet, 
washing up plates in the bathroom 
sink. “I’m mentally exhausted,” 
Bromley says, breaking down in 
tears against the din of an industrial 
dehumidifi er in the cold, dark 
dining room.

The former beautician is  locked 
in an interminable battle with her 
letting agent,  Stephen Coles , who 
accuses her of persistently blocking 
the repair work and making life 
a misery for his staff  –  claims she 
denies. “I’ve done nothing wrong 
apart from asking them to fi x the 
house. I’m not in the wrong here,” 
she says.

Coles served Bromley, 47, with a 
  section 21 no-fault eviction notice 
 on 15 September, two days after she 
gave an interview to  the Blackpool 
Gazette  about her situation. She 
described it as a “retaliatory” move, 
a claim denied by Coles. He said she 
was served a separate  section 21 
last March –  this too came after her 
complaints about the property.

Bromley plans to fi ght the 
 eviction order “all the way” but the 
threat of homelessness is enough 
to keep her awake at night . “I don’t 

sleep. I’m in absolute agony. In the 
evening I could cry in bed . I’ve felt 
like ending my life because I feel I 
can’t help my kids,” she sa ys.

 Bromley’s family are at the sharp 
end of a housing emergency that 
experts say is leaving hundreds 
of thousands of people trapped in 
squalid or dangerous private rented 
homes with little protection in law.

Faced with the threat of eviction 
or –  more recently – a “revenge 
rent hike”, tenants are choosing to 
live with serious  problems  such as 
cold, damp and mould lest they be 
forced out when they complain. 
Their fears  appear to be justifi ed: 
landlords took more no-fault 
eviction notices to court this year 
than at  any time since 2017 .

 Dr Andy Knox , a GP who leads 
on population health for the  NHS 
in Lancashire and South Cumbria , 
said  having to put up with sodden 
homes was having a  profound 
eff ect  on people’s health, especially 
children – and was getting worse : 
“People are stuck between a rock 
and a hard place . This is becoming a 
really major health issue for us as a 
nation and we need legislation that 
is going to properly deal with it.”

    Blackpool,  long  known as 
England’s  favourite  seaside resort, 
 has become a hotspot for some 
of  the country’s most hazardous 
rental properties. Every  one of the 
town’s 18,000 private rented homes 
has a damp and mould problem, 
according to  offi  cial fi gures 
 published    in September. One in 
four  were so badly aff ected they 
were classed as  category 1, a serious 
threat to health and safety.

 Proactive inspections  by 
Blackpool council  found that 70% 
of private rented housing in its 
most densely  populated areas have 
a  category 1 health hazard, a large 
proportion being damp and mould. 
Even for a council commendably 
willing to lift the  lid on its 
deep-rooted housing and social 
problems, the results were a shock.

 The causes of Blackpool’s mould 
crisis go back a century or more. 
The tourism boom of the  early 
20th century led to an explosion of 
housebuilding, with Edwardians 
erecting  homes in  the  resort. 

The resort’s  golden era lasted 
longer than the nerve-jangling 
wait at the top of the  Big  Dipper 
 rollercoaster (100 years old this 
year), but it came plummeting 
down with the advent of cheap 
foreign holidays in the 1990s. 
 Former guesthouses were turned 
into  homes of multiple  occupation 
(HMOs), where landlords now 
make a profi t of up to  20%  (four 
times the  average UK rental yield ).

A room in a 21-bed former 

▲  Edwardian housing stock  built 
during Blackpool’s heyday
PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW COLE/ALAMY

‘I’m in agony.  I’ve felt 
like ending my life 
because I feel I can’t 
help my kids’

Michelle Bromley
Tenant facing eviction
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▲   Cooking stoves  outside  Bromley’s 
 toilet – the kitchen is out of bounds

 ▼  Michelle Bromley  has rented 
her Blackpool home for nine years 
but now faces eviction PHOTOGRAPHS: 
CHRISTOPHER THOMOND/THE GUARDIAN 

Damp and mould
What are the dangers? 

How common is damp?
Across the UK  about          3% of fl ats 
and homes  are classifi ed as 
having damp.  This offi  cial fi gure 
counts only  cases deemed severe 
enough to sway a surveyor’s 
 assessment. Far more homes 
are aff ected in practice   . In white 
British households, prevalence 
of damp sits at about the national 
average. In some black and Asian 
households it is  two to three times 
higher .  Damp is  fi ve times more 
common  in private rentals than in 
owner-occupied homes.

What causes damp?
     The most common cause is 
condensation, visible as water 
droplets on windows or walls. It 
forms when moisture in the air  
from showers and baths, kettles 
and pans, and damp clothes hung 
over radiators  condenses on colder 
surfaces. There  is also rising damp, 
where groundwater is drawn up 
into walls, and penetrating damp, 
where water enters through the 
building’s fabric.  

Why is damp  a problem?
 Damp aff ects  mental and 
physical health. Doctors see more 
depression and anxiety in people 
living in cold and damp homes, and 
the distress  can impair immunity, 
hormone function and the 
cardiovascular system.  Stress can 
also drive more smoking, eating 
and alcohol consumption. Damp 
also aff ects building materials 
and furnishings, driving chemical 
reactions and deterioration 
that release potentially harmful 
chemicals into the air .

  What is mould?
 Mould is a form of fungus that 
divides into about  a million 
diff erent species. Humans come 
into routine contact with about 200 
of them, though fewer than 50 tend 
to show up in homes, schools and 
other indoor spaces.            

 How harmful is mould?
 Moulds release tiny  spores that 
are carried in the air  and can 
trigger allergic reactions in about 
 5% of the population.                Spores can 
cause itchy eyes and eczema  and 
respiratory conditions.  The most 
serious eff ects can range from a 
stuff y nose, coughs and wheezes to 
life-threatening asthma attacks and 
infections.     

                                 
 How do you prevent mould?

 Damp is easier and cheaper to 
deal with the sooner it is acted on. 
Persistent leaks and water damage 
are likely to need professional 
repairs, with aff ected material 
ripped out and replaced, but 
fi nding the source of the water is a 
good place to start. A simple fi x to a 
leaky pipe or damaged gutter may 
be all it needs.    Simple measures 
can make a huge diff erence, such 
as cooking with pan lids on, not 
drying clothes on radiators, and 
 putting cold water in the bath 
 before adding hot to reduce the 
amount of steam produced. 
Ian Sample

letting agent was “a nightmare” to 
contact and  had  tried to blame the 
moisture on the  tumble dryer.

The thought of her son, four, and 
daughter, six, getting ill was “one of 
my worst fears,” she said: “They’re 
so young and so vulnerable to 
getting certain illnesses. My 
health’s not great as it is but I’m not 
in the position to move. It’s so hard 
to fi nd somewhere round here near 
their school and within our price 
range. We’re stuck in a rut.”

A short walk away, a 76-year-old 
widow gestured to the layer of thick 
black mould covering her bathroom 
wall . Her husband died from 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease  and her son, who lives 
with her, has asthma, but she is 
reluctant to complain in case her 
£540-a-month rent is increased or 
she is evicted. “Someone told me 
to do an improvement notice but 
I thought, well, I don’t want to do 
that just in case I get evicted,” she 
said. “Rents have gone up. Mine 
hasn’t but I don’t want it to. I would 
be struggling .”

The Guardian  is not naming the 
two tenants because they fear being 
evicted.       Billington said he was not 
aware of th eir concerns. Coles, 
the letting agent, said that every 
report on its portfolio had been 
“investigated and works scheduled 
where required”. He added: “Some 
tenants don’t think they can report 
issues because they may be in 
arrears or fear a rent increase etc, 
but this isn’t the case.  We haven’t 
raised rents in two years for any of 
the existing tenants even with the 
mortgage rates nearly doubling, but 
we can’t do works if repairs [are] 
not requested.”   

   Bromley  is facing a bleak 
winter. She has been looking for 
somewhere else to live  for over a 
year, fearing her days in  her current 
home are numbered. B ut she is one 
of more than 6,400 households 
on Blackpool council’s bulging 
housing waiting list, one of the 
lengthiest in England and which 
has grown from 5,200 in 2017.

Bromley says she  cannot aff ord 
to put her possessions in storage, 
and it is doubtful any temporary 
accommodation found by the 
council will allow her to keep her 
chihuahuas. The house where three 
 generations lived together until 
weeks ago will soon be  cast adrift.  
 She stares blankly at the iPad she is 
using to search for a new home: “I 
don’t know where I’m going to go. 
There is literally nowhere.”

guesthouse in the centre of 
Blackpool costs  £350 a month  
to anyone willing to share  fi ve 
bathrooms with the other tenants. 
That equates to  a third  of the 
average UK rent outside London     .

Blackpool is also the victim of 
geography. It is one of the wettest 
sea-level places in Britain, buff eted 
by the unforgiving Irish  Sea in the 
 rainiest region of England . The 
council, faced with this formidable 
challenge, has waged war on bad 
landlords,  taking more to court  
for renting out damp and mouldy 
properties in  recent years than any 
other local authority in England.

It is, however, a low bar: only 
14 of 306 English councils took 
any landlords to court in the year 
to March 2022, despite thousands 
of complaints, according to 
 government fi gures .

 P  oor housing’s eff ect on health 
has been  recognised for years but 
has not yet triggered a joined-up 
national eff ort to tackle it, despite 
rising up the agenda with the Covid 
pandemic and the inquest into the 
mould-linked  death of two-year-
old    Awaab Ishak  , who lived 50 
miles away in Rochdale.

 

C ouncil leaders in some 
parts of England, 
 including Blackpool, 
say they are doing 
what they can but are 
hampered by  local 

authority budget cuts  and  record 
pressures on the NHS .  About 60% 
of the 306 English councils  which 
responded to a  government review  
this year said a lack of resources 
was the biggest barrier to tackling 
rogue landlords.

“Damp and mould has been an 
issue for a number of years and it 
is defi nitely getting worse,” said 
Knox, who focuses on health 
inequalities for the NHS. “If we 
look at these communities where 
the housing is the worst … they 
have even higher admissions than 
you would expect for the level of 
disadvantage those communities 
are living with.”

   Bromley’s smart terrace  property 
was built in the  early 1900s. Her 
family moved in in 2013, renting 
 initially with the help of the 
council. The house and its two 
 neighbours had  been a retirement 
home, called the Laurels, before 
it was bought in 2009 by  a local 
businessman , Simon Timothy 
Billington, and converted into three 
separate properties to rent out.

Billington  said Bromley’s home 
had been “completely refurbished 
before she moved in” and that he 
had spent more than half of the 
tenant’s rent on repairs. He accused 
her of “creating” problems with the 
letting  agents and tradespeople and 
acting aggressively toward  them , 
which she denies. 

He said repair works were due to 
resume this week , add ing: “As an 
owner I am keen to keep my tenants 
happy and always agree to any 
work  the property management 
companies have requested.”

The Guardian  spoke to tenants at 
four other rent al properties owned 
by Billington and found three  who 
had raised concerns about damp 
and mould .  One mother of two 
said she had  complain ed to  Coles 
Property Management, but  the 
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 Mabel Banfi eld-Nwachi

    A growing number of doctors 
plan to  quit due to burnout and 
dis satisfaction, with fears the gov-
ernment’s long-term strategy for the 
NHS  has come too late, the  General 
Medical Council   has said.

The GMC’s annual report on the 
medical workforce said the bene-
fi ts of measures   announced by the 
government in the NHS long -term 
workforce plan  in June, such as the 
ambition to create more medical 
school places, “will only start to be 
seen a decade from now”.

The report  found  the number 
of licensed doctors increased in 
2022, with 23,838 joining and 11,319 
leaving. However,  vacancy rates 
remained high   and the  rate of doctors 
 quitting  returned to pre-pandemic 
levels , at 4% .

The regulator  said there  were 
“worrying signs” that a growing num-
ber  planned to leave the profession 
 because of  dissatisfaction and a high 
risk of burnout , and that there was  a 
limited  opportunity to address the 

 Josh Halliday 
North of England correspondent

A man has been charged with mur-
der  after a “loving and devoted” 
mother  was stabbed in front of her 
two children. Perseverance Ncube, 
35, known to her friends as Percy, 

current problems .  Growth in the pro-
fession was  driven  by international 
graduates,  who made up 52% of new 
joiners,  while 63% of new starters 
 trained overseas.

 Charlie Massey, the chief execu-
tive of the GMC , said  doctors trained 
overseas  brought a breadth of expe-
rience  that  could improve  care.  But 
 Emma Runswick, the deputy chair of 
the British Medical Association  coun-
cil , said  continuously recruiting  from 
abroad was not  sustainable .

The government’s NHS workforce 
plan   said it would recruit more than 
300,000  health workers over the next 
15 years  and double the number of 
medical school places to 15,000 by 
2031 .  The  new  places will be available 
from September 2025,  so this cohort 
would not be  qualifi ed until at least 
2030 , the GMC  said.

   A  government spokesperson said: 
“The  government is backing the long-
term workforce plan with over £2.4bn 
over the next fi ve years to fund addi-
tional education and training places, 
on top of existing increases to edu-
cation and training investment, 
reaching a record £6.1bn over the 
next two years. ”

was fatally stabbed  at her home in 
Salford, Greater Manchester, in the 
early hours of Friday morning. 

Police said she was found  with a 
single  wound to the chest. She was 
taken to hospital, where she  died of 
her injuries.

Greater Manchester  police  (GMP) 
yesterday said  Obert Moyo, 45, had 
been charged with her murder and 
possession of an off ensive weapon. 
Moyo,  from Bolton,  was remanded in 
custody  before an appearance at Bol-
ton magistrates court  today.

Friends and neighbours held a can-
dlelit vigil near Ncube’s home in  Little 
Hulton  on Saturday night. One friend   

Burned-out doctors are 
leaving NHS – regulator  

Man charged after  
woman is killed in 
front of children

▼ Perseverance Ncube was stabbed 
to death at her home in Salford, 
Greater Manchester 
PHOTOGRAPH: PA MEDIA

 described  her as a “real angel”, add-
ing: “Words can’t express how good 
this woman was.”

 In a statement issued by  police, 
Ncube’s family paid tribute to her : 
“ It is with immense pain that we say 
goodbye to Perseverance Ncube .

“She was a loving and devoted 
mother who lived for her children, 
family and friends. Percy was an 
active member of her church and had 
created a beautiful community for 
herself and her children, but she was 
cruelly taken from us due to domes-
tic violence.

“Percy had just celebrated her 35th 
birthday in October, and her passing 
has left us with an immeasurable 
sense of loss. Our focus now is on sup-
porting her children as they continue 
their journey without their mother. ”

GMP has appealed to local  motor-
ists and residents  to contact them 
with any potentially relevant foot-
age from dashcams, CCTV or doorbell 
cameras from  2.40am on Friday.

‘She had created a 
beautiful community 
for herself and 
her children’

Statement from 
Ncube’s family
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▲   Valerie Ebuwa 
 is ‘tinglingly 
tangible’ 
PHOTOGRAPH: 
TRISTRAM KENTON/
THE GUARDIAN

Review
Dancers
take the
audience
on a wild
jazz ride

 Lyndsey Winship

‘I t’s not about what it looks 
like, it’s about what it 
feels like,” says our MC for 
the night,  Chloe Carterr . 
And what does it feel 
like? It feels great. The 

Black Saint and the Sinner Lady 

is the landmark  1963  album by 
the jazz bassist/composer Charles 
Mingus. Mingus always intended 
it to be danced to, but at the time it 
never was. That was an  irresistible 
 invitation to performance company 
 Clod Ensemble , who hatched the 
idea of a live show where everyone 
– audience included – is invited to 
“let the music move through you”.

 Peter Edwards , musical director 
of the  Nu Civilisation Orchestra , 
 transcribed the  score by ear, and his 
band played with spirit (though  the 
venue’s  high, arched ceiling means 
the sound is muddier than ideal). 

 The performances last week 

warmed up with three short 
pieces, setting out how it  would 
all  work. Loosely choreographed 
by Clod Ensemble’s  Suzy Willson , 
a company of dancers led the way, 
setting up a groove. The audience 
 could join them on the fl oor (but 
 didn’t have to – no pressure);  we 
f ell into a circle  while dancers  took 
solos, then everyone fl ood ed on to 
the fl oor with joyous faces.

Dancers  took up the mantle 
of the improvising musicians in 
Mingus’s masterpiece.  Classy 
 Maycie-Ann St-Louis   brought 
authority and sensitivity, her regal 
power melting into rich music; 
 Valerie Ebuwa  pushed  deep inside 
a sax melody, transliterating with 
her body,  her pleasure in the 
exchange  tinglingly tangible.  Arran 
Green ’s body became a full drum 
kit, scattering limbs/beats wildly 
across the fl oor ; sharp-edged  Faye 
Stoeser  vogue d to Spanish guitar , 
limbs knotting with  muscle-power. 
All the while they   were illustrating 
the slink and stretch of the sound, 
the raw brass and unexpected 
stylistic swerves.

It’s a diff erent way of listening, 
getting inside the music with gentle 
guidance and expressive freedom. 
In the crowd, patterns  were set in 
viral motion, and it was a delight 
to be caught up in it, swept up in 
 the simple pleasure of synchrony, 
community and great music.

The Black Saint and the 
Sinner Lady
Shoreditch  Town Hall, London
★★★★★ 

 Josh Halliday 
North of England correspondent

A critically  ill baby girl has been 
removed from life support after 
judges ruled  she should be allowed 
to die, a campaign group supporting 
her parents has said.

 Indi Gregory,  who is eight months 
old , has an incurable mitochondrial 
con dition and medics say they can 
do no more for her.

Her parents,  Dean Gregory and 
Claire Staniforth,  wanted special-
ists to keep treating her but have lost 
fi ghts in the high court and court of 
appeal in London.            

 Three court of appeal judges ruled 
on Friday that life support treatment 
could  be withdrawn only in a hospital 
or hospice, not at the family home.

The not-for-profi t organisation 
Christian Concern, which is sup-
porting the family, said  yesterday 
that specialists had withdrawn life 
support.  It said Indi ha d been moved 
from the  Queen’s  medical  centre in 
Nottingham,  where she was being 
treated, to a hospice.                                          

Critically ill baby 
girl is removed 
from life support 

▼ Charles 
Mingus always 
intended his 
1963 album to be 
danced to, but it 
never was
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 Linda Geddes 
Science correspondent

 I magine having a digital 
twin that gets ill, and can be 
experimented on to identify 
the best possible treatment, 
without you having to go  
near a pill or a surgeon’s 

knife . Scientists believe that within 
fi ve to  10 years, “in silico” trials – in 
which hundreds of virtual organs 
are used to assess the safety and 
effi  cacy of drugs – could become 
routine, while patient-specifi c 
organ models could be used to 
personalise treatment and avoid 
medical complications.

Digital twins are computational 
models of physical objects or 
processes, updated using data 
from their real-world counterparts. 
Within medicine, this means 
combining vast amounts of data 
about the workings of genes, 
proteins, cells and whole-body 
systems with patients’ personal 
data to create virtual models of 
their organs – and eventually, 
potentially their entire body.

“If you practi se medicine today, 
a lot of it isn’t very scientifi c,” said 
 Prof Peter Coveney , the director 
of the  Centre for Computational 
Science at University College 
London  and a co-author of  Virtual 
You  . “Often, it is equivalent to 
driving a car and working out 
where to go next by looking in the 
rear-view mirror: you try to fi gure 
out how to treat the patient in front 
of you based on people you’ve 
seen in the past who had similar 
conditions.

“What a digital twin is doing is 
using your data inside a model that 
represents how your physiology 
and pathology is working. It is not 

making decisions about you  based 
on a population that might be 
completely unrepresentative. It is 
genuinely personalised.”

The current state-of-the-art 
model  can be found in cardiology. 
Already, companies are using 
patient-specifi c heart models to 
help  design medical devices, while 
the Barcelona-based start-up   ELEM 
BioTech   is off ering companies the 
ability to test drugs and devices on 
simulated models of human hearts.

 “We have already run a number 
of virtual human trials on several 
compounds and are about to enter 
into a new phase, with our product 
being ready and deployed in the 

Digital twins  Computer models that
could soon personalise medical care

▲ Researchers say tailored digital 
models could help plan operations, 
cancer treatment and pregnancy care 
PHOTOGRAPH: CHRISTOPHER FURLONG/GETTY

cloud for external access ,” said 
the ELEM co-founder and  chief 
executive,   Chris Morton  . 

Speaking at the  Digital Twins 
conference  at  the Royal Society 
of Medicine  in London on Friday , 
 Dr Caroline Roney,  of Queen Mary 
University  of London,  described 
eff orts to develop personalised 
heart models that would help   plan 
surgery for patients with  irregular 
and chaotic heartbeats (atrial 
fi brillation).  “I think there are many 
applications in cardiovascular 
disease where we will see this 
sort of approach coming through, 
such as deciding what type of 
valve to use, or where to insert it 

during heart valve replacement ,” 
Roney said.

Cancer patients are also 
expected to benefi t . Artifi cial 
intelligence experts at the drug  
company GSK are  working with 
cancer researchers at King’s College 
London (KCL) to build  digital 
replicas of patients’ tumours  by 
 using images and genetic and 
molecular data, as well as growing 
patients’ cancer cells in 3D  and 
testing how they respond to drugs. 

By applying machine learning to 
this data, scientists can  predict  
how individual patients are likely 
to respond to  diff erent drugs, 
combinations of drugs, and  doses.

“You can’t do this repetitively 
with the real patient with multiple 
drugs and drug combinations ,” 
said  Prof Tony Ng   ,  of  KCL. “ We are 
trying to fi nd a solution while the 
patient is still alive, so if they come 
back with a recurrence [of  cancer] 
we will know how to treat them, or 
which clinical trial to put them on.”

Proof of concept trials are 
expected to begin next year.

Researchers are even developing 
digital twins for pregnancy, 
which could  help develop  drugs 
for conditions such as placental 
insuffi  ciency or pre-eclampsia, 
and a better understanding of the 
 processes underpinning pregnancy 
and labour.

 Prof  Michelle Oyen,  the director 
of the Center for Women’s Health 
Engineering at Washington 
University in St Louis , said: “You 
can’t do experiments on pregnant 
women in many cases, and there 
are also not good animal models for 
human pregnancy .”        

Oyen is building placenta models 
 from ultrasound scans  taken during 
pregnancy and high-resolution 
images after birth in women 
with healthy and complicated 
pregnancies, and training an 
algorithm to recognise and 
construct  digital replicas of  various 
tissues. “Our goal is to try to fi gure 
out things that we could measure 
on a live person to predict who is 
likely to have problems  .” 

                                  Other researchers are building 
 digital twins of hospitals  to try 
 to improve the effi  ciency with 
which  patients move through the 
healthcare system.

Dr Jacob Koris, a  surgeon and the 
digital lead at  Getting It Right First 
Time , an NHS England  programme 
 to improve  treatment and care , 
said: “   We can build a highly 
detailed, real-time picture of how 
patients with similar conditions 
move through the system.      Doing 
so could identify areas we need to 
improve, but also good practice .”  
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Birmingham 
councillors 
‘crashed on 
regardless of  
danger signs’

Grenfell Tower cannot 
remain as permanent 
memorial – commission

 Jessica Murray 
Midlands correspondent

Councillors at Birmingham city coun-
cil “ignored the warning signs” of its 
fi nancial crisis and caused a “self-
infl icted” disaster  that will take years 
of cuts to rectify, according to the lead 
government commissioner drafted 
in to help. 

 Max Caller,  nicknamed Max the 
Axe for his unsparing approach to 
budget cuts, was lured out of retire-
ment to take on the task of fi xing 

 Robert Booth 
Social aff airs correspondent

The Grenfell Tower disaster should 
be remembered with a permanent 
memorial reaching high into the sky 
but the building itself “cannot remain 
for ever in its current form”, the com-
mission established to determine the 
future of the site has concluded.

A memorial that lasts genera-
tions should consider incorporating 
the names of some or all of the 72 
 people who died in the June 2017 
fi re and “make sure the world can 
never forget”, states a report by 
the Grenfell Tower Memorial Com-
mission  circulated to the bereaved, 
 survivors and local  people and seen 
by the Guardian.

 After more than four years of con-
sultation, the commission has cast 
doubt on hopes among some in the 
community that the burned-out 
structure could remain on the west 
London skyline as an indictment of 
institutional failures that led to the 
blaze.

Its plan describes the future of the 
 70s council tower block as “incredibly 
sensitive”. It said the decision would 
ultimately be “one for the govern-
ment”, which now controls the site.

Some local  people would prefer 
the tower  be taken down,  citing the 
mental health impact of its contin-
uing presence on  children growing 
up nearby.

England’s largest local authority after 
it in eff ect  declared itself bankrupt.

“ They ignored the warning signs, 
crashed on regardless and they have 
created themselves a controlled dis-
aster,” said Caller, who is  fi ve weeks 
into the task of pulling the  council 
from the fi nancial brink.

 It  issued a section 114 notice in 
September , largely  owing to a rap-
idly escalating equal pay claim bill of 
at least £760m and problems imple-
menting an  IT system costing £100m.

“There will be job losses, it’s inev-
itable.   There will be some services 

Government engineers have also 
warned that the structure is dam-
aged, particularly above 10 storeys. 
But the commission said it could 
carry out its own independent assess-
ments “to understand what could 
be possible”. One option could be to 
incorporate parts of the structure into 
the memorial or monument  – such as 
the 14 pillars which support the tower 
and the concrete roof crown, it said.

The commission is chaired by  Paul 
Boateng, a former Labour  minister, 
and  Thelma Stober , a solicitor who 
was injured in the 7 July 2005 London 
bombings. It includes representatives 
of the Grenfell community.

 The 50-page report, circulated 
among the community on Friday, 
states: “Whether or not it is viable 
to use the structure or parts of Gren-
fell Tower as part of the memorial, 
the  commission recommends that 
height and visibility should be con-
sidered within the future designs for 
the memorial. We encourage a crea-
tive approach to how this could be 
achieved including the possibility of 
using light or other ways to create the 
appearance of height .”

The document,  Remembering 
Grenfell: recommendations and 
next steps to a memorial , shows on 
its cover columns of light beaming 
upwards around the existing tower.

Stressing that the issue of what 
happens to the tower remain ed 
“hugely diffi  cult”, the commission 
said that in the coming months “we 
will all need to work through how 
we can respect the sensitivities on 
all sides”.

     By next  spring the commission will 
publish a design brief for architects, 
landscape designers and artists, who 
will be shortlisted in the summer, 
with a winner selected around the 
end of 2024.

The commission is keen that the 
memorial complex  – which is unlikely 
to start construction until at least late 
2026  – should be looked after long -
term by the  Royal  Parks. It should be 
designed to avoid activities such as 
dog walking “that may not respect 
its purpose” and should not become 
a tourist attraction.

“Designs for the memorial should 
make sure the world can never  forget 
what happened to our loved ones 
and our community,” the report 
concludes.

that will no longer run, it’s inevit-
able,” Caller said. “It won’t be easy. 
It will be painful, and some things will 
get worse before they get better. But it 
will be a smaller, more focused oper-
ation at the end of it.”

Caller has worked in local govern-
ment for decades, being drafted in to 
councils including Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Slough to sort out mis-
management and debt.

Birmingham looks  likely to be his 
biggest challenge yet, after a fi nan-
cial report published  last Wednesday 
showed the council has an expected 

budget shortfall of £164.8m in 
2024 -25, rising to £177.1m in 2025 -26.

The council must  make £165m of 
savings in the next fi nancial year, 
with usable reserves £670m in the 
negative    .  A statement from Caller’s 
commissioning team, appointed by 
the levelling-up secretary, Michael 
Gove,  said without “significant 
action”  councillors  would struggle 
to set a lawful budget for  next year.

         John Cotton, the council leader , 
said the budget shortfall came after 
“a decade of cuts and recent rampant 
infl ation”.       

▲ Firefi ghters paying their respects 
at Grenfell Tower. The blaze that 
engulfed it in 2017 killed 72 people
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Please donate what you can, today. 

Call 0300 023 0823
or visit redcross.org.uk/lives
Text LIVES to 70141 to make a £10 donation.

By texting, you consent to future telephone and SMS 
marketing contact from British Red Cross. Text LIVES NO
to 70141 to give £10 without consenting to calls and texts.*

I enclose a cheque, made payable to British Red Cross OR  

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/CAF Charity card with the amount specifi ed

I would like to make a donation of £20  £40  £60  £100 

Other £

Please send to: Winter Appeal 2023 Ref: 185715, Freepost Plus RUCB–JCXU–SRSJ, 

British Red Cross, Bumpers Way, Bumpers Farm, CHIPPENHAM, SN14 6NG

Card number  
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Postcode   Phone number**            

Email**            

* *Please only give us your telephone number/email address if you are 
happy for us to contact you in this way with updates about how your 
gifts are helping and how you can donate and help in other ways.

  Expiry date 

Gift Aid allows us to claim back 25p of tax for every £1 you give, making your donation go further.

I am a UK taxpayer and I would like the British Red Cross to reclaim the tax on all qualifying donations I have made, 
as well as any future donations, until I notify them otherwise. Please tick. I understand that if I pay less income/capital 
gains tax than the amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations in the tax year in which they are received, 
it is my responsibility to pay any difference. Please remember to let us know of any changes to your
tax status, including changes to your name or address, or if you need to cancel this agreement.

Keeping in touch Your support makes a life-changing difference to people in crisis. We write to our supporters to update you about the 
work of the British Red Cross, and how you can help and donate in other ways. You can change the way we contact you at any time by 
visiting redcross.org.uk/keepingintouch or calling Freephone 0800 2800 491.

Privacy statement The British Red Cross is committed to privacy and will use personal data for the purpose it was collected or other legitimate 
purposes we tell you about: for example, to provide goods, services or information you have requested or to administer donations or services 
we provide. We may also analyse data we collect to better understand the people who support us or those who use or deliver our services. 
Sometimes this means us combining that data with information from reliable public sources. Our research allows us to tailor communications 
and services in a more focused and cost-effective way, as well as better meeting your needs and the needs of others like you. However, 
we will never do this in a way that intrudes on personal privacy and will not use your data for a purpose that confl icts with previously expressed 
privacy preferences. For full details about how we use personal data, our legal basis for doing 
so and your privacy rights, please see our privacy notice online at redcross.org.uk/privacy.

*Texts cost £10 +1 standard message (we receive 100%). 
For full T&Cs visit redcross.org.uk/mobile.

The British Red Cross Society, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in 
England and Wales (220949), Scotland (SC037738), Isle of Man (0752) and Jersey (430).
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Together, we are the world’s emergency responders

People depend on us. 

We depend on you.
Guardian readers, we need you right 

now. Just as we’re supporting people through 

the unthinkable in Israel and the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, we’re still providing 

vital aid after earthquakes in Türkiye and 

Syria, all while helping people get through 

another tough winter in the UK.

Thousands missing loved ones. 

Children torn apart from parents. 

The vulnerable being pushed to 

breaking point. 

With costs rising and the number 

of emergencies increasing, 

we’re struggling to reach people. 

Please can you help us?

 Dalya Alberge

 An Irish woman has been inspired 
by the Guardian to return her late 
father’s collection of 19th  century 
African and Aboriginal objects to 
their  countries of origin.

Isabella Walsh, 39, from Limer-
ick, has  contacted embassies and 
consulates in Dublin and London 
to repatriate  10 objects, including 
spears, harpoon heads and a shield, 
after she read  about other cases in 
this  newspaper.

The objects had belonged to her 
father, Larry Walsh, an archaeologist 
and curator of the  Limerick  Museum , 
who had always cherished them due 
to his passionate interest in African 
and  indigenous Australian cultures.

But he also believed that such 
objects belonged to the peoples from 
whom they had originated. 

His daughter, a model-maker and 

 Mabel Banfi eld-Nwachi

 A pilot scheme that allows  police to 
stop  and  search people without hav-
ing any grounds for suspicion does 
not work to reduce serious violence 
and disproportionately targets peo-
ple of colour,  the Runnymede Trust 
has found.

In the fi rst comprehensive review 
of  evidence on stop  and search and 
serious violence reduction orders 
(SVROs), the racial equality thinktank 
 found  there  was no statistically sig-
nifi cant link between existing police 
stop  and search powers and violence 
prevention or reduction.

 People from minority ethnic  
backgrounds, and particularly 
Black people,  were more likely to be 
stopped and searched, and to experi-
ence negative  health outcomes .

SVROs are court orders that allow 
offi  cers to search people  previously 
convicted of an off ence  involving a 
 “bladed article or off ensive weapon”, 

even if there are no immediate 
grounds for thinking they are carry-
ing  such items.

Th e  orders,  under the Police Crime 
Sentencing and Courts Act 2022,  last 
for between six months  and two 
years,  and can be extended.  The y are 
being piloted in Thames Valley, West 
Midlands, Merseyside and Sussex.

The Runnymede Trust said the 
court orders  were “part of a broader 
expansion of police powers and the 
rolling back of safeguards and ave-
nues for police accountability” .

Section 60 search powers, where 
police  can stop and search a person 
without reasonable suspicion,  were 
particularly ineff ective, the think-
tank said, with an overall arrest  rate of 
0.5% for off ensive weapons between 
2001 and 2021 .

Dr Tim Head,  an author of the 
report and a criminology lecturer at 
the University of Essex, said:           “ Rig-
orous evidence on SVROs points 
towards a single conclusion: high-dis-
cretion police stop interventions like 
this do not ‘work’, even on their own 
terms. Instead, they produce harm, 
anxiety and misery among  communi-
ties they purport to ‘protect’.”                          

sculptor in the fi lm industry,  said: “It 
was one of my father’s fi nal wishes 
that the artefacts be repatriated. He 
passed away  10 years ago and I’ve had 
them in storage since then. I didn’t 
really know where to begin. It’s 
taken me a long time to just process 
his passing and all the changes that 
have happened in my life … He was 
adamant that this was to happen.”

She added: “I appreciate and love 
the beauty of these objects and the 
craftsmanship … But they’re not cul-
turally relevant to me.”

She had no idea how to repatriate 
the objects until she read   a Guardian 
     article in May  about  an American who 
had returned 30 antiquities to Italy. 
He in turn was     inspired by  another 
report about      a      man who sent back 19 
antiquities  to their countries of ori-
gin amid growing coverage of looted 
ancient artefacts.

 Jay Stanley  handed over vases 
and fi gurines dating from the  sixth 
to  third centuries BC, found at the 
home of his late father, after reading 
that  John Gomperts , from Washing-
ton, had repatriated ancient artefacts 
that he had inherited from his grand-
mother to Italy, Greece, Cyprus and 
Pakistan. 

               Walsh’s items include two Zulu 
clubs  th at were designed as weap-
ons for hunting.

Mabet van Rensburg,  of the South 
African  embassy in Dublin, wrote to 
her: “This is indeed a lovely gesture.”     

Irish woman 
to repatriate 
cultural 
antiquities

Pilot of stop and 
search without 
suspicion ‘does 
not cut violence’
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Some of the Aboriginal 
and African artefacts

▲ Isabella Walsh was inspired by the 
Guardian to return the collection

0.5%
Arrest rate for off ensive weapons 
under police stop and search 
powers from 2001 to 2021
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Like father,
like son
Alberto 
Alza and his 
son wear 
traditional 
Cach acero 
costumes 
during the 
Cuadrillas de 
San Martín, 
part of an 
annual  festival 
in San Martín, 
Colombia. 
The event, 
which dat es 
back nearly 
300 years, 
features 
a contest 
in which 
horsemen 
compete in 
10 games 
representing 
the battle 
for  territory 
between the 
Spanish and 
Indigenous 
people. 

PHOTOGRAPH: 
DIEGO CUEVAS/
GETTY IMAGES
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Evacuees scramble back to save pets as 
Icelandic volcano poised to erupt again
 Jon Henley
Europe correspondent

Some of the more than 3,000 resi-
dents evacuated from an Icelandic 
fi shing town have been allowed to 
return briefl y to their homes to col-
lect pets and essential belongings, as 
experts warned a volcano could erupt 
within days or even hours.

 One resident from each household 
in one district of  Grindavík  was per-
mitted to enter their home for fi ve 
minutes  yesterday in what Iceland’s 
civil defence force called a “planned 
and controlled operation under the 
orders of the police”.

The  returning residents were 
driven in emergency service vehicles 
and accompanied by civil defence 
workers, and the force appealed to 
other residents “not to drive towards 
Grindavík at all”. 

It added: “This is a responsibility 
and not a trivial decision.”

A coastguard helicopter circled  
above the Þórkátlustað district of the 
town ready to airlift residents out if 
the volcano erupted while they were 
 there, a spokes person  told the public 
broadcaster RÚV .

The town, about  25 miles   from 
the capital, Reykjav ík, on Iceland’s 
south-western coast, was evacuated 
early on Saturday after magma shift-
ing under the  Earth’s crust caused 
hundreds of earthquakes, which are 
likely to be precursors to an eruption.

 Danielle Rodriguez , an  American 
basketball professional who plays and 
coaches in Grindavík,  described the 
emergency evacuation on X  (formerly 
Twitter),  saying her team’s Saturday 
practice had been interrupted by 
“constant four- and fi ve-magnitude 
earthquakes”. While she and her girl-
friend were  leaving the town, one of 

▲ Clouds refl ect the glow of lava 
during a 2021 eruption near 
Iceland’s Fagradalsfj all volcano
PHOTOGRAPH: HALLDOR KOLBEINS/AFP/GETTY

about 30 residents had been allowed 
to return for a short while, and 
 authorities would  decide today, after 
a further risk assessment, whether 
any more could follow.

 One of the Grindavík residents 
 allowed back , Sólveig  Þorbergsdóttir, 
told  RÚV that her house was fi ne 
but her neighbours’ appeared to be 
badly damaged. “I couldn’t save all I 
wanted to,” she said. “I saved what I 
saw around me. Pictures of the grand-
children, the wedding dress, pictures 
of myself when I was little.”

Iceland’s meteorological offi  ce 
said seismic activity had decreased 
 yesterday afternoon, but experts 
said that should not be interpret ed 
as meaning an eruption was any less 
likely either on or just  beyond the 
 Reykjanes  peninsula, a volcanic and 
seismic hotspot. 

A tunnel of magma, or molten rock, 
extending north-east across Grind-
avík and   about 6 miles f arther inland 
was estimated early  yesterday to be at 
a depth of less than 800 metres, com-
pared with 1,500 metres earlier in the 
weekend, the offi  ce said.

� Iceland’s 
Blue Lagoon 
geothermal spa 
resort, located 
near Grindavík, 
has been closed 
as a precaution 

their cars broke down, she said.  As 
they pulled over to discuss where to 
leave the vehicle , Rodriguez said she 
“ felt the most scared for my life I have 
ever been ”. 

The ground had “started shaking 
so much I had to grab a hold of the 
car and, honest to God, for a good 

30 seconds I felt as though the ground 
was going to crack open and take us 
both”   . The pair had eventually left 
on a minor road out of town because 
“on our second attempt out on the 
main road, a huge bump appeared”.

  Víðir Reynisson , the head of the 
civil defence force ,  said  yesterday 
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Biennale jurors 
protest against 
‘anti-European’ 
art theme for 
Polish pavilion

 Philip Oltermann 
European culture editor

When the  Venice Biennale  opens  next 
April with the title “Foreigners Every-
where”, exhibitions at the 29 national 
pavilions are expected to celebrate 
migration and non-belonging.

The Polish pavilion, however, will 
play to a diff erent tune – one straight 
out of the playbook of the nationalist-
populist Law and Justice party (PiS), 
 which has ruled the country since 
2015 and is thought to be entering 
its fi nal weeks in power. 

Featuring more than 35 works by 
the artist  Ignacy Czwartos , the exhi-
bition will paint a picture of a Polish 
state victimised throughout the 20th 

eclectic mix of everything that will 
please the conservative imagination. 
If his show goes ahead as planned, 
the Polish pavilion will amount to 
an anti-Russian but also an anti- 
European manifesto.”

Whether PiS will still be in power 
by the time the Polish pavilion opens 
to the public is unclear. The party, 
led by  Jarosław Kaczyński , won the 
most votes at national elections in 
mid-October and has been given the  
fi rst chance to form a coalition with 
a governing majority.

However, a broad coalition of 
opposition forces led by the former 
European Council president Donald 
Tusk have said they are ready and 
willing to form a government if PiS 
fails to do so, as is expected.

“To us the decision to select Ignacy 
Czwartos seems like the end game 
of eight years of rightwing rule,”  
said Joanna Warsza, a co-curator of 
Poland’s 2022 pavilion who, along 
with the Museum of Warsaw direc-
tor  Karolina Ziębińska-Lewandowska  
and the critic and curator  Jagna 
Domżalska , was one of the three dis-
senting voices on this year’s jury.

She said: “What makes it even 
more tragic is that it is happening now 
when there is fi nally some optimism 
in Poland after the elections.” 

century at the hands of its neighbours 
Germany and Russia. 

According to an outline of the 
show, one as-yet-unfi nished paint-
ing, called Nord Stream 2, will show 
the former German chancellor Angela 
Merkel and Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
connected by a fl aming St Andrew’s 
cross that forms a swastika.

The outline document casts the 
show as a unique opportunity to 
draw international attention to what 
the curators perceive as Poland’s 
 plight. “The Greeks invented trag-
edy,”  it says, “the Poles rehearsed it.” 
Poland’s submission was announced 
by the PiS government’s culture min-
ister,  Piotr Gliński ,  last month.

In an unusual step, three mem-
bers of the jury that selected the show 
fi led a dissenting opinion, noting that 
Czwartos’s exhibition clashed heav-
ily with the biennale’s offi  cial theme. 

In their protest note, the three jury 
members said the pavilion presented 
Poland as a “homogeneous, unopen 
country focused only on itself and 
on speaking from the position of a 
victim” and that it “does not in any 
way refl ect Poland’s contemporary 
art scene”.

 Karolina Plinta , a deputy co- editor 
of the Polish art magazine Szum, 
said: “Czwartos’s paintings are an 

 A meeting  between  meteorol-
ogists, civil defence offi  cials and 
experts from the University of Iceland  
yesterday heard that seismic activity 
had  continued overnight and during 
the morning, with about 1,000 earth-
quakes recorded since midnight. 

Most of the quakes were recorded 
at a depth of   3,000 -5,000 metres , 
with activity concentrated north and 
south of Grindavík. 

Magnús Tumi Guðmundsson, a 
professor of geophysics, told RÚV the 
chances of an eruption were  consid-
erable . The seismic activity “started 
off  really fast and thankfully has 
slowed down a bit”, he said. “How-
ever, that does not tell us anything 
about what happens next.” The erup-
tion could happen near the town or 
– less likely – out at sea, he said.

Grindavík is near the Blue Lagoon 
geothermal spa resort, a popular 
tourist destination,  which closed as 
a precaution   this week.

 The quakes and ground lift caused 
by the magma intrusion have  dam-
aged roads and buildings in Grindavík 
and the surrounding area, with a large 
crack tearing up  a golf course.

Iceland, which has 33 active vol-
canic systems, has  declared a state 
of emergency .  Shelters and help cen-
tres have opened in several nearby 
towns, but most Grindavík residents 
were staying with friends or relatives.

           There have been three eruptions 
on the Reykjanes peninsula in recent 
years near the Fagradalsfj all volcano, 
in March 2021, August 2022 and July 
2023, all far from  populated areas. 
Before 2021, the peninsula had been 
dormant for eight centuries.             

Demonstrations across Spain over 
amnesty off er to Catalan separatists 
 Sam Jones 
Madrid

Tens of thousands of people have 
gathered across Spain to protest 
against the acting  government’s plans 
to secure another term in offi  ce by 
off ering an  amnesty to those who took 
part in the illegal and failed  push for 
     Catalan independence six years ago .

The proposed amnesty law, which 
would apply to hundreds of people 
who participated in the unilateral 
effort to secede from Spain, has 
already led to   violent protests  out-
side the Madrid headquarters of the 
governing Spanish Socialist Workers’ 
party (PSOE).

While the PSOE’s leader and care-
taker prime minister,  Pedro Sánchez , 
argues  the act of clemency  would 
 promote coexistence after the tumul-
tuous political and territorial crisis of 
2017, his opponents have decried the 
move as a cynical and self-serving 
means of remaining in power.

The issue of an amnesty arose  after 
 July’s inconclusive general election . 
Although the conservative People’s 
party (PP) fi nished fi rst,  it has proved 
unable to form a government , even 
with the support of the far-right Vox 
party and other, smaller groupings.

 However, the PSOE and its 
 partners in the leftwing Sumar alli-
ance  have been able to muster the 
necessary backing  by promising the 
amnesty to the two main Catalan 

pro- independence parties in return 
for their support. Sánchez is now 
expected to win congress’s approval 
to be reappointed as prime minister 
in a debate and vote  this week.

Protests were held  yesterday in 
towns and cities , including Madrid, 
Barcelona, Seville and Valencia. 
People congregating in the capital’s 

his partners judicial impunity” and 
said Spaniards would not remain 
silent over the amnesty.

“The offi  ce of prime minister of 
Spain can’t be an object to be bought 
and sold,” said Feijóo. “Spaniards 
want democracy, equality, justice and 
dignity. Spain has never sold itself, 
and [the PSOE] have tried to cover 
up the fact that they lost. The prime 
minister of Spain will always be the 
person that’s won the elections.”

His colleague  Isabel Díaz Ayuso , 
the populist PP president of the 
Madrid region, went further, telling 
the crowd that Sánchez had fi nally 
revealed his “totalitarian” project.

“He’s decided that he will not lose 
power, whatever the cost for Spain; 
that nothing and no one will take it 
from him,” she said. “He’s decided to 
dynamite the rules of the game and 
to suppress institutions and state 
powers.”

Vox’s leader,  Santiago Abascal , 
described Sánchez’s deal with the 
Catalan parties as “a coup d’état in 
capital letters” and said it was the 
“most delicate moment in Spanish 
politics in the past 40 years”. He also 
called for a “permanent and peaceful 
mobilisation” that went far beyond 
 yesterday’s one-off  demonstrations.

Sánchez himself has urged the PP 
to show “good sense” and to cease 
trying to stir things up.

“I ask them to respect the result at 
the ballot box and the legitimacy of 
the government we will soon form,” 
 he said on Saturday . “I ask them to 
be brave and to say no to the bear-
hug of the far right, and to abandon 
the reactionary path that they’re cur-
rently following towards the abyss. 
We will govern for all Spaniards – for 
four more years of social progress and 
coexistence.” 

Puerta del Sol square  carried effi  gies 
of Sánchez as Pinocchio, chanted  
“Prison for Pedro Sánchez ” and 
 carried banners with messages that 
included: “Democracy in Spain is 
at risk” , “Sánchez traitor” and  “No 
amnesty for terrorism  – Europe save 
us”.

The PP said 500,000 people had 
taken part in the Madrid rally, while 
the central government’s delegate to 
the region put attendance at 80,000.

Speaking in the Puerta del Sol, the 
PP’s leader,  Alberto Núñez  Feijoo , 
once again accused Sánchez of “buy-
ing his investiture in return for giving 
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▲ A cracked road in Grindavík, 
which was evacuated on Saturday

▲ Protesters in Barcelona voice their opposition to the acting government’s 
plans to do a deal with Catalan separatists PHOTOGRAPH: ZOWY VOETEN/GETTY IMAGES

500,000
Number who protested in Madrid, 
according to the People’s party. 
The government fi gure was 80,000

▲ Self-portrait of Ignacy Czwartos, 
whose art is to go on show in Venice 

‘The decision to select 
Ignacy Czwartos 
seems like the end 
game of eight years 
of rightwing rule’

Joanna Warsza
Biennale jury member
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▼ A much-needed kip. A survey of 33 
countries found Japanese people get 
the least amount of nightly sleep 
PHOTOGRAPH: CARL COURT/GETTY IMAGES

Sleep tech
Japanese
workers turn 
to gadgets to 
perfect their 
power naps
 Justin McCurry
Tokyo

T he Spanish have their 
siestas and millions 
of French people 
exercise their right to 
a postprandial power 
nap. The Japanese 

equivalent is the  hirune  – an 
afternoon snooze that goes some 
way towards compensating for 
their lack of sleep. 

With long commutes, punishing 
working hours and the bare 
minimum of sleep at night, it is 

little wonder that so many workers 
succumb to the power nap; more 
than 40% get less than six hours of 
sleep a night, according to a recent 
government survey. 

Now the business of sleep has 
spawned an industry devoted to 
achieving the perfect nap, said by 
experts to be an undisturbed period 
of up to about 20 minutes, beyond 
which the body starts to fall into a 
deeper sleep, leaving people feeling 
groggy when they wake up.

In Japan, exhausted employees 
are turning to gadgets, from desk-
mounted head rests and heated eye 
masks, in a quest to emerge from 

Hokkaido-based Koyoju Plywood 
Corporation , which plans  to sell the 
pods  for    3m yen  (£16,0 00) apiece  to 
offi  ces  and  airports from January. 
“In the same way, 20 minutes a day 
is just right for a nap.” 

The health ministry is keen to get 
people sleeping more. A 2021 study 
by the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
indicated that Japanese people 
sleep an average of seven hours and 
22 minutes a night – the shortest 
time  of the 33  countries surveyed.     

The Guardian tried out a couple 
of commercially available gadgets .

Dreamlight Heat Lite, an 
eye mask by the Tokyo-based 
Weatherly Japan, bathes the 
eye sockets in warmth as well as 
blocking out light.  The heated 
element, though, was  not 
particularly helpful  on a  warm 
autumn day in Tokyo.

Atex, a lifestyle company in 
Osaka, could be on to something 
with its massage-chair-inspired 
 “afternoon pillow”.  At around 
 8,000 yen , it is not cheap, but a lot 
of thought has gone into its design.

The idea is to hook the padded 
section over your desk to protect 
your chest, adjust the rest to the 
required angle , place your arms in 
front and your face in the hole in 
the middle … and drift off .  Users 
can set a timer for up to an hour and 
be woken by gentle vibrations.

their afternoon nap refreshed and 
bursting with productivity.

For the most immersive 
experi ence,  Giraff enap  – a  booth 
with strategically placed pads 
and platforms that support the 
backside, shins, head and feet – 
allows users to nap while standing.

Developed by experts from 
 Hokkaido University , the prototype 
pods come in two designs – one 
that blocks out sound and light and 
another that lets in a little of both to 
reassure claustrophobic occupants.

“Giraff es sleep while standing 
up for about 20 minutes a 
day,” said  Yoshihito Nohara of 

 Agence France-Presse 
Rome

 A lion prowled the streets of an Ital-
ian seaside town for several hours on 
Saturday after escaping from a  circus . 

 Alessandro Grando , the mayor of 
 Ladispoli , near Rome,  told  residents 
to stay at home   before police and cir-
cus staff   sedated and captured the 
animal.

Videos   published in Italian media, 
apparently taken by locals,  were  said 
to show the  lion walking through dark 
and deserted streets.

  Rony Vassallo,  from the Rony 
Roller Circus ,  insisted the lion , eight-
year-old Kimba, posed little danger.           

Escaped lion 
roams streets 
of Italian town 

▲ The lion, Kimba, was from a circus   
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 Luke Harding
near Bakhmut

   I n a fi eld hospital on the 
eastern front all was calm. 
And then, suddenly, it 
wasn’t. A casualty arrived  – a 
badly wounded Ukrainian 
soldier. An enemy mortar 

had landed nearby, leaving him 
with shrapnel wounds. Within 
seconds  the medics got to work. 
The  operating theatre  is in a former 
apartment, now functioning as a 
clinic. Children’s drawings with 
patriotic messages – Glory to 
Ukraine! –  adorn the wall.

The unconscious patient 
was transferred  to an operating 
table. He looked more dead than 
alive. Doctors gave emergency 
transfusions of blood and plasma. 
A paramedic cut away his uniform. 
Another bandaged his left leg. A 
third gave him a shot of fentanyl, a 
powerful opioid painkiller. A heart 
monitor beeped. Outside were 
regular whumps from outgoing 
Ukrainian artillery fi re. The 

frontline with the Russians was 
3 miles   away.

After  20 minutes, the wounded 
man’s condition stabilised. He 
began to groan: a good sign. 
Medics put him back on the  trolley, 
tilting him upwards. The soldier 
was wrapped in a gold-coloured 
foil blanket. From the makeshift 
medical centre he was taken by 
ambulance to a fully equipped 
hospital. It  is a perilous journey. 
Russian troops frequently shell 
the muddy route, which twists 
between drooping sunfl ower fi elds 
and semi-abandoned villages.

“He had lost an awful lot of 
blood. In another 30 minutes 
he would have been dead,” said 
 Dr Denys Sholom  , the head of 
the medical team .  “Now he will 
probably live.” 

The  “stabilisation point ” 
ensured soldiers  with serious 
 wounds survived  long enough  to be 
treated further down the line.  

“We save 98% of our patients,” 
Shalom said.  Shrapnel  accounted 
for  “80-85%”  of cases he saw 
in a confl ict characterised on 

both sides by relentless  artillery 
bombardment. The latest casualty 
had been hit in the leg, stomach 
and head. Typically, the injured 
soldiers arrived  in the early hours, 
brought in from trenches under 
cover of darkness . The dead  went 
straight to the morgue.

The Russians frequently 
targeted the ground-fl oor clinic . 
Sholom, 37, who is  a children’s 
 an aesthesiologist  by training,  said 
he and a surgeon would continue 
working  whenever bombs fell, as 
his colleagues took cover . “I worry 
about them,” he confi ded, adding: 
“Sometimes we have to amputate. 
If there’s the smallest chance of 
saving a limb we send them for 
treatment elsewhere.”

The location of the hospital 
 cannot be revealed for security 
reasons. Nearby is  Bakhmut . In 
May Russian forces  occupied the 
city  in the eastern Donbas region 
after a grinding year-long siege. 
Across a 600-mile front, in the east 
and south of the country, Russians 
forces are trying to advance. 
Further north, in Kharkiv province, 
they are pressing towards Kupiansk 
and the Oskil  River.      

 In October, Russia staged its 
biggest  off ensive for months. At 
least three brigades mounted 
a  dawn assault on Avdiivka, a 
Ukrainian-held frontline town near 
the occupied city of Donetsk. It 
 involved tanks, armoured vehicles, 
and thousands of  infantry. The 
Russians made some progress, but 
failed to encircle Avdiivka, which 
sits in a  salient , and  suff ered big 
 losses of men and equipment. 

Ukraine’s army  has made a 
few tactical gains. In September 
its soldiers  retook two villages  – 
Klishchiivka and Andriivka –   south 
of Bakhmut. There are intense 
clashes for control of the heights 

along a railway track  connecting 
the   settlements. The  confl ict has 
become a battle of trenches and 
fi eld guns – eerily reminiscent 
of the fi rst world war – with the 
modern addition of electronic 
communications and killer drones.

Vladimir Putin’s war plan 
remains unchanged 21  months on 
from the start of  his large-scale 
invasion: he wants to capture fully 
Donetsk oblast, and the Ukrainian 
garrison towns of Kramatorsk and 
Sloviansk . In the south the Russian 
army has dug defences to thwart a  
Ukrainian counter-off ensive.  

 Sholom said he  was used to the 
daily carnage. He and his medics 
 survive by guzzling energy drinks  
and  puffi  ng cigarettes during lulls . 
They congregate in a smoke-fi lled 
stairwell, protected by concrete 
walls. The shattered town they are 
based in  has no water or electricity. 
A generator provides light for 
 surgery and wifi . How did he cope 
with the constant presence of 
death? “The devil knows. It’s OK .” 

Ivan, a 30-year-old doctor , said 
there was little prospect the confl ict 
would stop. “I would like it to end. 

But I don’t think it’s going to .”  He 
said Ukrainians knew why they 
were fi ghting . “There is a diff erence 
…  they are slaves and we are not. 
Slaves go where they are told.” 
A handful of his patients were 
wounded Russians. “We treat them 
like anybody else,” he  said.

Not all of the team are 
professional medics. Yevhenia 
Kolesnichenko used to   be a  teacher. 
She  became a volunteer and nurse 
after her husband died  fi ghting in  
Bakhmut last year. “ He didn’t get 
medical help in time. Now I try  to 
save guys here.” She arrived  two 
weeks ago. Was she scared? “Not 
remotely. I’m focused on my work. 
I’m uninterested in the world .” 

The hospital  has two main 
treatment rooms. Doctors sleep 
nearby. The corridor is decorated 
with pictures of Ukrainians through 
the ages, from a medieval knight  
to a Cossack warrior and a modern 
soldier.       

Morale among Ukrainian 
soldiers appears high. On a break 
from fi ghting near Bakhmut, 
Serhiy Kraynyak – a member of 
the 5th brigade – said neither side 
was close to victory. “They have 
not completely lost the war. We 
have not completely won it,” he 
refl ected.  The Russians had mined 
“everywhere”, making progress 
extremely diffi  cult. “Our sappers 
have to go forward inch by inch .”  

 The chief problem was a lack of 
supplies – ammunition and shells, 
primarily, plus mid-range artillery 
systems and aviation in the shape 
of F-16 jets. In Kraynyak’s estimate 
70% of Russian soldiers were 
“idiots’” and 30% “professionals”. 
“The stupid ones will stare up at 
a drone. If you hear one, you have 
immediately to hide,” he said. Rain  
was the soldier’s friend, he said,  as 
it meant drones  could not fl y.

Kraynyak shared videos taken 
by his  unit. One, fi lmed in May, 
showed bodies of  Russians  in a 
grassy verge, west of Klishchiivka. 
A second featured street fi ghting 
in Bakhmut, before Ukraine 
relinquished the city,  with snow 
on the ground.  There is footage of 
 Chasiv Yar , a town about 6 miles 
   from Bakhmut, where  two foreign 
aid workers died last month in a 
Russian attack on their car. 

  According to US estimates  a bout 
half a million combatants on both 
sides have been killed or wounded – 
with 120,000 dead Russian soldiers, 
and 70,000 Ukrainian ones. Dmytro 
Bezverbnyi – an actor from the 
western city of Lutsk, now serving 
with the  5th brigade – said it was 
tough when his friends got killed. 
“We feel angry. My heart hurts. But 
it doesn’t stop us,” he said. “We 
know that they died for Ukraine .”

       At the clinic the doctors 
relaxed again. Some scrolled their 
phones; others dozed or prepped 
 equipment. A cat padded on a 
parquet fl oor. Percussive booms 
continued . “We need tanks and 
heavy armour, as much as you can 
give us,”  Sholom said, by way of a 
parting message. “The more we get 
the closer we come to victory. And 
then we can all go home.” 

‘We save 98%’ 
Inside a frontline
fi eld hospital in
eastern Ukraine

‘Sometimes we 
amputate. If there’s 
the smallest chance 
of saving a limb 
we send them for 
treatment elsewhere’

Dr Denys Sholom
Field hospital chiefff

� A team of Ukrainian medics treat 
a wounded soldier at a ‘stabilisation 
point’ near the Bakhmut front 
PHOTOGRAPH: PHIL CALLER/THE GUARDIAN
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Shares in the UK electric 
scooter company collapse
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43%
Drop in number of homes available 
to rent so far this year compared 
with the same period in 2015

� Edinburgh’s West End: landlords 
have made up a record 12% of all 
property sellers in Scotland this year
PHOTOGRAPH: JANE BARLOW/PA WIRE 

 Julia Kollewe

The UK’s pension funds are increas-
ingly  taking on building aff ordable 
homes as the housing crisis worsens. 

Pension Insurance Corporation 
(PIC), a specialist insurer of defi ned 
benefi t pension schemes, is  the  latest 
to enter the rental market ,  in a pro-
ject to build 125 aff ordable homes in 
Kingston upon Thames, south-west 
London, in partnership with the 
developer London Square Group 
and its aff ordable housing subsidi-
ary Square Roots. 

PIC is the latest  pension fund 
drawn to aff ordable housing

The £50m project,  due to be com-
pleted by November 2025, is backed 
by a £4.9m grant from the Mayor 
of London’s affordable housing 
programme. It is  PIC’s fi rst direct 
investment in aff ordable housing. 

 The fi rm intends to invest £500m 
over the next fi ve years to build about 
1,000 aff ordable homes across Eng-
land and Wales.

“For every pension scheme that we 
take on, we need to back each of those 
schemes with a portfolio of assets,” 
said  Allen Twyning , lead manager on 
Kingston.   “What it [aff ordable hous-
ing] off ers is very predictable rental 
cash fl ows linked to infl ation, a lot of 

these driven by central government 
policy  …     It is a really good match for 
what we’re trying to do in terms of 
paying pensioners and helping create 
homes for people who desperately 
need them.”

PIC, which insures 339,900 pen-
sion scheme members at FTSE 100 
companies and in the public sec-
tor, and has £44.9bn in fi nancial 
investments, has also invested in 
build-to-rent developments, student 
accommodation and senior living.

 Its bigger insurance rival Legal 
& General pledged last year to con-
struct 3,000 aff ordable homes over 
fi ve years, starting with  the  Junction, 
a brownfi eld site  that has lain empty 
for two decades in the West Midlands. 

Partnering with Lovell , L&G is in 
discussions about creating 1,000 
aff ordable homes there. The total 
programme is backed by a £138m 
grant from Homes England.

In Kingston, the homes will be 
built on the site of an NHS clinic that 
closed two years ago, with 44 apart-
ments to be made available at London 
aff ordable rent, and 81 apartments for 
shared ownership. 

The former will be set at rents that 
the Mayor of London views as “gen-
uinely aff ordable”.

About 340,000 new homes are 
needed in England each year, of which 
145,000 should be  aff ordable homes, 
according to  research  commissioned 
from Heriot-Watt University by the 
National Housing Federation and the 
homeless Charity Crisis .

However, only about 50,000 
aff ordable homes have been built 
 each year on average between 1991 
 and 2022, according to  government 
fi gures . Last year, 59,175 aff ordable 
homes were completed in England, 
up 13% on the previous year, and sim-
ilar to pre-pandemic levels.           

Landlords continue to sell 
up as buy-to-let loses lustre
 Miles Brignall

The great property sell-off  by land-
lords has continued across Great 
Britain this year, in particular in Scot-
land,  as the  buy-to-let  bubble appears 
to have burst.

As the property  site Rightmove 
reported  new seller  asking prices  had 
dropped by 1.7% or £6,088 last month 
to an average of £362,143, the estate 
agents Hamptons  said landlords  were 
on target to have bought the fewest 
number of homes since 2010  once the 
period of the fi rst Covid lockdown 
 was discounted from the data.

 It said that while the 2023 sell-off  
ha d been less pronounced than over 
the last two years, it  was continuing 
the recent trend started in 2021.

The share of homes sold by land-
lords  fell from 15.7% in 2022 to 14% so 
far this year. Investors have bought 
 about 11.2% of all  homes put up for 
sale this year, compared  with  15.7% 
 in 2015.

Hamptons said individual land-
lords will have sold 294,300 more 
homes than they  had bought since 
2016, more than the total number of 
homes in  Manchester or Cornwall.

Changes to the way buy-to-let 
incomes are taxed, massively higher 
mortgage costs that followed 14 con-
secutive  interest rates rises, and 
changes to house emissions regu-
lations  have all played their part in 
reducing buy- to-let’s attraction as an 
investment.

From 2028, landlord-owned prop-
erties will have to have an  energy 

 performance  certifi cate    rating  of C 
or better. It  is thought  thousands 
of homes will require expensive 
upgrades to comply,  with some land-
lords  choosing to sell up  as a result.

 Hamptons said it believe d 10%  
to 20% of landlords who ha d been 
forced to remortgage recently  were 
now losing money on their invest-
ment. Overall there were 43% fewer 
homes available  to rent in the fi rst 10 
months of this year compared  with 
the same period in 2015, it said.

 The biggest sell-off   has been in 
Scotland. Landlords have made up a 
record 12% of all sellers in Scotland 
so far in 2023, up from 10% in 2022. 

Tighter rules and regulations, pre-
dominantly in the form of rent caps, 
have seen landlord purchases fall to 
a record low of 6%,  Hamptons said.                 

One factor infl uencing landlords 
has been the fact that the boom in 
property prices is over. Rightmove 
fi gures to be published   today found 
new seller asking prices had dropped 
by 1.7% to £362,143 in November, as 

 sellers “continue to adopt more pric-
ing realism to attract a buyer”.

It said average asking prices now 
stand at 3% below May’s peak.

Lloyds bank recently  predict ed 
UK house prices   would continue to 
slide this year and next, and  would 
not start to recover until 2025. 

Last week the estate agency  Savills  
said it thought average UK house 
prices  would fall by 3% in 2024  after 
a 4% drop this year.

 Tom Bill, the head of UK residen-
tial research at  the estate agents 
Knight Frank , said: “The story of 
this slowdown is a double-digit fall 
in transactions rather than a dramatic 
price correction, which has been kept 
in check by weak supply.

“Higher rates, the prospect of a 
general election, overseas confl ict 
and ambiguity over when the bank 
rate will peak are all sapping senti-
ment. We expect prices and sales 
volumes to bottom out next year as 
the economic backdrop stabilises.”

China’s CO2 
emissions 
could peak 
this year, 
study says

 Jillian Ambrose 
Energy correspondent

 China’s carbon emissions  could peak 
this year before falling into a struc-
tural decline for the fi rst time from 
 next year  after a record surge in clean 
energy investments,  research has 
found.

Emissions from the world’s most 
polluting country have rebounded 
this year after the Chinese govern-
ment dropped its Covid restrictions in 
January, according to  analysis under-
taken for Carbon Brief.

 However, this rebound in  fossil 
fuel demand emerged alongside 
an  expansion of the country’s low- 
carbon energy sources, which was 
far in excess of policymakers’ targets 
and expectations.

 Beijing’s solar and wind installa-
tion targets for the year were met by 
September, according to the report, 
and the market share of electric 
vehicles is already well ahead of the 
government’s 20% target for 2025.

“These record additions are all but 
guaranteed to push fossil  fuel elec-
tricity generation and CO2 emissions 
into decline in 2024,” said  Lauri Myll-
yvirta , a lead analyst at the Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air and 
the author of the report.

The most striking growth has 
been in solar power . Solar instal-
lations increased by 210 gigawatts 
(GW) this year alone, which is twice 
the total solar capacity of the US and 
four times what  China  added in 2020.

The analysis  found that China 
installed 70GW of wind power this 
year –  more than the entire power 
generation capacity of the UK. It is 
also expected to add 7GW of hydro 
power and 3GW of nuclear power 
capacity this year .

Myllyvirta said the boom in clean 
energy generation could trigger a 
decline in China’s emissions from 
next year despite  a wave of new coal 
plants  across the country.

“This is because – for the fi rst 
time – the rate of low-carbon energy 
expansion is now suffi  cient to not 
only meet  but exceed the average 
annual increase in China’s demand 
for electricity overall,” he said.

“If this pace is maintained, or 
accelerated, it would mean that 
 China’s electricity generation from 
fossil fuels would enter a period of 
structural decline – which would also 
be a fi rst. Moreover, this  could come 
about despite the new wave of coal 
plant permitting and construction in 
the country,” Myllyvirta added.                     
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▲ Zapp representatives celebrate the 
startup’s listing on the Nasdaq stock 
exchange in New York this year
PHOTOGRAPH: VANJA SAVIC

Unplugged: UK electric 
moped brand hits the 
skids after listing in US
Alex Lawson 

     The future of the British brand  Zapp  
looked promising as its top team 
 gathered around one of its electric 
mopeds  and stared up at a billboard 
bearing its logo  close to Times Square, 
New York, in May. They threw their 
arms aloft as they marked the six-
year-old company’s listing on the 
Nasdaq stock exchange, in a deal val-
uing it at $573m (£4 70m).  

Six months on, the stock has hit the 
skids – losing 97% of its value,  now 
$12m  – and Zapp looks increasingly 
like  it will join a host of British vehi-
cle companies  that  have seen their US 
listing  turn into an investors’ short-
stay car park.

While the electric car market 
has matured, the technically more 
difficult task of  manufacturing 
speedy, compact and affordable 
green motorbikes and scooters has 
  created a sector  fi lled with start ups . 

Established brands, which have long 
seen mopeds as low margin, have 
been  wary of div ing in while costs 
remain high.      

Zapp achieved the listing through 
merging with  CIIG Capital Partners II , 
one of  the special purpose acquisition 
compan ies (Spac)   often referred to as 
 “blank cheque”  fi rms  designed to buy 
businesses . It said the listing would 
propel its growth in the “highly frag-
mented two-wheeler category”.

 Zapp was launched, in 2017, by 
 Swin Chatsuwan , a  dealmaker across 
the automotive, retail and hospitality 
sectors.                 He began tapping contacts for 
funding, including   Cameron Parry , a 
blockchain entrepreneur whose fi rm, 
 First Equity , invested in its 2018 seed 
funding round. Zapp promised deliv-
eries of its fi rst product, the seated 
scooter  i300 , by the end of  2019.

 A public listing , including on 
London’s  Aquis  exchange,  was con-
sidered before Covid blew a chill wind 
through stock markets,  which also 
delayed production plans.

gives the impression he is the Steve 
Jobs of scooters  … He is a bit full of 
himself.”  

Intense competition,  notably from 
Chinese companies,  has not helped  
either. “We are seeing a wave of Asian 
players bringing new electric scooters 
and mopeds to EU and UK markets,” 
 said  Patrick Hertzke  at  McKinsey . 
“Some are very inexpensive with low-
quality reputations, while a few are 
entering as semi-premium brands .”

Zapp is headquartered in the UK  
and run from Bangkok. The bikes are 
assembled by Summit, which has 
operations across  south -east Asia, 
notably in Thailand. In 2022, Zapp 
said it had the capacity to build up to 
10,000 scooters in 2023, and launch 
in European markets. In an  investor 
presentation  last month, it targeted 
300,000 units by 2026. 

        Long-term investors who have 
been unable to quickly sell their 
shares  owing to lock-up agreements 
are understood to be dismayed at its 
stock market performance.

A switch away from Spacs, and an 
increasing scepticism over the pros-
pects for electric start ups, appears to 
underpin the stock’s  fall.

                                           A Zapp spokesperson said  it “con-
tinues its eff orts to bring to market  the 
award-winning i300 electric urban 
motorcycle, which we believe will 
set new sector standards in design, 
performance, sustainability and cus-
tomer experience. ”     

‘They are very 
expensive. He gives 
the impression 
he is the Steve Jobs 
of scooters’

Anonymous source on 
Zapp’s Swin Chatsuwan 

In 2022,  Zapp fi nally debuted the 
i300, a “high-performance city bike 
capable of motorcycle levels of per-
formance”, at the Goodwood  Festival 
of Speed . Off ering 0-30mph accelera-
tion in 2.3 seconds and charging via a 
normal wall plug, Zapp  hopes  to tap 
into a market for nifty urban trans-
port in congested cities.

The moped  comes in four models, 
 costs between €7,590 (£6,650)  and 
€9,590 (£8,400)      . By contrast, many 
 competitors , including the  Piaggio 1   
and the  Sunra Robo , retail at between 
£2,000 and £3,500 – though   BMW’s 
CE 04   is nearly £13,000.

“They are very expensive,”  said 
a source familiar with Zapp. “Swin 
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 Larry Elliott

  T he past 15 years have 
been the most diffi  cult 
for  western economies 
since the 1920s and 
1930s. Public anger 
has risen as living 

standards have been squeezed by  
weak growth. American politics 
is as ugly as it has ever been, 
while  parties of the far right  have 
emerged as powerful political 
forces in  Europe.

The new age of anger is a far 
cry from the six decades between 
1948 and 2008. Sure, there were 
recessions – often deep ones – 
during that period but growth 
resumed and living standards 
bounced back. Certainly, there were 
protests – sometimes prolonged as 
in the demonstrations against the 
Vietnam  war – but the young people 
who marched eventually secured a 
stake in the system.

The expectation was that the 
capitalist system would deliver 
and, for most people in the west, 
it did. People were working fewer 
hours when the global fi nancial 
system went pear-shaped in 2008 
than they had been in 1948.  They 
lived longer, took more holidays  
and  could purchase consumer 
goods that had previously been the 
preserve of the rich.

Looking back, there were 
warning signs . Western economies 
grew faster in the fi rst half of 
the 1948-2008 period than in 
the second half. The spoils of 
improvements in productivity were 
increasingly grabbed by the better 
off . The environmental costs of 
constant expansion only gradually 
started to attract political attention.

In his book  End Times, Peter 
Turchin  says historically there 
have been fi ve leading indicators 
of looming political instability: 
stagnating or declining real wages 
for workers; a growing gap between 
rich and poor; over-production of 
young graduates with advanced 
degrees; declining public trust  

with explo sive results. “In the US, 
all of these factors started to take 
an ominous turn in the 1970s,” he 
says. “The data pointed to the years 
around 2020 when the confl uence 
of these trends was expected 
to trigger a spike in political 
instability. And here we are.”

For the past 15 years, central 
banks and fi nance ministries – 
advised by  the likes of the I MF 
– have been seeking a way to bring 
back the good times. They slashed 
interest rates to zero, they printed 
money, they paid the wages of 
workers furloughed during the 
Covid pandemic; they subsidised 
the energy bills of consumers 
when gas prices rocketed  after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. But  
this approach has been problematic  
in three ways.

First,  it hasn’t worked. Growth 

and investment rates have not 
recovered to their 1948-2008 
average. The  eurozone looks set 
for a recession this winter, while 
Britain will at best move sideways. 
The outlier    is the US and even there 
a slowdown is looming. What’s 
more, young people are leaving 
university saddled with student 
debt and  scant chance of buying 
their own home. Add in fl atlining 
living standards and it is not hard 
to see why graduates are staying 
radicalised into their 30s and 40s.

 Second, central banks and fi nance 
ministries have grown increasingly 
anxious about deviating for so long 
from the economic orthodoxy, 
and even more so after the surge 
in infl ation from 2021 onwards. 
So, they have raised  interest 
rates , sucked money out of their 
economies by selling bonds rather 

 The low-growth trap Public investment 
off ers a route out of this new age of anger

than buying them, and – with the 
exception of the US – taken action 
to reduce budget defi cits.

Even economists who opposed 
austerity in the aftermath of the 
global fi nancial crisis of 2008 have 
raised eyebrows at the fact that the 
US is running a budget defi cit of 
7-8% of  GDP  despite strong growth 
and low unemployment.

Paul Krugman, writing in the 
New York Times , said: “The point 
is that the economics of defi cit 
reduction are straightforward. 
It can be accomplished either 
by reducing social benefi ts or by 
raising taxes. Given that America 
has weak social spending compared 
with other countries, taxes are the 
most plausible route. But I don’t see 
any plausible political path to a tax 
increase that would make a large 
dent in the defi cit.

“So, serious defi cit reduction, 
a bad idea a decade ago, is a good 
idea now. But I see no way to make 
it happen.”

Krugman’s payoff  line illustrates 
the third problem: turning the clock 
back to 2008 involves much higher 
levels of interest rates, public 
spending restraint, tax increases 
and an acceptance on the part of 
voters that governments can’t solve 
every problem.

         Last week, the   National Institute 
for Economic and Social Research  
 suggested a way out of the low-
growth trap for the UK, although 
its message is applicable to 
other struggling economies. The 
thinktank called on the chancellor, 
Jeremy Hunt, to  increase public 
investment  from 2% to 3% of GDP 
for the next fi ve years, saying 
spending on digitalisation, 
decarbonisation and transport 
infrastructure would crowd-in 
private investment and get the 
economy moving again. Eventually, 
higher levels of growth would mean 
higher tax revenues and stronger 
public fi nances.

That makes a lot of sense, 
especially given the alternative is 
another decade going nowhere. 

� Young people 
who protested 
in the postwar 
years – here 
against the 
Vietnam war in 
London in 1966 
– eventually 
secured a stake 
in the system
PHOTOGRAPH: 
CLIVE LIMPKIN/
EXPRESS/GETTY

Central 
banks and 
fi nance min-
istries have 
been  trying 
to bring back 
good times. 
It hasn’t 
worked

 Sarah Butler

  Ikea ’s parent company has bought 
its second UK shopping mall , in 
Brighton , for an estimated £145m as 
part of eff orts to bring its furniture 
stores into city centres.

The world’s largest furniture 
retailer  plans to convert an empty 
Debenhams site in the  city’s Churchill 
Square centre , about a third of which 
is currently empty , into a new Ikea 

Ikea owner buys shopping mall 
in Brighton for reported £145m

store.  It is expected to open within 
two years.

The acquisition comes almost 
three years after  Ingka Group ’s Ingka 
Centres division  bought the Kings 
Mall  in Hammersmith, west London, 
 where it installed an  Ikea in a former 
Debenhams  and brought in new ten-
ants including the Library of Things 
and Lidl to help fi ll the site, which it 
renamed  Livat .

Ikea is also converting the former 
Topshop  store on  Oxford Circus, Lon-
don, into an outlet . The opening date 

was recently delayed by a year, until 
autumn 2024. 

 Ikea has tested  but then closed  
 smaller high street outlets , includ-
ing one on Tottenham Court Road in 
central London, as well as large ware-
house stores,  in  Tottenham in north 
London  and      Coventry  .

Ingka has begun buying up mor-
ibund shopping malls to develop 
city centre destinations as the value 
of those sites has fallen amid hefty 
competition from online shopping, 
which has driven many retailers to 
slim down the size of their chains. 
The  post-Covid shift to working from 
home has also hit city centres.

Churchill Square’s owner, the fund 
manager Abrdn, had hoped to sell the 
mall for £250m when it was put on the 

market last year, but it agreed a deal 
with Ingka Centres for £145m, accord-
ing to the property trade journal 
React News. Ingka did not comment 
on the price.

This summer Ikea reopened in 
San Francisco’s former 6X6 “ghost 
mall”, which  had lain empty  since it s 
completion in 2016. The group is also 
redeveloping Toronto’s Aura Podium  
and a complex of shopping centres 
and offi  ces in  Place d’Italie, Paris .

The Brighton site, which will 

continue trading while the depart-
ment store is being revamped, 
includes the Chartwell Court residen-
tial tower block and three car parks, 
two of which are freeholds.    Retailers 
already at the site  include Apple, 
Next, H&M and Urban Outfi tters.

 Cindy Andersen , the manag-
ing director of Ingka Centres, said 
 Churchill Square  “fi ts perfectly into 
our global expansion strategy, allow-
ing us to transform a traditional retail 
space to a meeting place that is much 
more than just a place to shop”. 

She added: “We’ve proven in Ham-
mersmith that traditional shopping 
centres have a strong future when 
they are adapted and constantly 
evolving to match the real needs of 
local communities.”   

£250m
Price the owner of Churchill Square, 
Abrdn, had hoped to get when the 
mall was put on the market in 2022
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Forecast Around the UKUK and Ireland Noon today

Around the worldAtlantic front

 The  Leonid meteor shower  reaches 
the peak of its annual activity this 
week. On  Friday  evening  and  the 
early hours of Saturday ,  watchers 
will be rewarded with an average of 
about 10  to 15 meteors  an hour.

That may not sound like many, 
but the Leonids are particularly 
well known because they are 
typically bright. This is because 
they hit the Earth’s atmosphere at 
 approximately 37 miles per second, 
 making them faster than any other 
 meteor shower. The meteoroid 
particles  come from the tail of 
 the comet  Tempel-Tuttle , which 
circles the sun once every 33 years. 
 This year,    the Earth  could clip the 
meteoroid stream deposited in 
orbit during the comet’s  passage  
in 1767. If it does, it is predicted to 
happen on  21 November, and the 
number of meteors may climb to 
 about 100  an hour.

The chart shows the view 
looking east at 3am  on Saturday . 
Stuart Clark @DrStuClark
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Above and beyond
Honest Bradshaw
deserves credit for
bringing Olympians’
mental health to fore

     ‘ I almost question, is it really worth it? If I’ve 
damaged myself for the rest of my life?” It 
sounds like a lament from a punch-drunk 
fi ghter with holes in their memory and 
bank balance. Or an old rugby prop, slurry 
and soaked with regrets. But these words 
were uttered last week by a  British Tokyo 
2020 medallist, Holly Bradshaw, as she 

asked whether the relentless pursuit of sporting glory 
had harmed her body and mind.

It was a brave area to explore, given that most 
Britons refl exively believe the drive for Olympic 
success is  a force for good – and that those who 
receive lottery money to chase their dreams should 
count themselves lucky. But Bradshaw’s  raw yet 
vital testimony exposed the pitfalls lurking amid the 
garlands.  In her  interview with Athletics Weekly , 
Bradshaw spoke of having to starve herself for three 
months to get into shape. Of being hungry at night 
but only drinking water as she wanted to drop weight. 
And of suff ering multiple illnesses and injuries since 
winning a   pole vault bronze medal in Tokyo  , including 
glandular fever, achilles  problems, three hamstring 
tears and a broken bone in her back.

At one point it sounded  as if she could even teach 
 Jean-Paul Sartre  a thing or two about existentialism. 
“I say to my husband: ‘I don’t know who I am,’” she 
said. “‘When I retire, who am I going to be? You’ve 
only known me as Holly the athlete. What if I’m 
a completely diff erent person?’”  The  32 -year-old 
did acknowledge that her success in Tokyo had 
felt overwhelmingly positive. But then came the 
kicker. “Winning that bronze medal has damaged me 

physically and mentally . I just worry, have I damaged 
myself too much that I can’t get back from that?”

What should we make of all this? Having spoken 
to multiple people in the Olympic ecosystem, a few 
things come across. First, Bradshaw, who has a masters 
degree in psychology and is known as one of the more  
self-aware members of Team GB, deserves huge credit 
for being so honest. Recently she has faced the death 
of her father, a split from her long time coach, and 
 injuries, so it is no wonder she sounds particularly 
vulnerable. But she has  never shied away from diffi  cult 
issues. Previously she has spoken  about having body 
image issues around her stomach dating back to  youth, 
and after fi nishing  fi fth in Rio  she talked about how 
some in the system had made her feel like a failure.

T rue, there were some dissenting voices 
about her interview. Some pointed out 
 the travails of being an elite athlete 
are minor compared to most people’s 
struggles in the real world, while 
someone I particularly respect also 
questioned why Bradshaw’s coach 
and federation had not done more to 

ensure she enjoyed a more balanced life.  But   there was 
broad agreement that Bradshaw was voicing in public 
what many more sports stars suff er in private.  

 The research backs that up. One academic study 
which looked at common mental disorders (CMDs) – 
such as stress, anxiety and depression – among 384 
European professional footballers found that 37% 
had symptoms at some point over a 12-month period. 
While another, on elite Australian and French athletes, 
showed that the prevalence of CMDs ranged from 17% 
to 45% among those studied.

Commendably, Bradshaw has played a broader part 
in highlighting such issues having  co-authored a 2021 
academic paper on the post-Olympic “blues” . The 
study  involved 14 anonymous Team GB athletes   saying 
they felt they were “little more than medal producing 
machines”.  The word “dehumanising” is used more 
than once, with many also suggesting  the national 
lottery system – in which funding is given to a sport on 
the basis of medal success – is cold and transactional.

One star  recalled the pressure they felt before an  
Olympic fi nal following a conversation with a  member 
of their governing body. “[They] said to us … we were 

one medal down on our target and 
that meant that [the sport] would 
have had a big cut from UK Sport … 
[after they] said: ‘Thank you so much 
you’ve just saved our jobs, funding . ’ ” 
 Never mind having the weight of 
your own medal expectations  – 
 imagine having the responsibility 
for several people’s jobs, too. 
Another mentioned there was no 
congratulations after their success. 
“Instead [they] went straight on to 
‘we haven’t met our UK Sport targets 
so we are going to have a really tough 
time over the next few months’.”

Athletes also said they felt 
unsupported during the Olympic 
Games and upon their return, and 

Bradshaw makes a number of suggestions to change 
that – including employing care offi  cers, with the sole 
responsibility of ensuring people are OK, as well as 
more former athletes as mentors. 

But while many in the system accept the 
lottery-funded approach isn’t perfect, they also rightly 
point out  it has marched Team GB up the medal table 
since the failure of the Atlanta 1996 Games. They also 
stress the culture has improved in recent years. And 
what, they pointedly ask, is the alternative? 

That, perhaps, is also a question that Bradshaw is 
mulling as she trains for her fourth Olympic Games 
in Paris, even though she admits: “I’m not doing it 
because I love it.” Her many admirers will hope she 
fi nds yet more success. But, more importantly, greater 
happiness and peace along the way too.

Sean Ingle

Never mind 
having the 
weight of 
your own 
medal 
expectations 
– imagine 
having the 
responsibility
for several 
people’s jobs

WSL
 Haug pounces 
to earn  Liverpool 
draw at Spurs
Page 38 �

Tennis
Dart delivers 
as GB keep seat 
at  the top table
Page 38 �

▲ Holly Bradshaw 
has  revealed winning 
Olympic pole vault 
bronze has damaged 
her physically and 
mentally
COLDAGH KILCOYNE/REUTERS
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFYING

Group I

P W D L F A GD Pts

Romania 8 4 4 0 13 4 +9 16

Switzerland 7 4 3 0 20 8 +12 15

Israel 7 3 2 2 7 8 -1 11

Kosovo 8 2 4 2 9 8 +1 10

Belarus 8 1 3 4 7 14 -7 6

Andorra 8 0 2 6 3 17 -14 2

Israel (1) 1 Kosovo (0) 0

Rashica 41 

BARCLAYS WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE

P W D L F A GD Pts

Chelsea 6 5 1 0 18 4 +14 16

Arsenal 6 4 1 1 14 8 +6 13

Manchester Utd 6 3 3 0 17 6 +11 12

Tottenham 6 3 2 1 13 8 +5 11

Liverpool 6 3 2 1 7 4 +3 11

Manchester City 6 3 1 2 10 4 +6 10

Leicester 6 2 1 3 9 12 -3 7

Brighton 6 2 1 3 8 12 -4 7

West Ham 6 1 1 4 5 13 -8 4

Everton 6 1 1 4 3 12 -9 4

Aston Villa 6 1 0 5 6 16 -10 3

Bristol City 6 1 0 5 7 18 -11 3

Bristol City (0) 0 Aston Villa (0) 2

 Connolly 77og, Salmon 86

Everton (0) 0 Chelsea (1) 3

 Fleming 14, Kerr 62

 Beever-Jones 90

Leicester (2) 2 Arsenal (0) 6

Tierney 36 Lacasse 49, Russo 52

Cayman 38 Foord 58, Pelova 61

 Blackstenius 75, Hurtig 90+8

Manchester City (0) 0 Brighton (0) 1

 Lee 81

Manchester United (3) 5 West Ham (0) 0 

Geyse 3, Turner 42 

Parris 45’+1, García 88 

Malard 90 

Football results

The
week
ahead

Today 13
 Tennis

ATP World Tour Finals

Turin, Italy (to Sat) Amazon Prime
Snooker

Champion of Champions

Horwich, Bolton (to Sun) ITV4
Racing

Carlisle Racing UK, 

Kempton Racing UK, Wolverhampton 

Tomorrow 14
Football (7.45pm unless stated)

Women’s Champions League 

Group A Barcelona v Benfica (8pm) 

DAZN; Rosengård v Eintracht 

Frankfurt (5.45pm) DAZN. Group B 

Slavia Prague v Lyon (8pm) DAZN; 

St Pölten v Brann (5.45pm) DAZN
Emirates FA Cup

First-round replay Accrington 

Stanley v Doncaster; Burton v 

Port Vale; Cray Valley  v Charlton; 

Derby v Crewe; Forest Green v 

Scarborough; Grimsby v Slough; 

Horsham v Barnsley; Salford v 

Peterborough; York City v Chester

Bristol Street Motors EFL Trophy

Newport v Bristol Rovers; Reading v 

Arsenal U21 (7pm); Shrewsbury v 

Walsall (7pm); Stevenage v 

Crystal Palace U21 (7pm)

cinch Scottish League One

Cove Rangers v Montrose

cinch Scottish League Two

Stenhousemuir v Peterhead 

 Cymru Premier 

Aberystwyth Town v Newtown (8pm) 

Racing

Huntingdon Racing UK, Lingfield, 

Newcastle, Wolverhampton

Wednesday 15
Football (7.45pm unless stated)

Euro 2024 qualifying 

Group I Israel v Switzerland Viaplay 1
International match

Belgium v Serbia Viaplay Sports Online
Women’s Champions League 

Group C Ajax v PSG (8pm) DAZN; 

Bayern Munich v Roma (5.45pm) 

DAZN. Group D Paris FC v Häcken 

(5.45pm) DAZN; Real Madrid v 

Chelsea (8pm) DAZN 
Cricket

Men’s World Cup

Semi-final India v New Zealand, 

Mumbai (8.30am) Sky Sports Cricket
Darts

Grand Slam of Darts

Aldersley, Wolverhampton (to Sun) 

Sky Sports Main Event
Racing

Ayr Racing UK, Bangor, Kempton 

Racing UK, Southwell

Thursday 16
Football (7.45pm unless stated)

Euro 2024 qualifying 

Group A Cyprus v Spain (5pm) 

Viaplay 2; Georgia v Scotland (5pm) 

Viaplay 1. Group F Azerbaijan v 

Sweden (5pm) Viaplay Xtra; Estonia v 

Austria (5pm) Viaplay Online. 

Group G Bulgaria v Hungary Viaplay 
Online; Montenegro v Lithuania 

Viaplay Online. Group J Liechtenstein 

v Portugal Viaplay Xtra; Luxembourg 

v Bosnia-Herzegovina Viaplay 2; 

Slovakia v Iceland Viaplay 1
International match

Norway v Faroe Islands (5pm) 

Viaplay Sports Online 
Euro Under-21 qualifying 

Group Nine Wales v Iceland (6pm) 

S4C Online

Cricket

Men’s World Cup

Semi-final South Africa v Australia, 

Kolkata (8.30am) Sky Sports Cricket
Golf

DP World Tour Championship

Dubai (to Sun) Sky Sports Golf
PGA The RSM Classic

Saint Simons Island, Georgia, US 

(to Sun) Sky Sports Golf
Mallorca Ladies Open

Mallorca, Spain (to Sun) Sky Sports Golf
LPGA CME Group Tour Championship

Naples, Florida

Racing

Chelmsford Racing UK, Market Rasen 

RUK, Sedgefield, Taunton RUK

Friday 17
Football (7.45pm unless stated)

Euro 2024 qualifying 

Group C England v Malta Channel 4; 

Italy v North Macedonia Viaplay 
Sports 1. Group E Moldova v Albania 

(5pm) Viaplay Online; Poland v 

Czech Republic Viaplay Online. 

Group H Denmark v Slovenia Viaplay 
Xtra; Finland v Northern Ireland 

(5pm) Viaplay 1; Kazakhstan v 

San Marino (3pm) Viaplay 2 
Euro Under-21 qualifying 

Group Two Belgium v Scotland 

(7pm). Group One Norway v Rep of 

Ireland (5pm)

SPFL Trust Trophy Challenge Cup

Quarter-finals Falkirk v Dundee Utd 

(7pm) BBC Alba/BBC iPlayer; 

Hamilton v Raith 

 Cymru Premier 

Aberystwyth  v Bala 

Rugby union (7.45pm unless stated)

Gallagher Premiership

Bath v Bristol TNT 2; Sale v Newcastle 

United Championship

Edinburgh v Bulls (7.35pm) Viaplay; 

Ulster v Lions (7.35pm) TG4; 

Zebre v Cardiff Rugby (7.35pm)

RFU Championship

London Scottish v Ampthill; 

Nottingham v Ealing Trailfinders

Racing

Cheltenham ITV4/Racing UK, 

Newcastle, Southwell, Wolverhampton

Saturday 18
Football (3pm unless stated)

Euro 2024 qualifying 

Group B France v Gibraltar (7.45pm) 

Viaplay Online; Netherlands v 

Rep of Ireland (7.45pm) Viaplay 1. 

Group D Armenia v Wales (2pm) 

S4C/Viaplay 1/BBC iPlayer; Latvia v 

Croatia (5pm) Viaplay 2. Group I 

Belarus v Andorra (5pm) Viaplay 
Online; Israel v Romania (7.45pm) 

Viaplay Xtra; Switzerland v Kosovo 

(7.45pm) Viaplay Online
International match

Germany v Turkey (7.45pm)

Euro Under-21 qualifying 

Group Six Serbia v England (4pm)

Sky Bet League One

Barnsley v Carlisle; Blackpool v 

Shrewsbury; Bristol Rovers v 

Fleetwood; Exeter v Peterborough; 

Port Vale v Leyton Orient; Stevenage 

v Lincoln City; Wigan v Wycombe

Sky Bet League Two

Accrington v Wrexham; Barrow v 

Crawley; Forest Green v Grimsby; 

Gillingham v Salford; Harrogate v 

Swindon; Mansfield v Newport; 

MK Dons v Wimbledon (12.30pm); 

Notts County v Bradford (12.30pm)

Sky Sports Football; Stockport v 

Colchester; Sutton v Tranmere

Vanarama National League

Barnet v Gateshead; Bromley v Fylde; 

Dorking v Boreham Wood; Eastleigh v 

Altrincham; Ebbsfleet  v Oxford City; 

Halifax v Wealdstone; Kidderminster 

v Dagenham & Red; Rochdale v 

Aldershot; Solihull v Maidenhead; 

Southend v Chesterfield TNT 3; 

Woking v Oldham; York v Hartlepool

FA Women’s Super League

Chelsea v Liverpool (1.30pm) BBC One
cinch Scottish Championship

Dunfermline v Inverness CT

cinch Scottish League One

Cove v Stirling; Edinburgh City v 

Alloa; Queen of the South v Kelty

cinch Scottish League Two

Bonnyrigg v Forfar; Clyde v East Fife; 

Dumbarton v Elgin; Spartans v 

Peterhead; Stranraer v Stenhousemuir

SPFL Trust Trophy Challenge Cup

Quarter-final The New Saints v 

Arbroath (2.30pm) 

Rugby union

Gallagher Premiership

Harlequins v Saracens (5.30pm) 

TNT Sports 1; Leicester v 

Northampton (3.05pm) TNT Sports 1
United Championship

Dragons v Ospreys (5.15pm) Viaplay; 

Glasgow Warriors v Benetton 

(7.35pm) Viaplay; Leinster v Scarlets 

(7.35pm); Munster v Stormers 

(5.15pm) TG4; Sharks v Connacht 

(3pm) Viaplay
RFU Championship

Cambridge v Hartpury (2pm); 

Cornish Pirates v Caldy (2.30pm); 

Coventry v Doncaster (3pm)

Formula One

Las Vegas Grand Prix qualifying

Nevada, USA (8am) Sky Sports F1
 Racing

Cheltenham, Lingfield, Uttoxeter, 

Wetherby, Wolverhampton

Sunday 19
Football (3pm unless stated)

Euro 2024 qualifying 

Group A Scotland v Norway 

(7.45pm) Viaplay Sports 1; 

Spain v Georgia (7.45pm) Viaplay 2. 

Group F Belgium v Azerbaijan (5pm) 

Viaplay 1; Sweden v Estonia (5pm) 

Viaplay 2. Group G Hungary v 

Montenegro (2pm) Viaplay 1; 

Serbia v Bulgaria (2pm) Viaplay 2. 

Group J Bosnia-Herzegovina v 

Slovakia (7.45pm) Viaplay Online; 

Liechtenstein v Luxembourg 

(7.45pm) Viaplay Online; Portugal v 

Iceland (7.45pm) Viaplay Xtra
FA Women’s Super League

Brighton v Arsenal (2pm) Sky Sports 
Premier League; Everton v Bristol 

City (1pm); Leicester v Tottenham; 

Manchester Utd v Manchester City 

(4.30pm) Sky Sports Premier League; 

West Ham v Aston Villa

FA Women’s Championship

Birmingham v Durham (1pm); 

Blackburn v Reading (2pm); Charlton 

v Sunderland (noon); Crystal Palace v 

Southampton (2pm); Lewes v London 

City (2pm); Watford v Sheff Utd (2pm) 

JD Cymru Premier 

Caernarfon v Barry Town (2.30pm); 

Connah’s Quay Nomads v 

Haverfordwest County (2.30pm); 

Penybont v Newtown (2.30pm); 

Pontypridd v Colwyn Bay (2.30pm)

Rugby union

Gallagher Premiership

Exeter v Gloucester (3pm) TNT Sports 1
Cricket

Men’s World Cup

Final TBC v TBC, Ahmedabad 

(8.30am) Sky Sports Cricket
Formula One

Las Vegas Grand Prix

Nevada, US (6am) Sky Sports F1
Racing

Cheltenham, Fontwell

The main event
Cricket World Cup fi nal
8.30am, Sunday, Sky Sports Cricket
A showpiece fi nale against South Africa 
or Australia awaits the unbeaten hosts, 
India,  if they can  overcome  New Zealand

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sjoeke Nüsken’s
Chelsea face Real
Madrid in Spain
on Wednesday

Premier League

Scotland

Other football

CINCH PREMIERSHIP

P W D L F A GD Pts

Celtic 13 11 2 0 34 7 +27 35

Rangers 12 9 0 3 26 6 +20 27

St Mirren 12 5 4 3 18 18 0 19

Hearts 12 5 2 5 12 12 0 17

Dundee 12 4 5 3 14 15 -1 17

Kilmarnock 13 4 4 5 15 15 0 16

Hibernian 13 3 6 4 18 20 -2 15

Motherwell 13 3 3 7 15 21 -6 12

Aberdeen 11 3 3 5 14 20 -6 12

St Johnstone 12 2 5 5 8 18 -10 11

Ross County 12 2 4 6 11 21 -10 10

Livingston 13 2 4 7 9 21 -12 10

Celtic (2) 6 Aberdeen (0) 0

Yang 9, Furuhashi 16 

Palma 77pen, Turnbull 90+2 

Oh 90+6 90+9 

Dundee (2) 4 St Mirren (0) 0

Bakayoko 16  57 

Rudden 45+2pen 

Robinson 85 5,496

Hibernian (1) 1 Kilmarnock (0) 0

Campbell 36 16,250

Livingston (0) 0 Rangers (1) 2

 Dessers 26

 Tavernier 75pen

Motherwell (0) 1 Hearts (1) 2

Spittal 78pen Shankland 27 71

5,884

 Home Away

P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts Form

 1 Manchester City 12 5 0 0 16 3 4 1 2 16 9 +20 28 LLWWWD

 2 Liverpool 12 6 0 0 17 2 2 3 1 10 8 +17 27 LDWWDW

 3 Arsenal 12 5 2 0 18 7 3 1 1 8 3 +16 27 WWDWLW

 4 Tottenham 12 4 0 1 9 6 4 2 1 15 9 +9 26 WWWWLL

 5 Aston Villa 12 6 0 0 23 5 2 1 3 6 12 +12 25 WDWWLW

 6 Manchester United 12 4 0 3 8 10 3 0 2 5 6 -3 21 LWWLWW

 7 Newcastle 12 5 0 1 14 3 1 2 3 13 10 +14 20 WDWDWL

 8 Brighton 12 3 3 1 15  10 2 1 2 10 11 +4 19 LDLDDD

 9 West Ham 12 3 1 2 11 9 2 1 3 10 13 -1 17 WDLLLW

 10 Chelsea 12 1 3 3 10 11 3 1 1 11 5 +5 16 WWDLWD

 11 Brentford 12 2 3 1 12 10 2 1 3 7 7 +2 16 DLWWWL

 12 Wolves 12 2 2 2 9 12 2 1 3 7 8 -4 15 WDWDLW

 13 Crystal Palace 12 1 2 3 6 8 3 1 2 6 8 -4 15 WDLLWL

 14 Everton 12 1 1 4 5 6 3 1 2 9 11 -3 14 LWLWDW

 15 Nottingham Forest 12 2 3 0 8 5 1 1 5 6 13 -4 13 DDDLWL

 16 Fulham 12 2 0 3 4 7 1 3 3 6 13 -10 12 LWLDLL

 17 Bournemouth 12 2 2 3 6 10 0 1 4 5 17 -16 9 LLLWLW

 18 Luton 12 0 2 3 4 7 1 1 5 6 15 -12 6 LLDLDL

 19 Sheffield United 12 1 1 4 6 16 0 1 5 4 15 -21 5 LLLLWD

 20 Burnley 12 0 0 6 4 18 1 1 4 5 12 -21 4 WLLLLL

Arsenal (1) 3 Burnley (0) 1

Trossard 45+1, Saliba 57 Brownhill 54

Zinchenko 74 

Aston Villa (2) 3 Fulham (0) 1

Robinson 27og, McGinn 42 Jiménez 70

Watkins 64 41,046

Bournemouth (0) 2 Newcastle (0) 0

Solanke 60 73 11,201

Brighton (1) 1 Sheffield United (0) 1

Adingra 6 Webster 74og

31,367 

Chelsea (2) 4 Manchester City (2) 4

 Silva 29 Haaland 25pen 47

Sterling 37, Jackson 67 Akanji 45+1, Rodri 86

Palmer 90+5pen 39,532

Crystal Palace (1) 2 Everton (1) 3

Eze 5pen, Édouard 74 Mykolenko 1, Doucouré 49

25,103 Gueye 86

Liverpool (1) 3 Brentford (0) 0

Salah 39 62 

Jota 74 50,151

Manchester United (0) 1 Luton (0) 0

LindelÖf 59 73,599

West Ham (1) 3 Nottingham Forest (1) 2

 Paquetá 3, Bowen 65 Awoniyi 44, Elanga 63

Soucek 88 62,470

Wolves (0) 2 Tottenham (1) 1

Sarabia 90+1 Johnson 3

Lemina 90+7 

34

Tottenham (1) 1 Liverpool (0) 1

Bizet 27 Haug 66

FA WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP

P W D L F A GD Pts

Charlton 10 6 3 1 14 7 +7 21

Sunderland 10 6 3 1 12 5 +7 21

Crystal Palace 9 6 2 1 31 10 +21 20

Southampton 10 6 0 4 17 11 +6 18

Birmingham 10 5 2 3 17 9 +8 17

Blackburn 10 5 0 5 8 13 -5 15

Durham 10 4 2 4 10 17 -7 14

London City 10 3 2 5 10 16 -6 11

Sheffield Utd 9 3 1 5 10 13 -3 10

Reading 10 2 4 4 9 14 -5 10

Watford 10 1 2 7 10 21 -11 5

Lewes 10 1 1 8 5 17 -12 4

Reading 0 Watford 0; London City 0 Birmingham City 1; 

Crystal Palace 3 Lewes 2; Sheffield Utd 0 Durham 1; 

Southampton 0 Charlton 2; Sunderland 0 Blackburn 1

WOMEN’S FA CUP

First round Barnsley 0 Liverpool Feds 3; Beaumont Park 0 

Leafield 4; Blackpool 0 Spennymoor 1; Boldmere St 

Michaels 13 Wyberton 0; Bournemouth 5 Bridgwater 0; 

Bristol Rovers 3 Portishead 1 Bromley 3 Portchester 2; 

Burnley 2 Huddersfield 1; Cambridge Utd 1 MK Dons 2; 

Cardiff 0 Cheltenham 3; Chesham 2 Ebbsfleet Utd 3; 

Coundon Court 3 Leamington 0; Dartford 3 Abingdon 1; 

Denham 2 Millwall 3; Doncaster 0 Rugby 2; Dulwich Hamlet 2 

London Bees 0; Dussindale & Hellesdon 3 Needham Market 4; 

Fulham 1 Portsmouth 9; Fylde 0 Durham Cestria 1; 

Gateshead 1 Alnwick 2; Harpenden 0 Luton 3; Haywards 

Heath 2 Chatham 4; Helston 0 Exeter 8; Hertford 1 Haringey 

Borough 3; Hull 3 Halifax 1; Leeds Modernians 2 Darwen 4; 

Leek 1 Solihull Moors 4; Lincoln City 1 Derby 5; Lincoln Utd 1 

Loughborough 2; Mancunian Unity 2 Newcastle 9; Marine 

Academy P Keynsham P; Moneyfields 6 Ashford 3; 

Northampton 0 Ipswich 6; Norton & Stockton 0 Chester-Le-

Street 1; Norwich 1 Hashtag United 0; Nottingham Forest 7 

Sheffield FC 0; Plymouth P Ilminster P; Real Bedford 0 

Billericay 5; Rotherham 0 Worcester 5; Saltdean 1 

AFC Wimbledon 1 (aet; AFC Wimbledon win 8-7 on pens); 

Southampton P Brentford P; Sporting Khalsa 3 Crewe 0; 

Sticker 0 Stoneham 4; Stoke 6 Dunton & Broughton 0; 

Sutton Coldfield 8 Chesterfield 0; Sutton Utd 3 Maidenhead 4 

(aet); Swindon 6 Sherborne 0; Thetford 2 Enfield 4; 

West Brom 8 Lye 2; West Disbury & Chorlton 2 Leeds Utd 6; 

Wigan P Chorley P; Wolves 8 Stourbridge 0; Woodley Utd 0 

Oxford Utd 4; Wroxham 1 Peterborough 2 (aet); York City 0 

FC United 2; York Railway 0 Stockport County 3 (aet)

PRO LEAGUE

Club Brugge 0 Cercle Brugge 0; Eupen 1 RWD Molenbeek 3; 

Genk 3 OH Leuven 1; Gent 1 Anderlecht 1; Mechelen 1 

Charleroi 0; Royal Antwerp 6 Standard Liège 0; 

Union St-Gilloise 3 Kortrijk 0. Friday Westerlo 3 St-Truiden 3

LIGUE 1

Clermont 1 Lorient 0; Le Havre 0 Monaco 0; Lens 1 

Marseille 0; Lille 1 Toulouse 1; Metz 3 Nantes 1; 

Reims 0 Paris St-Germain 3; Rennes 0 Lyon 1. 

Friday Montpellier 0 Nice 0

BUNDESLIGA

Augsburg 1 Hoffenheim 1; Bayer Leverkusen 4 Union Berlin 0; 

Bayern Munich 4 Heidenheim 2; Bochum 1 Cologne1; 

Darmstadt 0 Mainz 0; RB Leipzig 3 Freiburg 1; VfB Stuttgart 2 

Borussia Dortmund 1; Werder Bremen 2 Eintracht Frankfurt 2. 

Friday Borussia M’gladbach 4 Wolfsburg 0

SERIE A

Fiorentina 2 Bologna 1; Internazionale 2 Frosinone 0; 

Juventus 2 Cagliari 1; Lazio 0 Roma 0; Lecce 2 Milan 2; 

Monza 1 Torino1; Napoli 0 Empoli 1; Udinese 1 Atalanta 1.

Friday Genoa 1 Verona 0; Sassuolo 2 Salernitana 2

EREDIVISIE

Almere City 2 Ajax 2; Feyenoord 1 AZ Alkmaar 0; PSV 

Eindhoven 4 PEC Zwolle 0; RKC Waalwijk 0 Go Ahead Eagles 1; 

Twente 3 NEC Nijmegen 3; Utrecht 2 Excelsor 2; 

Vitese Arnhem 1 Heerenveen 3; Volendam 1 Sparta 

Rotterdam 4. Friday Fortuna Sittard 4 Heracles Almelo 1

PRIMEIRA LIGA

Arouca 0 Braga 1; Benfica 2 Sporting 1; Boavista 1 Farense 3; 

Estrela 0 Moreirense 1; Gil Vicente 1 Rio Ave 1; Guimarães 1 

Porto 2; Portimonense 2 Chaves 1; Vizela 0 Famalicão 0. 

Friday Estoril 4 Casa Pia 0

LA LIGA

Almería 1 Real Sociedad 3; Atlético Madrid 3 Villarreal 1; 

Barcelona 2 Alavés 1;Granada 1 Getafe 1; 

Osasuna 1 Las Palmas 1; Rayo Vallecano 1 Girona 2; 

Real Madrid 5 Valencia 1; Sevilla 1 Betis 1. 

Friday Athletic Bilbao 4 Celta Vigo 3

St Johnstone (0) 1 Ross County (0) 0

Carey 71 

3,018 

CINCH CHAMPIONSHIP

P W D L F A GD Pts

Dundee Utd 13 9 4 0 33 6 +27 31

Raith 12 8 3 1 20 13 +7 27

Partick 13 6 4 3 26 20 +6 22

Airdrieonians 13 5 2 6 12 17 -5 17

Dunfermline 11 4 2 5 12 13 -1 14

Ayr 13 4 2 7 17 25 -8 14

Queen’s Park 13 3 4 6 18 27 -9 13

Inverness CT 11 3 3 5 11 12 -1 12

Arbroath 11 4 0 7 16 22 -6 12

Morton 12 2 2 8 12 22 -10 8

Airdrieonians 2 Arbroath 0; Inverness CT 3 Ayr 1; 

Partick 2 Morton 1; Queen’s Park 2 Raith 3. 

Friday Dunfermline 1 Dundee Utd 2

CINCH LEAGUE ONE

P W D L F A GD Pts

Falkirk 13 10 3 0 31 9 +22 33

Hamilton 13 9 3 1 27 6 +21 30

Cove Rangers 12 5 4 3 18 14 +4 19

Montrose 12 6 1 5 22 20 +2 19

Kelty Hearts 13 5 3 5 19 20 -1 18

Alloa 13 5 2 6 17 20 -3 17

Stirling Albion 13 4 2 7 9 21 -12 14

Queen of the South 13 4 1 8 16 20 -4 13

Annan Athletic 13 2 4 7 17 28 -11 10

Edinburgh City 13 1 3 9 15 33 -18 6

Alloa 1 Queen of the South 0; Falkirk 2 Edinburgh City 1; 

Hamilton 5 StirlingAlbion 0; Kelty Hearts 0 Cove Rangers 1; 

Montrose 1 Annan Athletic 1

CINCH LEAGUE TWO

P W D L F A GD Pts

Peterhead 11 8 1 2 23 8 +15 25

Dumbarton 12 7 2 3 22 11 +11 23

Stenhousemuir 11 6 4 1 20 10 +10 22

Spartans 12 5 5 2 21 17 +4 20

Bonnyrigg Rose 11 4 3 4 17 17 0 15

Stranraer 12 4 2 6 15 25 -10 14

East Fife 11 2 4 5 11 14 -3 10

Forfar 11 1 6 4 10 15 -5 9

Elgin 11 2 3 6 10 21 -11 9

Clyde 12 1 4 7 10 21 -11 7 

East Fife 0 Dumbarton 1; Elgin 2 Bonnyrigg Rose 0; Forfar 1 

Clyde 1; Peterhead 3 Stranraer 2; Stenhousemuir 3 Spartans 2

HIGHLAND LEAGUE

Strathspey 5 Deveronvale 2; Brechin 6 Clachnacuddin 0; 

Formartine 3 Brora Rangers 3; Forres Mechanics 2 

Banks O’Dee 2; Inverurie Loco Works 0 Buckie Thistle 2; 

Lossiemouth 1 Keith 0; Turriff 3 Rothes 1; Wick 2 Huntly 2.

Leading standings 1 Formartine P13 Pts29; 2 Brechin 10-28; 

3 Buckie Thistle 10-25 

LOWLAND LEAGUE

Albion Rovers 2 Caledonian 1; Bo’ness 4 Cowdenbeath 2; 

Broomhill 1 Celtic B 2; Civil Service 1 Berwick 0; 

East Kilbride 2 Cumbernauld 0; Edinburgh Univ 0 Hearts B 4; 

Linlithgow 2 East Stirlingshire 0; Tranent 2 Gala Fairydean 1; 

Stirling Univ 3 Gretna 1. Leading standings 1 East Kilbride 

P15 Pts41 2 Hearts B 17-33; 3 Cumbernauld 17-33 .

Social Media Pakistan 0342-4938217



Section:GDN 1N  PaGe:35  Edition Date:231113  Edition:01  Zone:    Sent at 12/11/2023 20:55 cYanmaGentaYellow

• Monday 13 November 2023  The Guardian 

35

 P W D L F A GD Pts

Portsmouth 16 10 6 0 27 12 +15 36

Oxford Utd 16 11 2 3 31 16 +15 35

Bolton 16 11 2 3 30 18 +12 35

Peterborough Utd 17 9 4 4 31 18 +13 31

Stevenage 17 8 5 4 23 17 +6 29

Barnsley 16 8 3 5 31 18 +13 27

Derby 16 8 3 5 28 15 +13 27

Blackpool 17 6 6 5 24 23 +1 24

Lincoln City 16 6 5 5 20 17 +3 23

Bristol Rovers 16 6 5 5 22 20 +2 23

Charlton 16 6 4 6 27 23 +4 22

Wycombe 16 6 4 6 22 24 -2 22

Leyton Orient 16 5 5 6 16 21 -5 20

Burton Albion 17 5 5 7 16 21 -5 20

Cambridge Utd 17 5 5 7 13 20 -7 20

Shrewsbury 17 6 2 9 10 22 -12 20

Port Vale 16 5 4 7 13 24 -11 19

Wigan 17 8 2 7 26 22 +4 18

Northampton 16 5 2 9 17 21 -4 17

Exeter 16 5 2 9 12 22 -10 17

Fleetwood 16 4 4 8 18 25 -7 16

Carlisle 17 3 5 9 13 20 -7 14

Cheltenham 16 2 3 11 7 25 -18 9

Reading 16 3 2 11 15 28 -13 7

Bolton (0) 1 Blackpool (0) 0

Thomason 74 24,238

Carlisle (0) 0 Bristol Rovers (1) 1

7,838 Lavelle 38og

Cheltenham (1) 1 Wigan (1) 1

Sercombe 32pen Freestone 6og

4,235

Derby (1) 3 Barnsley (0) 0

Collins 35pen 63 

Forsyth 48 28,019

Fleetwood (3) 3 Exeter (0) 0

Broom 6 

Sarpong-Wiredu 32 

Patterson 42 2,688

Leyton Orient (0) 2 Oxford Utd (2) 3

Stevens 48og Rodrigues 32 47

Sotiriou 64 Bodin 45+2

8,614

Lincoln City (0) 1 Port Vale (1) 1

Shodipo 90+3 Garrity 34

7,751

Northampton (0) 2 Burton Albion (0) 0

Leonard 54 

Hoskins 78 6,640

Peterborough Utd (3) 5 Cambridge Utd (0) 0

Mason-Clark 34 37 

Poku 40 54, Bennett 86og 11,641

Portsmouth (1) 2 Charlton (0) 2

Kamara 3 May 71

Bishop 76pen McGrandles 90+3

19,404 

Shrewsbury (1) 3 Reading (2) 2

Bayliss 33 Smith 12

Dunkley 90+2 Ballard 15

Sraha 90+8 6,893

Wycombe (0) 0 Stevenage (1) 1

4,936 Reid 45+14

LEADING GOALSCORERS 

12 May (Charlton); Reid (Stevenage). 11 Charles (Bolton); 

Cole (Barnsley). 10 Bishop (Portsmouth). 9 Hoskins 

(Northampton); Rhodes (Blackpool). 

 P W D L F A GD Pts

Stockport County 17 12 2 3 37 18 +19 38

Wrexham 17 9 6 2 34 27 +7 33

Mansfield 16 8 8 0 29 13 +16 32

Crewe 17 9 5 3 36 25 +11 32

Notts County 17 9 3 5 33 29 +4 30

Barrow 17 7 7 3 20 15 +5 28

Morecambe 16 8 3 5 25 20 +5 27

Accrington 17 8 2 7 25 24 +1 26

AFC Wimbledon 17 6 7 4 25 19 +6 25

Gillingham 17 8 1 8 14 22 -8 25

Crawley 16 7 3 6 27 28 -1 24

Swindon 17 6 5 6 36 31 +5 23

MK Dons 17 6 5 6 26 24 +2 23

Harrogate 17 7 1 9 16 22 -6 22

Salford City 17 6 3 8 27 26 +1 21

Colchester 17 6 2 9 26 31 -5 20

Walsall 17 5 5 7 24 29 -5 20

Bradford City 17 5 5 7 18 23 -5 20

Doncaster 17 6 2 9 20 27 -7 20

Newport County 17 5 4 8 26 32 -6 19

Grimsby 17 4 5 8 23 28 -5 17

Tranmere 17 4 1 12 21 29 -8 13

Forest Green 16 4 1 11 18 30 -12 13

Sutton Utd 17 3 2 12 23 37 -14 11

AFC Wimbledon (1) 2 Doncaster (0) 0

Al Hamadi 45+2 63 

8,013 

Bradford City (1) 1 Barrow (1) 2

Smith 33 Telford 1

17,247 Ray 77

Colchester (0) 1 Sutton Utd (0) 1

Read 80 Sowunmi 90+5

3,732

Crawley (1) 3 Accrington (1) 1

Orsi-Dadomo 8 76pen Nolan 2

Wright 48 2,887

Crewe (0) 1 Notts County (0) 0

Baker-Richardson 90+8pen

5,663

Grimsby (0) 3 Morecambe (1) 2

Rose 47 Mayor 2

Green 49 McKiernan 86

Pyke 59 5,939

Newport County (0) 0 MK Dons (0) 0

3,777

Salford City (1) 1 Mansfield (2) 2

Smith 22 Bowery 19 

3,281 Keillor-Dunn 37

Swindon (1) 2 Stockport County (0) 4

Kemp 31 Collar 52pen

Young 61 Wootton 69

8,475 Bailey 73, Camps 89

Tranmere (1) 3 Forest Green (0) 0

Omotoye 8og 

Dennis 47 

Apter 71 6,461

Walsall (0) 0 Harrogate (0) 1

4,654 Thomson 84

Wrexham (1) 2 Gillingham (0) 0

Palmer 1 

Tozer 71 10,268

LEADING GOALSCORERS

14 Smith (Salford City). 12 Langstaff (Notts County); Young 

(Swindon). 11 Evans (Newport County); Kemp (Swindon); 

Mellon (Morecambe); Olaofe (Stockport County).  

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE

 P W D L F A GD Pts

Chesterfield 18 15 2 1 47 24 +23 47

Barnet 19 13 3 3 40 26 +14 42

Solihull Moors 19 10 7 2 29 20 +9 37

Bromley 19 10 6 3 29 19 +10 36

Altrincham 18 8 8 2 33 23 +10 32

Aldershot 19 9 3 7 33 32 +1 30

Gateshead 18 8 5 5 42 25 +17 29

Halifax 19 7 7 5 21 18 +3 28

Rochdale 19 6 6 7 33 32 +1 24

Oldham 19 5 9 5 27 28 -1 24

Eastleigh 19 6 6 7 28 32 -4 24

Wealdstone 19 6 5 8 23 27 -4 23

Hartlepool 19 7 2 10 31 36 -5 23

Woking 19 6 4 9 22 23 -1 22

Dagenham & Red 20 6 4 10 22 27 -5 22

Southend 19 9 4 6 34 20 +14 21

Boreham Wood 19 4 9 6 21 26 -5 21

Dorking 19 6 3 10 21 33 -12 21

York 19 4 7 8 27 37 -10 19

Maidenhead 19 4 7 8 19 29 -10 19

Ebbsfleet Utd 19 5 3 11 25 36 -11 18

Oxford City 19 4 5 10 27 38 -11 17

Fylde 19 4 4 11 28 38 -10 16

Kidderminster 19 3 5 11 12 25 -13 14

Aldershot 1 Kidderminster 0; Altrincham 2 Southend 0; 

Boreham Wood 1 Bromley 1; Chesterfield 4 Barnet 2; 

Dagenham & Red 1 Solihull 2; Fylde 0 York 2; Gateshead 6 

Dorking 0; Hartlepool 2 Ebbsfleet Utd 2; Maidenhead 1 

Halifax 0; Oldham 1 Eastleigh 1; Oxford City 3 Woking 2; 

Wealdstone 3 Rochdale 2

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE NORTH

(top nine) P W D L F A GD Pts

Scunthorpe 17 10 4 3 38 15 +23 34

Tamworth 17 10 2 5 29 12 +17 32

South Shields 18 9 5 4 30 18 +12 32

Spennymoor 17 9 3 5 28 23 +5 30

Alfreton 16 8 3 5 30 21 +9 27

Chorley 16 7 5 4 20 17 +3 26

Curzon Ashton 16 7 4 5 21 15 +6 25

Warrington 17 7 4 6 24 24 0 25

Boston Utd 17 7 4 6 17 18 -1 25 

Alfreton 1 Scarborough 3; Boston 1 Hereford 0; Brackley 1 

Blyth 1; Buxton 1 Farsley 2; Chorley 2 Peterborough Sports 0; 

Curzon Ashton 1 Bishop’s Stortford 0; Darlington 3 Chester 2; 

King’s Lynn 0 Spennymoor 1; Scunthorpe 2 Gloucester 0; 

Southport 1 South Shields 0; Tamworth 1 Banbury 2; 

Warrington 2 Rushall Olympic 1

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH

(top nine) P W D L F A GD Pts

Yeovil 16 12 2 2 33 17 +16 38

Aveley 17 10 2 5 26 17 +9 32

Bath City 17 9 4 4 35 22 +13 31

Hampton & R’mond 18 9 4 5 29 24 +5 31

Torquay 17 9 1 7 29 25 +4 28

Maidstone 16 7 6 3 23 18 +5 27

Chelmsford 17 6 8 3 23 17 +6 26

Worthing 15 8 2 5 25 20 +5 26

Farnborough 17 6 7 4 29 22 +7 25 

Bath 3 Aveley 0; Chelmsford 2 Chippenham 2; Eastbourne 3 

Braintree 1; Farnborough 1 Weymouth 1; Hampton & R’mond 5 

Maidstone 2; Havant & W 0 Torquay 2; Hemel Hempstead 1 

Taunton 0; St Albans 2 Tonbridge 3; Truro P Dartford P 

(waterlogged pitch); Welling 4 Slough 3; Weston-super-Mare P 

Worthing P (waterlogged pitch); Yeovil 2 Dover 0

Other results

Non-leagueSky Bet Championship Sky Bet League One Sky Bet League Two

 P W D L F A GD Pts

Leicester 16 13 0 3 29 10 +19 39

Ipswich 16 12 3 1 36 21 +15 39

Leeds 16 9 4 3 27 16 +11 31

Southampton 16 9 3 4 27 26 +1 30

Preston 16 8 4 4 23 24 -1 28

Sunderland 16 8 2 6 27 17 +10 26

West Brom 16 7 5 4 26 17 +9 26

Hull 16 7 5 4 22 19 +3 26

Cardiff 16 7 3 6 25 19 +6 24

Middlesbrough 16 7 3 6 23 23 0 24

Bristol City 16 6 4 6 16 16 0 22

Blackburn 16 7 1 8 24 26 -2 22

Watford 16 5 6 5 23 18 +5 21

Stoke 16 6 3 7 16 18 -2 21

Millwall 16 5 5 6 19 19 0 20

Norwich 16 6 2 8 29 32 -3 20

Swansea 16 5 4 7 22 21 +1 19

Birmingham 16 5 4 7 19 22 -3 19

Plymouth 16 4 4 8 27 27 0 16

Coventry 16 3 7 6 19 21 -2 16

Huddersfield 16 3 6 7 14 28 -14 15

Rotherham 16 2 5 9 15 32 -17 11

QPR 16 2 4 10 11 27 -16 10

Sheffield Wed 16 1 3 12 7 27 -20 6

Cardiff (2) 2 Norwich (1) 3

Bowler 39 Fassnacht 22

Robinson 43 Wintle 82og

21,271 Idah 84

Coventry (0) 0 Stoke (0) 0

25,003 

Hull (0) 1 Huddersfield (0) 0

Delap 90+2 20,630

Ipswich (2) 3 Swansea (1) 2

Taylor 17 Fulton 7

Chaplin 22 Lowe 90+5

Hirst 53pen 28,925

Leeds (2) 2 Plymouth (0) 1

James 21, Piroe 28 Waine 84

36,718 

Middlesbrough (0) 1 Leicester (0) 0

Greenwood 83 30,042

QPR (0) 0 Bristol City (0) 0

17,540 

Sheffield Wed (0) 0 Millwall (2) 4

 M Wallace 31, Saville 42

25,678 Harding 52, Norton-Cuffy 72

Southampton (1) 2 West Brom (0) 1

Smallbone 5 Bartley 65

A Armstrong 79 30,160

Sunderland (1) 3 Birmingham (1) 1

Bellingham 17 Miyoshi 30

Sanderson 57og

Aouchiche 76 40,922

Watford (2) 5 Rotherham (0) 0

Rajovic 10, 45+4 

Kayembe 54, Ince 86 

Martins 90+4 17,349 

(played on Friday)
Blackburn (0) 1 Preston (1) 2

Szmodics 49 Browne 35

20,596 Lindsay 90

LEADING GOALSCORERS

10 Szmodics (Blackburn). 9 A Armstrong (Southampton); 

Clarke (Sunderland). 8 Piroe (Leeds, 2 for Swansea); 

Rowe (Norwich). 7 Whittaker (Plymouth).  

Rugby union
GALLAGHER PREMIERSHIP
 P W D L F A B Pts

Harlequins 5 4 0 1 142 101 3 19

Sale 5 4 0 1 95 98 2 18

Bath 5 3 0 2 146 118 5 17

Northampton 5 3 0 2 116 104 4 16

Exeter 5 3 0 2 170 86 3 15

Saracens 5 3 0 2 132 122 2 14

Bristol 5 2 0 3 112 120 2 10

Gloucester 5 2 0 3 87 135 1 9

Leicester 5 1 0 4 98 134 2 6

Newcastle 5 0 0 5 78 158 2 2

Bristol 13 Sale 27; Leicester 25 Harlequins 29; 

Newcastle 12 Saracens 50; Northampton 34 Exeter 19. 

Friday Gloucester 27 Bath 45

UNITED CHAMPIONSHIP
 P W D L F A B Pts

Blue Bulls 4 3 0 1 154 88 3 15

Leinster 4 3 0 1 128 93 3 15

Glasgow 4 3 0 1 120 91 3 15

Ulster 4 3 0 1 107 91 2 14

Connacht 4 3 0 1 112 97 2 14

Benetton Treviso 4 3 1 0 71 62 0 14

Munster 4 2 1 1 106 69 3 13

Edinburgh 4 3 0 1 91 91 0 12

Stormers 4 2 0 2 113 80 3 11

Ospreys 4 2 0 2 102 101 2 10

Zebre 4 1 0 3 108 138 5 9

Lions 4 1 0 3 83 90 4 8

Cardiff Rugby 4 1 0 3 75 81 3 7

Scarlets 4 1 0 3 82 164 2 6

Dragons 4 0 0 4 50 116 2 2

Sharks 4 0 0 4 49 99 1 1

Benetton  20 Stormers 17; Dragons 10 Leinster 33; 

Edinburgh 25 Connacht 22; Ospreys 23 Glasgow 31; 

Scarlets 23 Lions 24. Friday Cardiff 12 Bulls 18; 

Ulster 21 Munster 14; Zebre 12 Sharks 10

RFU CHAMPIONSHIP

Bedford  53 Hartpury 12

  Mark McCall was delighted at the 
way Saracens were able to adapt  to 
adversity after a  50-12 win against 
Newcastle at Kingston Park.

The  Premiership champions 
travelled to the north -east without 
a number of their England stars, 
who were rested after coming 
straight back in last week. They 
then lost their lineout caller and 
second-row Callum Hunter-Hill in 
the warm-up, with the back-rower 
Ollie Stonham coming into the 
starting lineup out of position at the 
last minute. Despite that, Sarries 
overcame a slow start to wrap up 
the bonus point by half-time and 
make it three wins  in a row, to the 
delight of their director of rugby.

McCall said: “As a squad, to 
come up to Newcastle with some 
of the disruption we had in the 
week – Ollie Stonham came in, a 
young lad from our academy, and 
did a fantastic job. I thought we 
problem  solved well on the fi eld, 
we rolled our sleeves up and were 
relentless all throughout the game. 
It’s always the sign of a good squad, 
when people aren’t too precious 
and want to help the team as much 
as they can.”

Newcastle opened the scoring 
through Sebastian de Chaves but 
Saracens responded with four tries 
before half-time, Theo Dan crossing 
twice along with scores from Elliot 
Daly and Alex Lewington. Bryan 
Byrne crossed for Falcons shortly 
before the hour but Saracens 
then ran away with it, Tom Willis, 
Juan Martín González and Manu 
Vunipola rounding off  a big win.

At Franklin’s Gardens, 
meanwhile, Northampton’s 
director of rugby, Phil Dowson, 
lavished praise on Fin Smith after 
the 21-year-old inspired them to 
secure a 34-19 win against Exeter.

Smith  was at the heart of 
everything for the home team 
and scored 14 points , as Saints 
leapfrogged their rivals to move 
into the top four.  “Fin was 
outstanding and I often forget he’s 
only 21,” Dowson said. “I think he is 
maturing all the time and the more 
he plays the better he gets .”

Having come into the game as 
table-toppers ,   Exeter – who had 
Niall Armstrong shown a red card 
for a high boot to Smith’s face in the 
second half – were far from their 
best .  “Our individual errors killed 
us a little bit today  ,” the ir   director of 
rugby, Rob Baxter, said.  PA Media  

▲ Fin Smith scored 14 points in 
Northampton’s victory over Exeter

Rugby union Premiership roundup

Young stars 
shine in wins for 
Saracens and 
Northampton

NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE

Bishop’s Stortford 38 Taunton 29; Blackheath 21 

Richmond 17; Chinnor 17 Plymouth 22; Cinderford 14 

Birmingham Moseley 34; Darlington MP 25 Sedgley Park 18; 

Leicester Lions 23 Rosslyn Park 32; Sale FC 29 Rams 17

Rugby league
INTERNATIONAL MATCH

South Africa 82 Kenya 2

Cricket
ICC WORLD CUP

Group stage

Australia v Bangladesh
Pune Australia beat Bangladesh by eight wickets.

Bangladesh

Tanzid Hasan  c & b Abbott .............................................36

Liton Das  c Labuschagne b Zampa ..................................36

*Najmul Hossain Shanto  run out (Labuschagne) ...........45

Towhid Hridoy  c Labuschagne b Stoinis ..........................74

Mohammad Mahmudullah  run out (Labuschagne).........32

†Mushfiqur Rahim  c Cummins b Zampa .........................21

Meh id y Hasan  c Cummins b Abbott ................................29

Nasum Ahmed  run out (Abbott) ......................................7

Mahedi Hasan  not out .....................................................2

Taskin Ahmed  not out .....................................................0

Extras  (lb10, w12, nb2) ................................................24

Total  (for 8, 50 overs)..................................................306

Fall  76, 106, 170, 214, 251, 286, 303, 304.

Did not bat  Mustafizur Rahman.

Bowling  Hazlewood 7-1-21-0; Cummins 8-0-56-0; 

Abbott 10-0-61-2; Marsh 4-0-48-0; 

Zampa 10-0-32-2; Head 6-0-33-0; Stoinis 5-0-45-1.

Australia

TM Head  b Taskin Ahmed ...............................................10

DA Warner  c Najuml Hossain Shanto b Mustafizur Rahman ...53

MR Marsh  not out .......................................................177

SPD Smith  not out ........................................................63

Extras  (w4).....................................................................4

Total  (for 2, 44.4 overs)...............................................307

Fall  12, 132.

Did not bat  M Labuschagne, †JP Inglis, MP Stoinis, 

SA Abbott, *PJ Cummins, A Zampa, JR Hazlewood.

Bowling  Taskin Ahmed 10-0-61-1; Mahedi Hasan 9-0-38-0; 

Nasum Ahmed 10-0-85-0; Meh id y Hasan 6-0-47-0; 

Mustafizur Rahman 9.4-1-76-1.

Toss Australia elected to field.

Umpires Ahsan Raza (Pak) and M Erasmus (SA).

England v Pakistan
Kolkata England beat Pakistan by 93 runs.

England

DJ Malan  c Mohammad Rizwan b Iftikhar Ahmed ............31
 JM Bairstow  c Agha Salman b Haris Rauf ........................59
JE Root  c Shadab Khan b Shaheen Afridi .........................60
BA Stokes  b Shaheen Afridi ............................................84
*†JC Buttler  run out (Haris Rauf)...................................27
HC Brook  c Shaheen Afridi b Haris Rauf...........................30
MM Ali  b Haris Rauf .........................................................8
CR Woakes  not out ..........................................................4
DJ Willey  c Iftikhar Ahmed b Mohammad Wasim .............15
GAP Atkinson  b Mohammad Wasim ..................................0
AU Rashid  not out ...........................................................0
Extras  (b5, lb2, w12) ....................................................19

Total  (for 9, 50 overs)..................................................337

Fall  82, 108, 240, 257, 302, 308, 317, 336, 336.

Bowling  Shaheen Afridi 10-1-72-2; Haris Rauf 10-0-64-3; 
Iftikhar Ahmed 7-0-38-1; Mohammad Wasim 10-0-74-2; 
Shadab Khan 10-0-57-0; Salman Agha 3-0-25-0.

Pakistan

Abdullah Shafique  lbw b Willey .......................................0
Fakhar Zaman  c Stokes b Willey .......................................1
*Babar Azam  c Rashid b Atkinson ..................................38
†Muhammad Rizwan  b Ali ............................................36
Saud Shakeel  b Rashid ..................................................29
Salman Agha  c Stokes b Willey.......................................51
Iftikhar Ahmed  c Malan b Ali ...........................................3
Shadab Khan  b Rashid .....................................................4
Shaheen Afridi  lbw b Atkinson .......................................25
Mohammad Wasim  not out ...........................................16
Haris Rauf  c Stokes b Woakes .........................................35
Extras  (lb1, w5) ..............................................................6

Total  (43.3 overs) .......................................................244

Fall  0, 10, 61, 100, 126, 145, 150, 186, 191.

Bowling  Willey 10-0-56-3; Woakes 5.3-0-27-1; 
Rashid 10-0-55-2; Atkinson 8-0-45-2; Ali 10-0-60-2.

Toss England elected to bat.

Umpires P Wilson (Aus) and RJ Tucker (Aus).

India v Netherlands
Bangalore India beat Netherlands by 160 runs

India

*RG Sharma  c Barresi b De Leede ...................................61
S Gill  c Nidamanuru b Van Meekeren ...............................51
V Kohli  b Van der Merwe ................................................51
SS Iyer  not out ............................................................128
†KL Rahul  c Engelbrecht b De Leede .............................102
SA Yadav  not out .............................................................2
Extras  (lb1, w13, nb1) ..................................................15

Total  (for 4, 50 overs)..................................................410

Fall  100, 129, 200, 408.

Did not bat  RA Jadeja, M Shami, JJ Bumrah, K Yadav, M Siraj.

Bowling  Dutt 7-0-52-0; Van Beek 10-0-107-0; 
Ackermann 3-0-25-0; Van Meekeren 10-0-90-1; 
Van der Merwe 10-0-53-1; De Leede 10-0-82-2.

Netherlands

W Barresi  c Rahul b  Siraj ..................................................4

MP O’Dowd  b Jadeja .....................................................30

CN Ackermann  lbw b K Yadav ........................................35

SA Engelbrecht  b  Siraj ..................................................45

*†SA Edwards  c Rahul b Kohli .......................................17

B de Leede  b Bumrah .....................................................12

AT Nidamanuru  c Shami b  Sharma .................................54

LV van Beek  b K Yadav ...................................................16

RE van der Merwe  c Shami b Jadeja ...............................16

A Dutt  b Bumrah..............................................................5

PA van Meekeren  not out ................................................3

Extras  (lb9, w4) ............................................................13

Total  (47.5 overs) .......................................................250

Fall  5, 66, 72, 111, 144, 172, 208, 225, 236.

Bowling  Bumrah 9-1-33-2; Siraj 6-1-29-2; Shami 6-0-41-0; 
K Yadav 10-1-41-2; Jadeja 9-0-49-2; Kohli 3-0-13-1; 
Gill 2-0-11-0; Yadav 2-0-17-0;  Sharma 0.5-0-7-1.

Toss India elected to bat.

Umpires  CB Gaffaney (NZ) and MA Gough (Eng).

Golf
NEDBANK CHAMPIONSHIP (Sun City, South Africa)

Leading final scores (GB/Ire unless stated)

269 M Homa (US) 66 68 69 66. 273 N Højgaard (Den) 66 70 

69 68. 274 T Olesen (Den) 70 66 69 69. 276 J Thomas (US) 

72 66 72 66. 277 D Bradbury 66 69 71 71. 278 R Højgaard 

(Den) 69 71 71 67; S Söderberg (Swe) 68 70 70 70; 

H  du Plessis (SA) 70 67 74 67. 279 R Hisatsune (Jpn) 67 72 

68 72. 280 A Björk (Swe) 70 71 69 70; A Rai 69 72 70 69. 

281 J Campillo (Sp) 69 71 69 72; J Smith 72 68 70 71; 

T Fleetwood 71 67 71 72.  

Tennis
ATP FINALS (Turin, Italy)

Group stage: J Sinner (It) bt S Tsistipas (Gre) 6-4 6-4

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP FINALS (Seville, Spain)

Final: Canada 2 Italy 0: M Stakusic (Can) bt M Trevisan (It) 

7-5 6-3; L Fernandez (Can) bt J Paolini (It) 6-2 6-3

BILLIE JEAN KING CUP PLAYOFFS

Austria 2 Mexico 3; Belgium 3 Hungary 1; 

Brazil 4 South Korea 0; Great Britain 3 Sweden 1; 

Japan 3 Colombia 2; Serbia 0 Romania 4; 

Slovakia 3 Argentina 1; Ukraine 3 Netherlands 1 

Social Media Pakistan 0342-4938217
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Cricket World Cup

The dominant feeling 
around English cricket is 
powerlessness after the 
fl accid World Cup defence

   Everyone is responsible; 
no one will be held 
accountable. Welcome 
to England cricket 3.0. 
White ball era: the 
after-party. Actually, 

this isn’t the whole story. It 
turns out, with tour squads 
announced and executive briefi ng 
complete, that one person will be 
held accountable for England’s 
mind-bogglingly  fl accid 50-over 
World Cup defence .

 That person is Dawid Malan, who 
was England’s best batsman during 
their mind-bogglingly fl accid World 
Cup defence, who now has the best 
England one-day international 
batting average of all time. And 
who has now been dropped from 
the team in all formats. Everyone 
is responsible for this mess; Dawid 
Malan will be held accountable. 
And this is fi ne.

 The next item on England’s 

immediate post-World Cup review 
is incoherent messaging, a topic 
fi rst raised by Eoin Morgan. We 
hear so much about it. But what 
does  it   actually sound like ?

At which point, rewind to 
Eden Gardens on Friday , close to 
10.30pm, with the sense already 
of things sliding into other things. 
Matthew Mott is standing at the 
bottom of a stairwell explaining for 
the fi rst time why, under his watch, 
England’s world champions have 
performed like a team drained of 
will, competitive verve and any  
plan. Here is summary of the things 
Matthew Mott said about this.

We did what we had to do.
I’m really impressed with the 

professionalism.
We had our backs right to the 

wall and we pulled out some good 
performances.  In many ways we’ve 
turned a corner.

A week after  defeats against 
Afghanistan , Sri Lanka, New 
Zealand, India, South Africa and 
Australia, all by startling margins, 
 Mott talked with a visible sense 
of pride  about “character”, 
“fi ghting back” and (seriously) 
“true leadership”. He talked about 
tenacity and resilience. He said: 
“I couldn’t be prouder.”

And this is fi ne. It’s not Ma tthew 
Mott’s fault he sounds deluded 
when these words are set on a page. 

It’s not Matthew Mott’s fault he 
isn’t a good enough communicator 
to avoid sounding like this.  The big 
thing about Matthew Mott? He’s 
Matthew Mott. What were you 
expecting? Not Matthew Mott?

By the same token it’s not 
Matthew Mott’s fault that he 
feels no obligation to explain the 
collapse of a much-loved team, 
no emotional debt to England’s 

Downfall of the Mott-Key 
crew: Everyone is responsible 
and no one is accountable

appeared to be pretty much Rob 
Key’s take on things too. It was 
the turn of England’s MD of men’s 
cricket to appear before the media  , 
 to off er not just the full tournament 
debrief and some squad selection 
chat but also a disarmingly honest 
 mea culpa .

The message: don’t blame  Mott. 
Blame me. I appointed  Mott. And 
then I took away his ability to be the 
best Matthew Mott, something I did 
by being a hugely inexperienced 
administrator in a confusing job, 
whose greatest quality is exactly 
this kind of yes-the-ship-is-sinking 
captain’s honesty.

Zoom out and the story here 
remains the same, the sense that 
the dominant feeling around 
English cricket is powerlessness. 

Perhaps the most interesting 
thing about Key is the fact he is, 
by accident, pretty good at his job. 
Despite being a hunch-hire , he 
has the intellect and the sense of 
gentleman-amateur clarity to speak 
freely, and to give the fi rst honest 
 appraisal of what has happened in 
India, and of those responsible .

So Key said  Mott’s only job is 
to improve his players, which he 
hasn’t done. He said “we have to get 
back to defi ning every single role,”  
because under Mott the roles have 
be en undefi ned. He called out the 
basic inanity of fi elding fi rst in the 
furnace of Mumbai . He said Mott’s 
England had “lost our identity” 
and had misunderstood how ODI 
cricket in India works, while at the 
same time “overthinking” things.

At which point, just as you 
wondered when and how the axe 
must surely fall, Key said: blame 
me. I put this coaching team in 
place. I made Tests the priority. 
This is basically who we have. 
This is what they have done with 
it. When life gives you Matthew 
Motts, you have little choice but to 
make Matthew Mott-ade.

There was a backhanded edge 
to this, with the addendum that 
Mott-Buttler will get one just 
more chance to fail with the T20 
World Cup looming. This seems 
sensible. England have the talent to 
compete.  Mott-Key  may be able to 
fi nd their rhythm by then.

 Meanwhile, looming over 
all this is  the real issue to have 
stalked the past few months   .  As 
Key pointed out, the real issue for 
England cricket  is not  six defeats 
in nine  but the fact Ben Stokes, 
the England and Wales Cricket 
Board’s greatest asset, has just 
turned down a  three-year contract. 
The real reason the players are 
drained, wrung out, pulled in 
diff erent directions is, essentially, 
the real-time dissolution of 
international cricket itself.

Even as the days ticked down 
to that ODI title defence the ECB 
was bullied into a messy  set of 
contract negotiations  that has 
cast a shadow not just over this 
World Cup but all the World Cups 
from here. Everyone is responsible. 
No one is accountable. In the 
middle of all this Matthew Mott 
probably deserves as much of a 
chance as anyone.

Barney Ronay
Kolkata

travelling fans, or those who care 
about and, in the end, pay for this 
thing. It’s not Matthew Mott’s fault 
his understanding of the role isn’t 
complete enough to see the need, 
when he speaks of his “learnings”, 
to share with the public some sense 
of what these might be. For the 
record that exchange ran like this:
Q Matthew you say you know what 
went wrong. Would it be a good 
idea to share some of that, given 
England came here as champions 
and fi nished seventh. Could you tell 
us two things you would change?
A No. No.
Q You don’t feel any duty as  coach 
to share your understanding of 
what went wrong?
A Whatever.
Q Really? No public duty at all?
A No.

In the interest of completeness 
Mott also announced, weirdly, 
in the middle of this, “I’m not 
going to be clickbait ,” the only 
serious response to which is  gales 
of laughter. Seriously bro. You’re 
pretty safe on that one. This stuff ? 
This stuff  isn’t bait. It’s barely click.

Why linger on any of it? Because 
the sense of disjunction here,  of a 
man speaking from inside someone 
else’s bubble, speaks to the wider 
energy of England’s  World  Cup, 
and indeed England cricket.

The only real story in 
these exchanges is a helpful 
demonstration  of how clarity is 
lost, of the stark diff erence between 
hyper-competence in sport versus 
those who merely fi ll the tracksuit. 
Where is the benefi t, really, in 
blaming Mott for being Mott?

In an unexpected twist, this 

Matthew Mott
has not explained
England’s failings

The sense of
disjunction here 
speaks to the wider 
energy of England’s 
World Cup

� England have been left 
licking their wounds after 
a miserable title defence
ALEX DAVIDSON/ICC/GETTY IMAGES

up defence
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Ali Martin
Kolkata

    Rob Key believes the hype around 
 Bazball  has “made life harder” for 
Jos Buttler and Matthew Mott, with 
the England men’s team director 
 deciding the white-ball duo will get 
 a crack at trying to rebuild after  the 
World Cup debacle  in India.

Announcing a refreshed set of 
squads for the Caribbean tour next 
month, Key off ered a mea culpa as 
regards the  seventh-place  fi nish. He 
blamed his own prioritisation of the 
Test team and a belief that things 
would simply click  into place for the 
defending champions, as well as his 
own failure to augment the coaching 
staff  with some local knowledge.

As such, when asked in the after-
math if Buttler and Mott simply did  
not have the same chemistry as Ben 
Stokes and Brendon McCullum do in 
the Test set up, Key  said: “Something 
that makes life harder for them is that 
people talk about Bazball.

“I don’t think [a lack of chemistry] 
is the case. I feel this actually should 
be the making of those two as a part-
nership. If it isn’t, it isn’t and you 
move on. But we have to make sure 
some good comes out of what has 
been a very poor World Cup.

“It’s very hard for me to be  critical 
of Jos Buttler and Matthew Mott, 
when I’m the one who, every single 
time the decision has been made for 
whether or not we focus on 50-over 
cricket, Test cricket or T20, I’ve 
always chosen Test cricket.

“I hold myself accountable for a 
lot of it . I’ve set up a coaching team 
that had no local experience, really.”

As it happens, the reboot of the 
white-ball squads for  the three 

one-day internationals and fi ve T 20 
games next month is in part infl u-
enced by the Test tour of India that 
starts in January, with Key stating Joe 
Root, Jonny Bairstow and Mark Wood 
have all been rested – not dropped. 
Stokes, set for knee surgery this 
week, is also absent from both legs 
of the trip.

 It appears England have  moved 
on from Dawid Malan, despite the 
36-year-old being their leading 
run scorer in India and receiving 
 a new one-year contract . Moeen 
Ali, Chris Woakes and Adil Rashid 
are solely in the T20 squad to face 
West Indies, even if  Rashid’s absence 
is understood to be a case of handing 
game time to his fellow leg-spinner 
Rehan Ahmed.

Sam Curran and Liam  Livingstone 
make for curious retentions given 
their poor World Cup returns; Harry 
Brook and Gus Atkinson less so. 
Impetus comes in the selection of 
Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ollie Pope 
– all  Bazball  Test players – plus Will 
Jacks, with Hampshire’s John Turner 
and Josh Tongue two uncapped 
seamers in short-form cricket.  Jofra 
Archer   will   be missing due to injury .

Bazball hype 
has ‘made life 
harder’ for  
Buttler and 
Mott, says Key

India completed a fl awless World 
Cup group stage by hammering 
the Netherlands by 160 runs in 
Bengaluru. The hosts made it nine 
wins out of nine after posting a 
huge 50-over total of 410 for four, 
just three runs shy of their World 
Cup best against Bermuda in 2007.

Shreyas Iyer hit an unbeaten 
128 from 94 balls and KL Rahul 
completed his century in the fi nal 
over before being dismissed for 
102. Rahul reached his hundred in 
62 balls – the fastest by an Indian 
batter at a World Cup – and his 
fourth-wicket partnership of 208 
with Iyer took the game away from 
the Dutch. Rohit Sharma (61), 
Shubman Gill (51) and Virat Kohli 
(51) also went past fi fty as India 
claimed another record: the fi rst 
time a top fi ve have all hit half-
centuries in the same innings in the 

competition – and only the third 
time in the history of ODI cricket.

 India were always in control on 
a fl at wicket and the Netherlands 
were eventually dismissed for 250 
from 47.5 overs. Teja Nidamanuru 
(54) and Sybrand Engelbrecht (45) 
off ered resistance as Mohammed 
Siraj, Jasprit Bumrah, Kuldeep 
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja took 
two wickets apiece.  PA Media

India complete unbeaten group stage

Final table P W L T NR RR Pts

India 9 9 0 0 0 +2.57 18

South Africa 9 7 2 0 0 +1.26 14

Australia 9 7 2 0 0 +0.84 14

New Zealand 9 5 4 0 0  +0.74 10

Pakistan 9 4 5 0 0  -0.20 8

Afghanistan 9 4 5 0 0 -0.34 8

England 9 3 6 0 0  -0.57 6

Bangladesh 9 2 7 0 0 -1.09 4

Sri Lanka 9 2 7 0 0 -1.42 4

Netherlands 9 2 7 0 0  -1.83 4

 New England starts
here but only once
lessons are learned

   At the end of a 
campaign that started 
badly and  improved 
only mildly once 
semi-fi nal hopes 
evaporated, Rob 

Key returned to India to count 
his weary England players back 
on to the plane. Before doing so 
came a dose of honesty about the 
problems faced.

In fact, the England men’s team 
director was practically back in his 
old commentary role at the team 
hotel in Kolkata, running the rule 
over the latest omnishambles . The 
diff erence here being Key’s own 
work was under the spotlight. But 
– in contrast to Matthew Mott, who 
declined the same opportunity the 
night before – he was  open enough 
to fl ag his own shortcomings and 
the lessons learned.

Like plenty of the actual 
commentariat, yours truly 
included, Key thought that by 
bringing much of the 2015-2019 
band back together England would 
make the top four before big-match 
nous gave them a sniff  come the 
knockouts. When he started the job 
in April last year it was the Test side 
that needed urgent work and there 
was a T20 World Cup to target; the 
50-over side, he and most others 
thought, was a well-oiled machine.

  But  t he post-Covid schedule 
squeeze and those two more 
immediate challenges meant 
the core seldom played one-day 
international cricket as one. A 
degree of caution then set in during 
the reunion, England losing their 
aggressive identity as rival teams  
overtook a side which had failed 
to evolve.  “ I made the mistake 
of thinking that it will be all right 
when we get there and that’s 
not been the case,” Key said, the 
morning after  victory against 
Pakistan  at least confi rmed a 2025 
Champions Trophy spot.  

 “We made the assumption 
that even without playing lots of 
50-over cricket, that this is such a 
good team that it will just slip into 
old habits and we’ll be able to go out 
there and win.  In 2019 our batting 
was miles ahead of everyone 
else and the rest of the world was 
playing catch up. And all that’s 
happened in the time that we’ve 
stood still – and actually got more 
conservative – while everyone else 
has caught up with the bat. What 
we needed to do was get out here 
and understand 50-over cricket out 
here better, which we didn’t do.”

The T20 World Cup win in 
Australia came in part because Key 
got Mike Hussey to park his Baggy 
Green and don England  kit as a 
consultant . Among the chief regrets 
in India was not repeating this with 
a local expert. Instead, Jos Buttler 
and Mott overthought things     .

Age being a factor falls apart 
when considering the semi-fi nalists 
India, New Zealand and Australia 
similarly hover around the 31 mark. 
That said, as Key accepted, it was 
poor that, for all this experience, 
players still misread in-game 
situations. India is a country of 
wonderful variety, where 240 
can sometimes be plenty and 340 
sometimes not enough.

Key also acknowledged that a 
lack of proper warm-up cricket 
in Asia – something which surely 
helped Australia and New Zealand 
– was a factor. The World Cup’s 
proximity to the English summer 
and a locked-in future tours 
programme left precious little 
space. When one of their two 
practice games in Guwahati was 

 Captain and coach will 
be given a fresh start on 
the Caribbean tour after 
disastrous title defence

Ali Martin
Kolkata

washed out, the  problem was 
compounded.  In saying all this, 
Key was essentially protecting 
 Buttler and Mott . With credit in the 
bank from the T20 World Cup win, 
and just seven months until that 
trophy is back up for grabs in the 
Caribbean and the US, the duo Key 
put together last year have another 
chance to prove their chemistry 
works; that their messaging – 
something queried by Eoin Morgan 
and others these past few weeks – 
is indeed aligned.

Key did push back on central 
contracts being a distraction, 
everyone knowing where they 
stood before take off  and the delay 
in announcing them because 
of the small print of the revised 
multiyear system. It was quite 
something to hear David Willey, 
the one player to miss out , say he 
wasn’t sure if he wanted to fl y on 
the day of departure. But even 
after the left-armer delivered off  
the bench, Key  said he would 
make the same call again.

While a focus on  Bazball   might 
have been one issue it is seemingly 
now also part of the solution . The 
Test top three of Zak Crawley, 
Ben Duckett and Ollie Pope are 
among those handed the chance 
to feature in the post-World Cup 
rebuild in 50-over cricket, starting 
in the Caribbean next month. It 
is a tour for blooding new fast 
bowlers in Josh Tongue and 
John Turner, furthering Rehan 
Ahmed’s development, and 
gleaning information. Recruiting 
a West Indian consultant for next 
year is another objective.

Not every player to miss out 
has had their white-ball career 
terminated. One curio is Dawid 
Malan . Only just handed a one-year 
deal, and having been England’s 
top  scorer in this World Cup, the 
36-year-old is out of both squads. 
Key urged Malan to rediscover his 
T20 form and push for a recall , with 
that deal – in contrast to Willey’s 
snub – refl ecting the fact he started 
this World Cup a fi rst -choice pick.

No Jonny Bairstow on the other 
hand refl ects his non-stop schedule 
since  a broken ankle. This is a 
chance to truly work on his fi tness. 
Bairstow, like Joe Root and Mark 
Wood,  is being primed for the Test 
series in India early next year, 
while Ben Stokes faces a quick 
turnaround before then given his 
impending knee surgery.

The tour is cricket’s ultimate 
challenge, expectations for which 
won’t be nearly so complacent.

▲ David Willey was the only World Cup player not given a central contract
ABHJIT ADYA/SHUTTERSTOCK

 ‘I made the mistake
of thinking  it will be
all right when we 
get there and that’s
not been the case’

▲ Team director, Rob Key,  admitted 
England have stood still since 2019

▲  Matthew Mott and Jos Buttler 
must oversee a white-ball revamp

England’s new-look squads for 
next month’s white-ball tour of 
 West Indies:
ODI J Buttler (capt), R Ahmed, 
G Atkinson, H Brook, B Carse, 
Z Crawley, S Curran, B Duckett, 
T Hartley, W Jacks, L Livingstone, 
O Pope, P Salt, J Tongue, J Turner
T20  J Buttler (capt), R Ahmed, 
M Ali, G Atkinson, H Brook, 
S Curran, B Duckett, W Jacks, 
L Livingstone, T Mills, A Rashid, 
P Salt, J Tongue, R Topley, 
J Turner, C Woakes.

Ringing the changes
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Tennis Billie Jean Cup

Boulter and 
Dart seal 
 victory  over 
Sweden 
in playoff s

  Four years after escaping the lowly 
zonal groups of the Billie Jean 
King Cup  with a monumental win 
inside a pulsating Copper Box , 
Great  Britain returned to the same 
venue as one of the best  tennis 
nations in the world and  confi dently 
maintained their spot among  the 
elite with a  commanding 3-1 win 
over Sweden.

Katie Boulter continued to play 
her role as Great Britain’s leader 
to  perfection as she delivered  her 
second win of the tie  with a tough 
 6-1, 7-6 (5) win over Kajsa Rinaldo 
 Persson . The contest was sealed by a 
solid performance from Harriet Dart, 
who kept her head and maintained 
her composure as she defeated  Caijsa 
 Hennemann 7-5, 6-2 .

With their victory in the  playoff s, 
Great Britain will  advance to the 
  qualifi ers next April, where they will 
fi ght for a place in the fi nals.

“It’s great that we got the job 
done,” said  Anne Keothavong , the 
British captain. “[There] may have 

Tumaini Carayol
Copper Box Arena

▼ Sophie Román Haug celebrates 
after scoring Liverpool’s equaliser
HENRY BROWNE/THE FA VIA GETTY IMAGES

been a few bumps along the way but 
we did what was necessary today.”

The tie had begun with a  warning 
on Saturday afternoon as Persson, 
ranked  No 372 , played far above 
her ranking to dig out a  6-4, 6-1 win 
against the No 93, Jodie Burrage , 
who froze under the pressure of her 
  Billie Jean Cup debut. Boulter quickly 
 levelled the match with an effi  cient 
 6-2, 6-1 win against Hennemann .

From the beginning of  the match  
against Persson, Boulter showed her 
quality by dominating from inside the 
baseline with controlled aggression 
as she blazed through an easy fi rst set. 
But Persson again played extremely 
well, retrieving and counter punching 
brilliantly as her defence began to 
elicit errors from the British No 1.

Persson led 5-3, 40-15 in set two, 
and a third set seemed inevitable, 
but Boulter  rode her luck and dem-
onstrated her mental toughness. 
Down two set points, Boulter struck a 
lucky net cord winner before a  double 
fault from the Swede eliminated the 
set points.  

 But then  Boulter found her feet, 
dragging herself back into the set and 
then taking control in the  decisive 
moments right at the end of an 
 arduous tie-break. From 4-5 down 
in the tie-break, Boulter won the fi nal 
three points to advance.

“You’re not gonna win a set after 
saving set points without a little bit 
of heart, a little bit of luck and a little 
bit of hard work, trusting the process 
and what I’ve put in these past many 
countless years,” Boulter said .

After Burrage’s unfortunate per-
formance in the opening rubber, 
the team selections  yesterday   were 
unsurprising. Keothavong did not 
hesitate to replace the British No 2 
 with Dart, the world  No 138  , who 
led her team to the  semi-fi nals last 
year. Dart’s consistency and focus 
in the decisive moments drove 
her to a  confi dent victory against 
 Hennemann, ranked  No 532 , who 
performed admirably herself but 
could not keep up.

As she digested her fi nal match of 
the season, Boulter refl ected, with 
ample satisfaction, on both the best 
season of her career and her fi rst 
without any signifi cant injury issues. 
After being ranked No 157 in March, 
Boulter has shaved over 100 points 
off  her ranking, reaching a  career high 
of 50  and winning her fi rst WTA title 
in Nottingham.

“It’s been a whirlwind for many 
diff erent reasons,” Boulter said. “I 
think the work that I’ve put in the 
past 10 years ha s really started to 
show. You never know when you’re 
go ing to get your little break, and I 
fi nally got one this year. I felt that I 
used the momentum from the grass 
court season to the hard court swing.”

Keothavong echoed Boulter’s 
satisfaction. At the beginning of 
the grass court season, with the 
absence of Emma Raducanu, there 
were zero British players inside the 
WTA top 100. Since then, numerous 
British women have performed well 
and they fi nished the tour season on a 
positive note in front of around 5,500 
people on home soil.

“They’re all in, generally, a good 
place at the moment,” Keothavong 
said. “I don’t want to get ahead of 
myself or think too far into the future, 
but if they keep on putting the work 
in, there’s no reason why they can’t 
be right up there.”

Novak Djokovic secured the year-
end No 1 ranking for a record-
extending eighth time after 
beating Holger Rune 7-6 (4), 6-7 
(1), 6-3 in their opening game of 
the ATP Finals in Turin. Djokovic 
was pushed all the way by his 
Danish opponent but ultimately 
prevailed. Earlier, Jannik Sinner 
delighted  his home crowd by 
defeating Stefanos Tsitsipas. The 
22-year-old Italian qualifi ed for 
the Finals for the fi rst time this 
season after claiming four ATP 
Tour titles and beat his Greek 
opponent 6-4, 6-4 . PA Media 

Djokovic defeats Rune

▲ Harriet Dart won her singles 
match against Caijsa Hennemann

  Sophie Román Haug was the villain 
at Brisbane Road, the Norwegian for-
ward heading in as Liverpool came 
from behind against Tottenham to 
secure a draw that denied the north 
London side a chance to climb to 
 second in the league.

 Haug’s compatriot Celin Bizet had 
given Tottenham a deserved lead 
in the fi rst half, but Matt Beard’s 
 Liverpool ensured they both stay on 
11 points  with Spurs ahead on goal 
diff erence.

The Tottenham manager, Robert 
Vilahamn, conceded the draw was 
“fair” but said the next stage in their 
development is fi nding ways to put 
games to bed. “They are a good team, 
so when they did [score it] was kind of 
fair,” he said. “ It’s a tough game, high 
tempo, so I’m not really disappointed 
with the performance.

“We want to score more goals. We 
don’t want to defend 1-0. It’s the same 
scenario last week, but it’s easier said 
than done to score goals … We’re  in 
this transition where we’re trying to 
dominate games and trying to [fi nish 
off  teams], but we need one more step 
in the development.”

Tottenham are a diff erent beast 
under Vilahamn. Last season the 
England forward Beth England was 
the hero, scoring 13 goals in 14 games 
after her recruitment in  January, 
helping Spurs to avoid the drop. 
Rehanne Skinner was sacked as man-
ager after nine successive defeats in 
March and her assistant, Vicky Jep-
son, was tasked with navigating the 
relegation battle. They secured fi ve 

wins that season, including against 
relegation rivals Leicester immedi-
ately after Skinner’s exit, before los-
ing only one of their fi nal fi ve games 
of the season to claw themselves up 
to ninth.

This season Spurs are fi ghting at 
the top, such is the transformation 
under Vilahamn. Against Liverpool 
they could not quite seal a fourth 
win  of the season, but they did 
move to 11 points, just seven  fewer 
than their tally  for the entire 2022-23 
campaign.

There was one change to Spurs’ 

Women’s Super League

Haug  header denies 
revitalised Spurs

Suzanne Wrack
Brisbane Road

Tottenham 1
Bizet  27

Liverpool 1
Haug 66 

starting XI that drew 1-1 with Everton 
last weekend, Drew Spence absent 
with a hamstring injury and Kit 
 Graham coming in.  Beard returned 
Ceri Holland to  Liverpool’s  starting 
lineup for the fi rst time since she 
picked up a calf injury on interna-
tional duty and Mia Enderby also 
came in, with Missy Bo Kearns on 
the bench and Jas Matthews left out 
of the matchday squad.

Against a similarly resurgent Liver-
pool, who have stuttered a little after 
a blistering start to their campaign, 
 Spurs were dominant and patient 
and they were rewarded just shy of 
the half-hour. Bizet collected the ball 
inside her own half after  Liverpool 
lost possession and ran and ran, with 
red shirts backing off  her, before shift-
ing to the right and fi ring low past 
Rachael Laws. It was a marvellous 
solo eff ort, aided by  Martha Thomas 
drawing away defenders anticipat-
ing a pass.

They should have had more for 
their eff orts and were made to pay 
for their profl igacy after the break. 
 Haug  moved away from Angharad 
James and  headed in Yana Daniëls’s 
cross in the 65th minute to level.

“We rode our luck a little bit,” 
Beard said. “I don’t know if we have 
got away with one, but plenty of 
 learnings today. We’ve drawn here 
today, drawn at West Ham, where we 
could have won. If you look at last 
year, we did not win a game on the 
road, this year we’re unbeaten, so 
I think for us it’s  about making sure if 
we can’t get three points, we get one.”

Spurs searched for a reply and 
almost caught Liverpool on the break 
within minutes,  Jessica Naz released 
through the middle before forcing a 
low save from Laws. Liverpool looked 
the more likely to score  a winner as 
the clock ticked down, but Spurs 
clung on to secure a point.

Tottenham

4-3-3

Spencer; James, Bühler 
(Turner ht), Bartrip, 
Neville; Ahtinen (Ale 
90), Summanen, 
Graham (Naz 61); 
Clinton, Thomas, Bizet 
(Brazil 84)
Subs not used
Votikova, Zador sky, 
Petzelberger, Ayane, 
Zhang

Liverpool

4-3-3

Laws; Fisk, Bonner, Clark, 

Hinds; Nagano, Höbinger 

(Kearns• 76), Holland; 

Enderby (Van de Sanden 

43),  Haug (Flint 75), 

Lawley (Daniels 63)

Subs not used
Spencer, Parry, Lundgaard, 

Kiernan

Referee Abigail Byrne 

Lee Geum-min and Pauline 
Bremer combined to stun former 
club Manchester City in a 1-0 
win for Brighton. Lee’s late 
goal ensured a second defeat 
in a row for City, leaving them 
six points behind  leaders 
Chelsea – who beat Everton 3-0 . 
Arsenal took over as Chelsea’s 
closest challengers after beating 
Leicester 6-2. Jonas Eidevall’s 
side trailed 2-0 at the break but 
hit back through goals from 
Cloé Lacasse (� below), Alessia 
Russo, Caitlin Foord, Victoria 
Pelova, Stina Blackstenius and 
Lina Hurtig. Aston Villa took 
their fi rst points of the season 
 with a 2-0 defeat of Bristol 
City . Manchester United beat 
West Ham 5-0. Suzanne Wrack

Brighton shock City
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Arsenal 3 Burnley 1

It was mildly amusing to see 
Oleksandr Zinchenko whipping 
up the crowd after winning a 
tackle during the closing stages at 
the Emirates . If there is a time for 
earnest gesticulating for fans to 
make more noise, it is probably not 
when you are beating Burnley 3-1, 
even if Arsenal had to see the game 
out with 10 men after F ábio Vieira’s 
red card. That said, Mikel Arteta 
was pleased with Zinchenko, 
who always excels in possession 
but can be exposed at left-back. 
“I really liked how defensively 
committed he was today,” Arteta 
said.  Better opponents may still 
view him as someone to exploit in 
defence. Jacob Steinberg

Saturday’s talking points

Bournemouth 2 Newcastle 0

Two goals  took Dominic Solanke 
to six for the league campaign, 
equalling his tally for the whole 
of last season. It has perhaps been 
longer coming than he would have 
hoped after winning the Golden 
Ball when England won the Under-
20 World Cup in 2017 but, at 26, he 
looks a high-class Premier League 
striker. “He’s doing all the good 
things, on the ball, off  the ball,” 
said his manager, Andoni Iraola. 
Solanke squandered one chance via 
a momentary hesitation , but then 
netted two classic poacher’s goals, 
seizing on loose balls in the box to 
score with a fi erce shot and then 
a clever improvised hip-high fl ick 
with  his ankle.  Jonathan Wilson

Crystal Palace 2 Everton 3

Roy Hodgson has backed Eberechi 
Eze to be called up for England’s 
Euro 2024 qualifi ers this week after 
the midfi elder proved his fi tness 
in his fi rst start  since the end of 
September. The 25-year was left out 
of Gareth Southgate’s squad having 
been sidelined with a hamstring 
injury but starred in what was a 
thrilling 3-2 defeat against Everton. 
With Tottenham’s James Maddison 
having withdrawn through injury, 
Hodgson is hoping the Palace 
playmaker could be handed an 
opportunity against Malta and 
North Macedonia. “ I’m rather 
hoping that if  they are looking for an 
alternative  for  Maddison then Eze 
could be an alternative.”  Ed Aarons 

Manchester United 1 Luton 0

Manchester United’s academy 
coaches will have been impressed 
by Teden Mengi’s display on his 
return to Old Traff ord. The United 
graduate moved to Luton in the 
summer and has grown into  a quick 
and robust defender who reads 
danger before it happens and  looks 
 more than capable at this level. He 
will be hoping for more days out at 
Old Traff ord, where he was joined 
by another  United youth product 
when Tahith Chong came on. The 
success of any academy should 
not be measured by the number of 
players reaching its own fi rst team 
but by how many careers it creates 
in the game. United are proving one 
of the best in class. Will Unwin 

Wolves 2 Tottenham 1 

Wolves have beaten the  top two 
on home turf this season but Gary 
O’Neil acknowledges the next 
step is to fi nd some consistency to 
 climb the table. Wolves have gone 
toe-to-toe against Manchester City, 
Tottenham, Newcastle and Aston 
Villa but remain in the bottom half, 
via defeat at Sheffi  eld United and 
a draw at Luton . There is a sense 
that Wolves are at their best when 
underdogs but they have a chance 
to assert some  authority on Fulham 
and Burnley after the international 
break,  either side of a trip to Arsenal. 
Regardless, impressive strides have 
been made . “We are  ahead of the 
curve in terms of where I expected 
us to be,” O’Neil said. Ben Fisher

  To establish Nottingham Forest as a 
Premier League club – and keep Steve 
Cooper, a manager beloved among its 
fans in situ – an improvement in away 
form is desperately required. A game 
lost from a winning position, albeit 
one held for just 43  seconds of play , 
was a severe blow to both objectives. 

Even though they knew  what was 
coming, Forest’s failure to deal with 
James Ward-Prowse’s expert deli very 
from corners and Tomas Soucek’s 
 aerial prowess cost them the point 
to which they had been clinging since 
 Jarrod Bowen’s headed equaliser. 
That, too, arrived via Ward-Prowse’s 
boot. One win from seven,  four points 
away from the City Ground, and 15th 
place with Bournemouth improving 
fast, spells imminent danger.

“We’ve not done our jobs and 
been punished for it,” said Cooper, 
for whom Ward-Prowse’s “fantastic” 
delivery off ered no excuses. “If you 
are not willing to stay with your man 
and head the ball then you are at the 
risk of conceding goals. I am really 
disappointed that we have not won, 
and it’s all our own fault.”

While speculation over the widely 
admired Cooper may seem odd to 
outsiders, Evangelos Marinakis is 

an owner with his own, wilful mind, 
even if retaining the Welshman’s 
steady hand seems a worthy route 
to becoming the next Brighton or 
 Brentford. Or indeed a West Ham, 
even if David Moyes’s team have 
lately been enjoying cup competi-
tions and European expeditions 
rather than the Premier League. This 
was a fi rst win in fi ve league matches.

Ward-Prowse received his mana-
ger’s compliments, gloved in criti-
cism of his colleagues. “He is world 
class at his deliveries, if I was him 
I’d be disappointed that the other 
boys haven’t scored more headers,” 
Moyes said.

Forest’s initial damage was self-
infl icted rather than via Ward-Prowse. 
As Cooper became only the second 
Forest manager, after Frank Clark, to 
make it to 50 Premier League games, 
his team were down by the third 
minute. Nicol ás Domínguez, trying 
to pass upfi eld, succeeded only in 
hitting the rear end of his teammate 
Ibrahim  Sangaré and Lucas Paquetá 
required no invitation to smash 
beyond Odysseas  Vlachodimos. 

Forest’s fi rst-half response was 
admirable, their fi rst big chance to 
pull level in the fi rst half coming in 
the 12th minute, Alphonse Areola get-
ting plenty of hang-time to claw away 
Taiwo Awoniyi’s header. Vladimir 
Coufal  against Anthony Elanga, down 
the Hammers’ right fl ank, was becom-
ing the key battle. Coufal’s early yel-
low made his afternoon’s work  harder 
 yet it was from the other fl ank that 
Forest’s equaliser bookended a fi rst 
half of which they had slowly gained . 
Sangaré pinged Morgan Gibbs-White 
clear and Areola could only palm into 
the path of Awoniyi.

After so many years of sterling 
 service, Michail Antonio is being 
phased out as the leader of West 
Ham’s line . Bowen’s direct running 
is now the central foil for the twinned 

Premier League

Soucek’s late winner 
leaves Cooper angry 
at defensive lapses

creative talents of  Mohammed 
Kudus and Paquetá. Though with 
neither Paquetá nor Kudus much 
 committed to pressing  such  artistry 
comes at cost. “I don’t want us to 
lose that  toughness,” Moyes said, 
 charac teristically doubtful of 
 marrying verve with endeavour.

Forest almost took the lead in 
slow-motion fashion as the second 
half began. Elanga and Awoniyi com-
bined, and home fans sig hed with 
relief when the striker failed to hit 
 the target . To take the lead, Ola Aina, 
 up from full-back, angled the ball to 
Elanga, who had  escaped Coufal.

 Yet Elanga’s  elaborate celebration 
was followed immediately by Bowen, 
performing an unlikely impression 
of Antonio, climbing to divert Ward-
Prowse’s arrowing corner .

For Bowen, that made it 11 goal 
involvements in 13 games,  including 
nine goals. A bull-like physique 
honed in the potato fi elds of his 
native  Herefordshire, as well as 
Ward-Prowse’s nine assists and two 
goals in 15 games represent Moyes’s 
best hope of arresting his team’s slide 
from a decent start to the  season. 

Antonio, old dependable, was 
thrown on in search of a winner 
from a Forest team that had begun 
to sag and look to the clock. All 11 
Forest players were in their box as 
Ward-Prowse repeatedly aimed for 
Antonio and Kurt Zouma but Soucek, 
just as dangerous, much improved 
after last season’s dip in form, would 
prove the match winner.

First, he went headlong to produce 
a save from Vlachodimos, before 
Bowen forced another corner. This 
time, Vlachodimos, diving low, could 
not deny him. There was still time 
for Areola to save from Divock Origi 
but Forest’s away travails were soon 
confi rmed as an ongoing  concern. A 
 better away performance than usual 
was cold comfort for Cooper. That 
“we have just thrown this away” was 
as much as he could off er.

▼ Jarrod Bowen evades the Forest 
defence to equalise for West Ham
ROB NEWELL/CAMERASPORT/GETTY IMAGES

▲ Tomas Soucek shows his delight 
after his matchwinning header 
ALEX PANTLING/GETTY IMAGES

West Ham

4-2-3-1

Areola; Coufal•, 

Zouma, Aguerd, 

Emerson; Álvarez 

(Antonio 79), Ward-

Prowse; Kudus• 

(Agbonna 90+5), 

Soucek, Paquetá 

(Cresswell 90+9); 

Bowen

Subs not used
Fabianski, Fornals, 

Mavrapanos, Ings, 

Benrahma, Kehrer

Nottingham Forest

4-3-2-1

Vlachodimos; Aina (Aurier 

76), Niakhaté•, Murillo 

(Boly 76), Toffolo; Sangaré 

(Origi 90), Mangala, 

Domínguez (Danilo ht); 

Gibbs-White, Elanga•; 

Awoniyi (Wood 76)

Subs not used
Turner, Williams, Kouyaté, 

Yates,

Referee Michael Salisbury  

West Ham 3  
Paquetá 3, Bowen 65, Soucek 88

Nottm Forest 2
Awoniyi 44, Elanga 63

John Brewin
London Stadium

Possession

West Ham Nottm Forest

54% 46%

Shots on target

6 5

Total attempts

16 10
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Salah hits 200 mark as Frank 
marvels at ’best player in league’

love you Tierney” followed when 
Liverpool were awarded a free-kick.

The breakthrough arrived amid the 
referee-bashing. Núñez was heavily 
involved again, beautifully control-
ling Trent Alexander-Arnold’s pass 
to the edge of the Brentford area and 
playing an equally impressive ball 
into the path of Salah as he swept 
into the box ahead of Mads Roerslev.

Salah steered a trademark  fi nish 
into the far corner to create yet 
more history in a Liverpool shirt. He 
became the fi rst Liverpool player to 
score in the opening six home league 
games of a season and only the fourth 
in total in the Premier League era, fol-
lowing Alan Shearer, Les Ferdinand 
and Thierry Henry. It also extended 
Salah’s run of scoring or assisting in 
Premier League home matches to 
15 games, a sequence stretching back 
to January.

Salah’s second, and 10th league 
goal of the season, was a routine 
header at the back post from a  Kostas 
Tsimikas cross. But no  one cele-
brated, suspecting the ball had gone 
out of play before Tsimikas delivered. 
Brentford players appealed as the ball 
fl oated across their area. Salah stood 
still as soon as his header found the 
inside of Flekken’s near post. Eventu-
ally VAR ruled the whole ball had not 
crossed the line and Liverpool could 
fi nally savour the moment. They had 
another to savour when Jota received 

 succession as Jürgen Klopp’s side 
moved up to second in the table, 
in the process heightening the sig-
nificance of their next outing at 
 Manchester City.

Salah struck twice – the second his 
200th goal in English football – before 
a fi ne fi nish from Diogo Jota sealed 
an ultimately impressive   victory  for 
 Liverpool.  Brentford were obstinate 
and dangerous as they so often are 
under Thomas Frank, and the hosts 
required assured defending from 
Virgil van Dijk,  Alisson and company 
to protect the margin of victory, but 
they were no match for the quality of 
Liverpool’s attack.

“Off the top of my head he is 
the best player in the league,” the 
 Brentford manager said of Salah. 
“What a level. He must be one of the 
best off ensive players in the world. 
Not top 10, top three. When you have 
a player of that quality it’s good.”

For Liverpool, that is. “Crazy,” 
was Klopp’s take on the Egypt 

the fi nal third was amiss, and then 
had  two  goals disallowed in five 
 minutes by a  combination of an off -
side fl ag and VAR.

Núñez’s first finish beyond 
 Flekken was via the inside of a post 
after Dominik Szoboszlai scuff ed a 
shot into his path. VAR confi rmed 
the assistant referee’s original off -
side decision, but only after a lengthy 
check of a marginal call. The second 
was an overhead kick after Flekken 
had saved superbly from  Van Dijk’s 
header, but Núñez clearly came from 
an off side position before converting 
Joël Matip’s follow-up header.

Boos circulated around Anfi eld 
after VAR’s second review but it took 
the performance of Klopp’s bete noire 
in black, the referee Paul Tierney, to 
truly rile the home crowd. Chants 
 against Tierney rolled from the Kop 
after he penalised and booked Matip 
for a foul on Christian Nørgaard, 
despite the defender fi rst winning 
the ball. An ironic rendition of “We 

  Brentford came in search of a 
club-record fourth consecutive Pre-
mier League win but faced the ines-
capable truth that it is Mohamed 
Salah who sets the records at Anfi eld.

The Liverpool phenomenon main-
tained his prolifi c form by scoring 
for the sixth home league game in 

Mohamed 
Salah beats 
Brentford 
goalkeeper 
Mark Flekken 
to give  
Liverpool the 
lead in the 
fi rst half
ALEX LIVESEY/
GETTY IMAGES

First step 
on the 
path to 
victory

inter national’s numbers. “A pretty 
special player.”

Liverpool were stretched, and not 
only by Brentford’s potency on the 
counter attack. Injuries and a suspen-
sion for Alexis Mac Allister limited 
Klopp’s options to such an extent 
that his bench featured seven play-
ers aged 20 or under. The roll  call of 
inexperience included Trey Nyoni, 
who would have been Liverpool’s 
youngest  player in a league game 
had he appeared at the age of 16 
years and 135 days. There was still 
recognisable quality throughout 
the starting lineup, however, and a 
centre forward in Darwin Núñez who 
relished the battle against Brentford’s 
powerful fi ve-man defence.

The Uruguay international 
was at the forefront of Liverpool 
attempts to break down a deep and 
well-drilled defensive line. He was 
denied twice in the opening stages 
by  the Brentford keeper, Mark Fle-
kken, when  Liverpool’s fl uency in 

6
Six wins and 
a +15 goal 
diff erence is 
Liverpool’s 
best start to 
a season from 
their opening 
six at home 
since 1990-91

14
Mo Salah 
has scored 
in 14 of his 
last 15 league 
appearances 
at Anfi eld – 17 
goals in total

Liverpool 3  
Salah 39 62, Jota 74

Brentford 0

Andy Hunter
Anfi eld

Possession

Liverpool Brentford

59% 41%

Shots on target

10 3

Total attempts

17 16
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Tsimikas’s pass on the edge of the 
Brentford area, cut across the sub-
stitute Frank Onyeka and crashed a 
superb shot beyond Flekken .

The margin of Liverpool’s  victory 
was convincing but the contest 
would have been much tighter with 
sharper fi nishing from Brentford and 
without the formidable presence of 
Alisson in the home goal. The Brazil 
international denied Bryan  Mbeumo 
when the tireless striker was released 
through on goal by Roerslev, although 
it was a weak shot from the forward, 
and made fi ne saves from a Mathias 
Jensen free-kick plus an Ethan 
 Pinnock header in the second half.

“I know we lost 3-0 and Liverpool 
were close to their ‘A’ game but we 
had big moments and didn’t take 
them,” said Frank, who claimed 
Wataru Endo could have been sent off  
under current VAR interference for a 
foul on Nørgaard. “The big moments 
are unfortunately why we didn’t get 
anything from a good game.”

Liverpool

4-3-3

Alisson; Alexander-

Arnold (Quansah 90), 

Matip•, Van Dijk, 

Tsimikas; Szoboszlai 

(McConnell 90+4), 

Endo, Gakpo (Elliott 

83); Salah, Núñez, Jota 

(Díaz 83)

Subs not used
Kelleher, Chambers, 

Doak, Scanlon, Nyoni

Brentford

5-3-2

Flekken; Ajer•, Collins, 

Pinnock, Mee, Roerslev 

(Ghoddos 72); Jensen 

(Yarmolyuk 72), 

Nørgaard•, Janelt 

(Onyeka ht); Mbuemo, 

Wissa (Maupay 72)

Subs not used
Strakosha, Zanka, Peart-

Harris, Baptiste, Olakigbe

Referee Paul Tierney Attendance 50,151  

‘I don’t like 
80% of 
referees,’ says 
De Zerbi as 
Brighton held

  Roberto De Zerbi  said he does not like 
“80% of Premier League  referees” 
after 10-man Brighton were held to 
a 1-1 draw with  Sheffi  eld United at the 
Amex Stadium.

Simon Adingra had put the hosts 
ahead with a n excellent solo run but 
the game changed on Mahmoud 
Dahoud’s 69th-minute red card. The 
midfi elder stamped on Ben Osborn’s 
achilles, with Adam  Webster  scoring 
an own goal moments later to take 

United  off  the bottom of the table for 
the fi rst time since 23 September.

De Zerbi, who was booked for his 
touchline behaviour, did not disagree 
with the red card shown by the ref-
eree, John Brooks, but the Brighton 
 mana ger said afterwards: “I am 
honest and clear, I don’t like 80% 
of English  referees. That isn’t a new 
opinion. I don’t like them. I don’t like 
their behaviour on the pitch.

“England is the only country 
where when there is VAR, you are 
not sure that the decision is right. 
In other countries, you have to be 
sure 100% that the decision taken 
is right. In England, no, and I am 
not able to understand.”

Both teams have scored in all of 
Brighton’s past 16 matches, equal-
ling Everton’s Premier League record, 
including 12 since the start of the 
campaign – last achieved in the top 
fl ight by  Liverpool in 1966-67.

De Zerbi is now on his longest run 
without a league win as Brighton 
manager, with his side having  gone 
six games without taking three 
points. “We are spending time in an 
unlucky period,” the Italian said.

“I think we have lost four points; 
two against Fulham and two today. 
There wasn’t a game until the red 

card. There was only one team on 
the pitch. Brighton could have won 
the game two - or three -nil, but after 
the red card the game changed. We 
lost order and our style.”

Adingra went on a mazy run 
before fi nishing after a give-and-go 
with Facundo Buonanotte in the 
fi fth minute. But after the red card, 
Jayden Bogle’s powerful cross was 
diverted into his own goal by Webster. 
It was the fi rst time United had strung 
together two games without defeat  in 
the top fl ight since July 2020.

“Maybe getting off  the bottom 
is important because people keep 
mentioning it but I’m not bothered. 
Not yet,” the visiting manager, Paul 
 Heckingbottom, said.  “What is 
 pleasing is how we’ve played against 
a good team. It is always about the 
points. I can give lots of reasons why 
we haven’t picked up more points this 
season: the way we started the sea-
son, fi nal moments in games where 
we could and should have.”  PA Media 

Brighton

4-2-3-1

Steele; Gross, Webster, 

 Van Hecke, Igor; 

Gilmour (Baleba• 71), 

Dahoud•; 

Buonanotte• 

(Pedro  ht), Lallana 

(Mitoma  ht), Adingra•; 

Fati (Veltman 71)

Subs not used
Verbruggen, Joao, 

Moder, Hinshelwood,

Boaitey, O’Mahony

Sheffield United

3-4-2-1

Foderingham; Baldock, 

Trusty, Robinson•; 

Bogle• (Osula 90), 

Vinícius Souza (Osborn 

52), Norwood, Thomas; 

McAtee (Slimane 85), 

Hamer; Archer

Subs not used
Lowe, Fleck, Traor é, 

Osborn, Larouci,

Brooks, Amissah

Referee John Brooks Attendance 31,367

Emery’s Villa show 
sparkle in the rain to 
equal club legends

  The rain teemed down for most peo-
ple in B6 but all Aston Villa fans can 
see right now are clear blue skies.

Unai Emery’s free-scoring team 
equalled the club’s post-war record of 
winning  at home for the 13th league 
game in a row, matching the run set 
by the European Cup-winning team 
across two seasons in 1983.  Even as 
Antonee Robinson inadvertently 
played a role in all four goals to leave 
Fulham two places above the rele-
gation zone, Villa moved to within 
two points of second place in the 
Premier League.

Robinson’s own goal plus eff orts 
from John McGinn and Ollie  Watkins 
took Villa to 29 goals scored –  second 
only to Manchester City – and means 
they have won 22 games in this 
 calendar year , equalling another 
club record, set in 1998. Next up  at 
Villa Park? Only the Premier League 
champions , on a Wednesday night 
next month.

Win that, and Villa will have 
equalled their all-time  run of home 
victories from 1937. Not that Emery is 
 getting too excited, not least as Villa 
have some other important games 
before then. 

“I don’t want to think a lot about 

what we did; but I don’t want to 
think a lot about what is coming,” 
the Villa manager said. 

“Really I want to enjoy each 
moment. I want to share with the 
players  the analysis that we are doing. 
And then try to take full energy again 
and prepare for the match against 
Tottenham. Then we are playing here 
at home again against Legia Warsaw 
and City and Arsenal.

“They are going to be amazing 
matches and very big challenges 
for everybody; so we are going to be 
very excited.”

Fulham have been as meek on 
the road as Villa have been vibrant 
at home. Notwithstanding winning 
at Ipswich  in the Carabao Cup, Marco 
Silva’s side have not won away in the 

league since the opening day of the 
season at  Everton.  So Villa could 
hardly have asked for more obliging 
opponents. Two goals ahead by the 
interval, there was an inevitability 
about pro ceedings as the Villa Park 
 crowd took to its  feet to applaud the 
team off  at the break.

“It was a frustrating afternoon for 
us,” Silva, the Fulham manager, said. 
“The fi rst half we were poor on the 
ball. We didn’t exist on the ball in the 
fi rst half. HT, we gave them belief, 
asked them to be more expressive 
on the ball. Felt we did that. The 
 players fought  until the end, much 
better in second half, but a game is 
95 minutes at least.”

 VAR encouraged the  referee, 
Simon Hooper, to rule out the 
 penalty he had  awarded for Timothy 
Castagne’s handball in the seventh 
minute but Villa were undeterred. 
Youri Tielemans, on his fi rst Premier 
League start for Villa, made the open-
ing goal, dispatched a superb left-
footed cross that eluded both Moussa 
Diaby and Bernd Leno but defl ected 
in off  Robinson.

Matty Cash made a brilliant 
last-ditch tackle to prevent  Willian 
 breaking clear on goal on a rare 
 Fulham foray just before the second 

goal. It was a pivotal tackle.   Robinson 
headed clear Lucas Digne’s lofted 
cross but only as far as  McGinn who 
had time to take a touch away from 
João Palhinha before driving home 
his third goal in the  past fi ve games 
from the edge of the area with his 
favoured left foot.

At least Fulham came out with 
their tails up after the break and Raúl 
Jiménez shot against a post,  Willian 
sidefooting the rebound over as 
Villa sat back.

The improvement from Fulham 
also played its part in Villa scoring the 
goal that killed the game,  however. 
When Watkins headed clear Willian’s 
corner, there appeared no imme diate 
threat as the ball fell to  Robinson. 
The  hapless full-back slipped, 
 however, inviting Leon  Bailey – just 
on as a  substitute – to run half the 
length of the pitch and play the ball 
into the feet of McGinn.

The Villa captain uses his bulky 
frame so well and stuck his backside 
out to act as a pivot, taking out two 
defenders to return the ball outside 
for Bailey to cross for Watkins to 
 sidefoot in his 11th goal of the season.

There was some consolation for 
Fulham as Jiménez rolled in his fi rst 
Premier League goal in 34 games 
and 20 months, after Wilson played 
a diagonal pass over the Villa midfi eld 
for Robinson to square for the former 
Wolves striker.

Carlos Vinícius had a goal disal-
lowed for offside while  Watkins 
 covered his head with his shirt after 
nodding wide from four yards out 
after Palhinha had defl ected McGinn’s 
cross against his own  crossbar. But 
Villa were already home if not dry.

Aston Villa 3  
Robinson 27og, McGinn 42, Watkins 64

Fulham 1
Jiménez 70

Brighton 1  
Adingra 6

Sheffi  eld United 1
Webster 74og

Peter Lansley
Villa Park

Aston Villa

4-4-2

Martínez; Cash, 

Konsa•,  Torres, Digne; 

McGinn, Kamara, 

Douglas Luiz, 

Tielemans; Diaby 

(Bailey 62), Watkins•

Subs not used
Olsen,  Traoré, Moreno, 

Chambers, Lenglet, 

Zaniolo, Dendoncker, 

Durán

Fulham

4-2-3-1

Leno; Castagne, 

Bassey, Ream, 

Robinson•; Iwobi•

(Reed• 82), Palhinha•; 

De Cordova-Reid 

(Wilson ht), Pereira, 

Willian ( Traoré 82); 

Jiménez (Vinícius• 74)

Subs not used
Rod ak, Tete, Cairney, 

Ballo-Touré, Lukic

Referee Simon Hooper 

▲ Moussa Diaby and Youri Tielemans celebrate  Aston Villa’s opening  goal
CARL RECINE/REUTERS

lost order and our style.”

Simon Adingra’s
goal proved too 
little for Brighton 
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for 2-1 at a point towards the end of 
the fi rst half that came to feel like a 
lifetime ago. City thought they had 
nicked it when Rodri watched an 
86th-minute shot defl ect  off  Thiago 
Silva and fl y into the opposite corner.

Erling Haaland scored two more to 
make it 49 in 47 league appearances 
for City, Manuel Akanji got the other 
and it looked set to be a tale of heart-
break for Mauricio Pochettino and 
Chelsea. The manager was close to 
combusting on a number of occa-
sions, driven to distraction by the 
decisions of the referee, Anthony 
Taylor – a perennial villain in these 
parts. Pochettino boiled over spec-
tacularly upon the full-time whistle, 
feeling there had been a big foul on 
Sterling by the City substitute Mateo 
Kovacic moments before it.

But, after Rúben Dias had dived 
in on another substitute, Armando 

Palmer makes a point against former 
club as the goals  fl y in at the Bridge

  So, Cole Palmer. How are your nerves? 
The question came in stoppage  time, 
at the end of a breathless advert for 
the global pull of the Premier League. 
Manchester City led 4-3 but now the 

Haaland 
 fi nds a 
new way 
to score

Erling 
Haaland 
bundles in 
Manchester 
City’s third 
goal  off  his 
backside
JOHN SIBLEY/
ACTION IMAGES/
REUTERS

Broja, to concede the last-gasp 
 penalty, it was over to Palmer to put 
himself at the centre of the story. 

What a game it was, the touch  
paper lit midway through the fi rst 
half by a penalty award for City that 
was controversial – and not only 
because the visitors had played on 
while Chelsea had three players 
down. First Conor Gallagher pulled 
up after hurting himself in the act 
of closing down Dias and then, after 
City went up to the other end, Reece 
James collided with Moisés Caicedo 
as they went for a high ball. There was 
no obvious clash of heads.

When City pumped it back into 
the area, Haaland put his hands on 
Marc Cucurella, who responded in 
kind and watched the City striker go 
to ground. Taylor gave what had to 
be described as a soft spot-kick and 
Haaland converted with relish.

Chelsea’s response bristled with 
personality. They had brought the 
intensity at the outset, moving the 
ball quickly and smartly. Now they 
went up another notch. James led 
by example, driving from right-
back; Gallagher was a non-stop 
source of energy. City celebrated 
when  Ederson tipped over a James 
free-kick. But Chelsea had the last 

player that they sold to Chelsea in 
August stood over a penalty.

Palmer had joined the City aca-
demy at the age of eight. He started 
the season with goals for them in 
the Community Shield and the 
 European Super Cup. Now it fell to 
him to derail the momentum they 
had built over a fi ve-game winning 
sequence; to fi re Chelsea’s season 
some more, too, after the  win at Tot-
tenham  last Monday.

The wait seemed to stretch for an 
eternity. But when Palmer stepped 
up he made no mistake, scoring for a 
fourth time in Chelsea colours; each 
of them nerveless conversions from 
the spot. Pep Guardiola had said the 
really big clubs did not care to whom 
they sold. Had he tempted fate?

Palmer was excellent here and 
so was another former City player, 
Raheem Sterling, who had scored 

Chelsea 4  
Silva 29, Sterling 37, Jackson 67, Palmer 90+ 5pen

Manchester City 4
Haaland 25pen  47, Akanji 45+1, Rodri 86

David Hytner
Stamford Bridge

Kyle Walker
clashes with
Axel Disasi 
as tempers fl are

Possession

Chelsea Man City

43% 57%

Shots on target

8 9

Total attempts

16 14
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Pochettino unleashes Chelsea’s 
attacking force, and City feel the
sting in a dizzying encounter

Analysis 
Jonathan Liew Stamford Bridge

professional face of this runaway 
football club, the sanity amid the 
chaos. Here, instead, he looked 
like a man fi nally beginning to feel 
something again.

And perhaps this was the game 
when Chelsea fi nally started to 
feel something again. Buoyed by 
the weirdness of their derby win 
against Tottenham on Monday , 
they tore into the champions with a 
sense of focus and purpose that has 
been so rare from them this season. 
A game that began in a subdued 
and almost eerie quiet ended with 
the Stamford Bridge roof being 
blown off  its hinges, with a crowd 
incensed by the refereeing but 
ultimately thrilled by the spectacle, 
by the speed and ambition, by the 
way they kept smashing open a 
game that Manchester City were 
trying their hardest to shut down.

They did it by doing what so 
few teams dare to do against City. 
So many teams seek safety in 
numbers, massing numbers behind 
the ball and taking their chances on 
the break. Instead  Chelsea trusted 
themselves to win the individual 

battles, embraced the collisions 
and duels, tried again and again to 
dribble their way through the best 
defence in Europe. Reece James 
dealt so handily with J ér émy 
Doku on the right fl ank that Pep 
Guardiola was forced to take him 
off . Enzo Fernández, for all his 
rich fl ourishes on the ball, did 
superbly to neutralise the threat 
of his international teammate 
Julián Álvarez. Marc Cucurella 
held his own against Phil Foden 
despite playing almost 80 minutes 
on a yellow card.

And then there was Raheem 
Sterling. For much of his Chelsea 
career, Sterling has jogged around 
the pitch like a man staging a 
mellow protest at the madness 
unfolding around him. He no 
longer makes the England squad. 
Cole Palmer now takes the 
penalties. Occasionally  Sterling 
would pop up with a cursory goal 
against Nottingham Forest or 
Luton or somebody like that. But 
quietly, over the past few weeks, 
some spark of the old ambition 
seems to have been smouldering 
within him. This was the game 
when he fi nally burst into fl ames.

Was it the fact that it was his old 
club? Probably not. But perhaps 
it was no coincidence that the 
two players who unlocked City 
here were those who know how 
the Guardiola mainframe works. 
While Sterling ran at Kyle Walker, 
dragging him inside, Palmer 
ghosted into the open spaces left 
behind, wriggling through gaps, 
taking the ball on the sidestep 
in the classic Guardiola style. It 
was Palmer who helped create 
Sterling’s fi rst-half goal – his fi rst 
for Chelsea against a top-half 
club – and Sterling who created 
the injury-time penalty that 
Palmer converted.

Occasionally Chelsea would 
regret their decision to turn 
the game into an arm wrestle. 
Cucurella conceded the City 
penalty by allowing Erling 
Haaland to steal ahead of him, 
a place from which there are no 
good options. The second-phase 
defending for Manuel Akanji’s 
equalising goal was a free-for-all. 
And Mois és Caicedo was partly 
responsible for City’s third goal, 
gambling on winning the ball 
against Haaland and putting 
himself out of the subsequent 
phases. These are the errors 
that will always give opposition 
teams a sniff .

But the devil here was not in 
the detail but the design. This was 
Chelsea fi nally unleashed as an 
attacking force, fi nally beginning 
to push the outer limits of their 
potential, fi nally playing the sort 
of football that raises the pulse. 
And this was Stamford Bridge as a 
fortress, a crowd fi nally beginning 
to believe in what it sees, fi nally 
beginning to respond. What sort 
of standard should Chelsea expect 
from themselves these days? This 
game, in its own dizzying way, 
was an answer.

  There was a moment’s 
silence before the start 
of the game, not that 
you’d have noticed. 
Matchdays at Stamford 
Bridge these days 

dawn with a curious mixture of 
fascination and foreboding: roughly 
akin to the sensation of sitting 
down in a restaurant that has a 3.3 
rating on Google Maps. Nobody 
really knows what to expect any 
more.  What constitutes success 
amid the permanent concussion 
of post-Abramovich Chelsea? Top 
four? A sense of stylistic progress? 
An unchanged starting XI?

In this respect, it was tempting 
to suggest that these 104 minutes 
of football changed little . We 
knew that Chelsea thrive against 
opponents who give them space to 
run into; that they remain barely 
competent at defending the areas 
around their penalty box. That they 
are capable of producing moments 
of sublime quality and moments of 
abject calamity, and as you scan the 
barcode on your ticket you have no 
idea of knowing which will prevail.

It was a game that defi ed 
narrative, a game that both teams 
led and then neither did, a game 
you wanted to inhale even as it 
sucked all the air out of your lungs. 
And yet by the end, something vital 
and important had changed here, 
at least for Chelsea. Perhaps it was 
the sight of Mauricio Pochettino 
screaming at the fourth offi  cial 
as the fi nal whistle blew, his eyes 
wild and dancing, his hair sodden 
and skewed, as if he had missed 
the team bus and been forced to 
swim the last two miles. For much 
of his time at Chelsea, Pochettino 
has sought to paint himself as the 

▲ Cole Palmer scores a penalty in 
injury time to equalise for Chelsea

▼ Rúben Dias fouls Armando Broja 
leading to Chelsea’s late penalty
JAVIER GARCÍA/SHUTTERSTOCK

Chelsea

4-2-3-1

S ánchez; James (Gusto 

64), Disasi, T Silva, 

Cucurella•; Caicedo•

(Broja 90), Fern ández 

(Mudryk 64); Palmer•, 

Gallagher, Sterling•; 

Jackson• (Ugochukwu 

90)

Subs not used
Petrovic, Badiashile, 

Madueke, Maatsen, Matos

Manchester City

4-1-4-1

Ederson; Walker, Dias, 

Akanji, Gvardiol; Rodri•; 

Foden, Álvarez (Kovacic 

79), B Silva, Doku• 

(Grealish• 59); Haaland

Subs not used
Ortega, Carson, Phillips, 

Nunes, Bobb, Lewis

Referee Anthony Taylor Attendance 39,532

laugh when  Gallagher sent over the 
corner and Silva timed his run in 
front of Haaland to glance a brilliant 
header inside the far post.

Phil Foden shimmered with 
 menace. He almost supplied Haaland 
with a cross after beating Cucurella 
and then, after stepping inside the 
same opponent, he blasted inches 
past the far post.

 Chelsea  scored next, Sterling tap-
ping home at the far post, although 
he had the presence of mind not to 
celebrate in front of the City fans 
after running past them.  Palmer  
started the move, trying to play in 
James, who watched the ball break 
off  Josko Gvardiol’s foot before fi ring 
over a low fi rst-time cross. Back came 
City. Haaland was denied by a fi ne 
Robert Sánchez save after slicing on 
to a Julián Álvarez pass and Pochet-
tino was incandescent when his team 
switched off  on a City short corner 
in fi rst-half stoppage time. Bernardo 
Silva’s deli very was wicked but who 
had tracked Akanji’s run? Nobody.

There was no let-up from City 
at the start of the second half. Not 
from Foden. And certainly not from 
Haaland. City’s third goal had its 
origins by the corner fl ag on their 
defensive left and was fi red when 
Haaland rolled away from Caicedo’s 
attempted interception in the centre 
of the fi eld. Foden waited for Álvarez 
to overlap, which he did at pace and 
there was Haaland sliding in on the 
cross to bundle home. 

City looked ready to pile on the 
pain. Their counters were sharp and 
threatening, although Jérémy Doku 
did err with a dive inside the area for 
which he was booked.

Chelsea revived, again. Palmer 
almost tricked through on the hour, 
beating three players but not  Ederson 
and the next equaliser followed a spill 
by the City goalkeeper after  Gallagher 
had unloaded. Nicolas Jackson took 
a touch on the rebound and guided 
into the net. 

Who could land the knockout? 
The home crowd howled when Kyle 
Walker got away with a handball on 
the edge of his own area and then 
some more when the substitute Malo 
Gusto lifted a gilt-edged chance high 
after Sterling had robbed Rodri. So 
to Rodri at the other end. And then 
to Palmer. With practically the last 
action, Walker had a chance from a 
free-kick after Sterling had scythed 
through Foden. He blasted high. 
A City winner would have been 
too much.

P W D L F A GD Pts

Manchester City 12 9 1 2 32 12 +20 28

Liverpool 12 8 3 1 27 10 +17 27

Arsenal 12 8 3 1 26 10 +16 27

Tottenham  12 8 2 2 24 15 +9 26

Aston Villa 12 8 1 3 29 17 +12 25

Manchester Utd 12 7 0 5 13 16 -3 21

Newcastle 12 6 2 4 27 13 +14 20

Brighton 12 5 4 3 25 21 +4 19

West Ham 12 5 2 5 21 22 -1 17

Chelsea 12 4 4 4 21 16 +5 16

Top  10 FA investigates 
‘Hitler’ post 
from council 
member

Jacob Steinberg 

  The Football Association has 
launched  an investigation into one 
of its own council members, who has 
been forced to apologise for saying 
that “Adolf Hitler would be proud of 
Benjamin Netanyahu”.

Wasim Haq, who joined the FA as a 
“BAME Football Communities Repre-
sentative” in 2019, sparked fury after 
commenting on social media about 
Israel’s war with Hamas. Haq, who 
also holds positions with England 
Golf and the Lawn Tennis Associa-
tion, deleted the post and denied that 
he is antisemitic.

The FA initially said  Haq had 
deleted the post and had apologised 
for causing off ence after the post 
was brought to the governing body’s 
attention   yesterday  afternoon. But 
there were soon calls from Lord 
Wolfson, who chairs the FA’s Football 
Regulatory Committee, for further 
action to be taken. 

Haq, who  previously held a role on 
the FA’s Inclusion Advisory Board, 
had posted on X: “Netanyahu has 
sacrifi ced his own people to main-
tain power … whilst #Palestinians are 
trying to maintain their sanity. Adolf 
Hitler would be proud of Benjamin 
Netanyahu.”

Lord Wolfson said: “Taking down 
the tweet and apologising is the mini-
mum. That is necessary but it plainly 
can’t be a suffi  cient response. Using 
the language of  nazism to attack Jew-
ish or Israel is one of the examples of 
antisemitism by the IHRA [Interna-
tional Holocaust Remembrance Alli-
ance], and the FA adopted the IHRA in 
January 2021. I’ve asked [the FA chair] 
Debbie Hewitt for a formal and urgent 
investigation. It is something to be 
treated with the utmost seriousness.”

The FA  later confi rmed  an investi-
gation will take place. A spokesper-
son described Haq’s post as “unac-
ceptable” and “highly off ensive”. The 
LTA also disassociated itself from the 
post and will be investigating Haq, 
who has expressed support for Pal-
estine in recent days.

After deleting the post, Haq said: 
“It has been brought to my attention 
that a tweet I published yesterday 
has caused off ence. I have deleted 
the tweet and apologise unreserv-
edly to anyone that has felt off ended.”

The FA has  faced criticism for its 
response following the attack by 
Hamas on Israel on 7 October . Lead-
ing Jewish groups were disappointed 
with the  refusal to light the Wemb-
ley arch in the colours of the Israeli 
fl ag last month . A minute’s silence in 
memory of all victims of the confl ict 
was held before England’s matches 
against Australia and Italy .

The FA also caused anger following 
a perceived failure to condemn his-
toric tweets on boycotting Israel by 
Deji Davies, the chair of the FA’s inclu-
sion advisory board. Davies deleted 
the posts, which were sent in 2013.

Social Media Pakistan 0342-4938217
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mental health

Page 33 �Page 36 �

  Jürgen Klopp has criticised the deci-
sion to switch Liverpool’s visit to 
Manchester City to a 12.30pm kick-off  
after the international break and 
claimed it was made by “people who 
cannot feel football”.

The game at the Etihad Stadium 
on 25 November, in which fi rst will 
host second in the Premier League, 
was originally planned for 5.30pm 
but a late kick-off  time was rejected 
by a safety advisory group following 
several incidents between sup porters 
of the two clubs.  The rescheduled 
time for the high-profi le contest, and 
another early kick-off  for Liverpool 
after an international break, has been 
greeted with incredulity by Klopp.

“Today was about getting through 
the game and we did,” the Liverpool 
manager said following his team’s 
3-0 win against Brentford. “The boys 
responded sensationally well. Now 
they are all gone and we can train 
once before Manchester City. How 
can you put a game like this on Satur-
day at 12.30pm? Honestly, the people 
making these decisions, they cannot 
feel football, it is just not possible .

“These two teams could have, 
all together, about 30 international 
players. They all come back on the 
same plane by the way, all the South 
American players. They all fl y back 
together, we put them on the plane 
from Uruguay, Brazil, Argentina and 
Colombia. One game, one plane, they 
all come back. We just have to make 
sure we are ready for this game.”

Liverpool moved up to second 
with an impressive defeat of Thomas 
Frank’s team. Mohamed Salah con-
tinued his prolifi c form with two goals 
and Klopp claimed there is much 
more to come from his new-look side.

“ We didn’t play perfect football 
yet, not even close, but we fi ght our 
way through in moments, we showed 
a top reaction today and it is all fi ne. ”
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Andy Hunter
Anfi eld

Klopp rails at 
early kick-off  
for crucial City 
showdown

▲ Mohamed Salah scored twice in 
Liverpool’s win against Brentford

“We showed character, mentality,” 
 Pochettino said. “We showed  we also 
have tools – against a team like City – 
to dominate and create chances. We 
are still far away in terms of the table. 
But  there is a diff erent noise in the 
stadium and this kind of performance 
we can really use for the future.”

Guardiola said: “If you expect eve-
ryone to come here and win 0-7 then 
you are wrong. Do you know what 
Chelsea have done [to build this 
team]? In the past it was City, City, 
City who have done that. Chelsea is 
Chelsea, one of the great teams in the 
past 25 years. I know how good they 
are. For us, it was a good test. We take 
a good point. It was a fair result.” 

Cole and the commotion
Palmer seals epic draw as 
Pochettino is sorry for rant

Chelsea Manchester 
City

4 4
 Silva 29 

Sterling 37

Jackson 67

Palmer 90+5pen

Haaland 25pen  47 

Akanji 45+1 

Rodri 86

  Mauricio Pochettino apologised for 
his meltdown at the end of  Chelsea’s 
4-4 draw with Manchester City  as 
he saluted the burgeoning mental 
strength of his team.

The Chelsea manager raged at the 
referee, Anthony Taylor – who had 
earlier given City a  controversial 
 penalty for 1-0 – after he blew for 
full-time rather than for a foul by 
 Mateo Kovacic  on Raheem Sterling.

Pochettino, who had to be held 
back from Taylor and was shown a  
yellow card, felt that Sterling might 
have been able to get away for a 
last-gasp chance.  Pep Guardiola, the 

can go through and go to score the 
fi fth and when the game fi nishes, I 
turn and say: ‘What the...?’  I said: 
‘Why stop in this moment ?’ Then 
I turned and said: ‘I deserve to be 
booked.’ Because I crossed the limit 
so I want to apologise because it’s not 
a good image for me and for football, 
this type of behaviour.”

Guardiola said he had zero prob-
lem with the lack of a handshake with 
Pochettino. “No, it’s not a problem,” 
he said. “ It’s  completely fi ne.”

Pochettino said: “I want to apolo-
gise to him [Guardiola] also because 
in this moment I didn’t see [him wait-
ing].  I was focused on this action.”

Chelsea  have now drawn against 
Liverpool, Arsenal and Manches-
ter City  and won at Tottenham. 

City manager,  waited for Pochettino 
to shake hands with him. It did not 
happen as his rival contended with 
the red mist.

“I need to apologise to Anthony 
and the [assistant] referees and the 
fourth offi  cial,” Pochettino said. “In 
this moment, I feel  maybe Raheem 

David Hytner
Stamford Bridge

Liverpool up to second Page 40 �

Report and analysis Pages 42-43 �
▲ Mauricio Pochettino displays his 
fury with referee Anthony Taylor

� Cole Palmer 
plays it cool 
after fi ring 
home Chelsea’s 
dramatic 
fourth goal at 
Stamford Bridge
DYLAN MARTINEZ/
REUTERS

*

Social Media Pakistan 0342-4938217




